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Kotter’s shoes are stepping
around indiana’s art scene
By LEXi EDGiN
OPS fEAtuRES EDitOR
Junior Ava Kotter recently
received an honor many
artists strive for their whole
lives. Kotter currently has
her artwork on display in a
traveling exhibit called “Art.
Wright. Now.”
Kotter began working on
blank canvas Vans back in
February of 2015 — her
freshman year. Over a period
of about two and a half
months, Kotter recreated
Van Gogh’s “Starry Night”
on the shoes by hand-stitching the famous piece into
them.
The project was originally
created for the Vans Custom
Culture competition, and
Kotter cleverly named her
work “Vans Gogh.”
Lincoln High School
started participating in the
Vans Custom Culture competition after art teacher
Amy Lane learned about the
contest over social media. In
February of each year, Vans
sends out four pairs of blank

shoes to the first thousand
schools to register.
Lane was extremely complimentary of Kotter’s work,
saying how impressed she
was with Kotter’s stitching
on the canvas and the unique
media of the shoes.
“I think it shows her attention to detail and her ability
to think outside of the box
when it comes to design,”
Lane said praising Kotter.
“She is a talented young
lady.”
Lane believes that opportunities like these show the
community that Lincoln students are serious about art,
and that they are putting
themselves in positions to be
criticized. Entering these
competitions help them improve artistic skill and character.
Since the Vans Custom
Culture competition, Kotter
has entered her shoes into
the Knox County art show,
Lincoln’s art show, and the
Scholastic Art Competition.
“Vans Gogh” has been
awarded a Silver Key at the

Scholastic competition, and
a first place ranking in textiles at Lincoln’s art show.
It was through the
Scholastic Art Competition
that Kotter had her shoes selected to be displayed on
their current tour.
Kotter is overjoyed that
her artwork has been selected to travel with other
pieces of professional art.
“The exhibit is filled with
so many amazing pieces of
art, and to have my shoes included is beyond crazy to
me. Still haven’t fully
processed that,” she said.
The closest location that
locals can view Kotter’s
“Vans Gogh” is Indianapolis.
The shoes will be on display
at the Indianapolis Art Center, 820 E 67th St., until
Sept. 9, and will be shown
again at the Indianapolis
Arts Garden, Claypool
Court, 110 W Washington
St, from Sept. 13 to Oct. 13.
The final exhibit is from
Jan. 7 to Feb. 4 at the IUPUI
Cultural Arts Gallery, 420
University Blvd.

Junior Ava Kotter stands with her hand-stitched Vans
shoes depicting Vincent Van Gogh’s “Starry Night.” The
piece is currently on display at “Vans Gogh” is Indianapolis. The shoes will be on display at the Indianapolis Art
Center, 820 E 67th St., until Sept. 9, and will be shown
again at the Indianapolis Arts Garden, Claypool Court,
110 W Washington St, from Sept. 13 to Oct. 13. Contributed photo.

New teachers adjusting to a new year
By JASMiNE ZELLER
OPS StAff wRitER
With all the new changes happening at Lincoln this year, we also have
some new teachers, plus some teachers that are teaching different classes
than they were before.
One of the new teachers at Lincoln
is Biology 1 teacher Aubri Oexmann.
She is a Lincoln graduate who had
great experiences here and wanted to
get back to her alma mater.
"It is neat work with familiar faces
and even teachers that I had as a student,” she said.
It has been a great year so far for
Oexmann.
"I am surrounded by supportive
staff and have felt very welcomed."
So far her students have been
learning about organic molecules and
photosynthesis and are looking forward to the genetics unit.
"It is a very fun topic to teach and
the kids seem to enjoy it,” she said.
Gretchen Bruner has taken over the
choir classes.
Several years ago, she was a choir
director in Illinois at a high school,
but she got to brush up on the latest
trends in choir pieces and training before school started.
There is a lot to look forward to
from the choirs this year. Bruner says
there's a whole new look, sound, and
even some students have taken on
some new ideas for the year.
They are also bringing back the
choir chili supper and silent auction
and other fundraisers.
The choir this year will be singing
some pop music, songs from recent
musicals, and some old jazz pieces as
well. Choirs are already preparing for
fall concert on Oct. 5.
Lincoln Accents have already
started choreography and Lincoln
Singers will start in a couple weeks.

Lincoln alumnae Brett Eaton will
also be joining Bruner to teach the
some of the choreography for the
choirs.
Bruner loves teaching the choirs.
She enjoys getting the students ready
to perform and teaching them some
new styles of music to appreciate and
enjoy their whole lives.
"It's another avenue for students to
express themselves musically,” she
said.
Donald Rudolph is the new special
education teacher. He grew up in
Brazil, Indiana but has been living in
Michigan for the last 30 years.
He heard Lincoln had a job opening
and went for it after some investigating. He found out some great things
about the student body, the staff, education at the school.
"My wife and I have always
wanted to move back to the
‘Promised Land’, I mean Indiana, especially this area!" he joked.
Previously, Rudolf was a regional
job training coordinator and was responsible for five alternative school
campuses across the middle of Indiana. Prior to that, he helped start three
alternative high schools.
He is planning field trips to local
employers, museums, and other
places for his students.
Rick Lang actually began working
for the school corporation last year,
and now he is teaching photography
and videography classes.
He holds a film degree from Full
Sail University. Over the years, he
has worked as a commercial producer, worked with a highly regarded
talent agency, and has also started his
own business.
He also worked for The Super
Bowl, worked as production and
camera operator for 50 Cent and Pitbull concerts, and did some basketball and soccer games for ESPN.

Moving into teaching was a natural
fit.
"I have always enjoyed showing
my techniques and sharing my
knowledge to help in anyway that I
can,” he said.
When he got the opportunity to
teach photography, he was excited. In
his class, students get to look at old
film on projectors and get the real
true feeling of what it was like during
the early eras of film.
The students also study the basics
of camera terminology and get to
take photos, videos, and also get to
learn about lighting techniques, camera angles, posing, interviews, and
even editing.
He is going to do some night time
photography shoots of the stars with
students and some light painting. For
the video production class, they are
going to be creating some short films,
a Halloween video, and some how-to
videos.
Tim Salters has switched from
teaching social studies to English.
He is teaching American literature,
which partners well with his history
background, and English 9.
He feels he’s always had the ability
to tell stories and add random facts in
his lectures, conversations, and discussions in his social studies classes
and now gets to apply that in a new
subject.
Salters is also overseeing public relations for the school corporation.
The main job is getting out any information for events, situations, and
special occasions which makes things
easier for the students, staff, parents,
and the community.
He likes working with all the other
buildings and their staff.
“We have some great people and
it's exciting to get to see everything
that is going on,” he said.

Lincoln renovations
spruce up the space
By MyA ANDERSON
OPS StAff wRitER
Lately, Lincoln High School has
seemed to live by the saying “out
with the old, in with the new.” The
school has for most of its life remained the same since its opening in
1988.
Completed renovations include
new carpeting, new flooring in the
cafeteria, refurbished tennis courts,
and new lockers that line the halls
outside of classrooms.
The lockers created the most buzz
among students and staff due to the
major change.
“Even in 1988, the lockers were
small and it was difficult to place
necessary items in them,” said Principal Steve Combs.
Full-size lockers now make it easier
for students to access their items
without the struggle of fighting with
a broken locker or not being able to
fit all of their belongings inside.
Each locker comes with a combination lock.
English classrooms look forward to
receiving new carpet, as well as new
furniture and charging stations, much
like those that are used on college
campuses.
Furniture and charging stations will
also be installed in a new commons
areas just outside of the cafeteria
made vacant by the removal of the
old lockers.
Also, the school will be looking
forward to a renovation of the Early
College office on the second floor.
The last on the list is none other
than George E. Inman Field. Next
football season, the community can
expect new lighting to make an appearance.
As of right now, there is no set date
for renovations to be completed.
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Question of the Week: What new ‘Harry Potter’ content are you most looking forward to?

“I thought ‘Cursed Child’
was very good. I found it
very interesting because it
wasn’t focused on Harry,
but his youngest son,
Albus.”
Alycia Bickel
senior

“I’m really enjoying the
large amounts of new content. I loved reading
‘Cursed Child’ and I personally think it’s one of the
better books in the series.”
Trent Schaeffer
sophomore

combs’ corner
By STEVE cOMBS
LHS PRINcIPAL
When I was a high school
student, there was one
teacher I had each year:
Steve Toy. I have vivid
memories of first period my
freshman year, struggling to
find a classroom on the third
floor of the old LHS.
Then I went to his class on
the first floor, located on
Fifth Street when I was a
sophomore, and my last two
years his room was located
in C156, where Amy Shoemaker teaches now. The best
two things about C156 were
that it had a darkroom to develop pictures for the yearbook and air conditioning.
I was fortunate to have Mr.
Toy throughout high school,
and I was able to learn many
things from him and all of
my teachers.
Anyone who graduated
from Lincoln between 1984
to 2012 knows the one rule
that Mr. Toy held strong and
firm in terms of writing papers. There were no fragments, comma splices or
run-on sentences allowed.
In fact, making that mistake
would make that paper an
automatic “D.”
In 2013, Mr. Toy discontinued this practice as the
English department adopted
a common curriculum and
grading rubric in each class.
Still, while writing these
columns, I triple check my

work to ensure that I don’t
make one of those writing
blunders.
I can honestly state that I
never imagined at 18 that I
would be contemplating
grammar errors at 44, and in
fact, writing about them. I
chuckle to myself writing
this.
There are many lessons
being taught, each day, in
classes at LHS. One never
knows what might stick.
It could be long division,
the John F. Kennedy assassination, telling time in a foreign language, or how to
make biscuits and gravy.
I challenge our students to
be on the lookout for the best
academic lesson, rule, or
statement of the year. I look
forward to learning what
they are.
Here’s to a great year, and
go Alices!

“I enjoy the new content
because it gives an idea
of how wizarding life is
in our generation.”
Jordan Soderling
junior

“Pottermore’s new update
is so thrilling! You can be
sorted into a house and
even find the wand that
best suits you!”
Jaleigh LaBrec
freshman

Think about that bottle of water
By KARA HEdRIcK
OPS STAff wRITER
What’s your favorite brand
of bottled water? Is it Fiji,
Aquafina, Smart Water,
Dasani, or Evian? What about
ones not listed, among the
hundred types of bottled
water in the world, what
comes to mind for you?
Now, think about that bottled water, and consider the
one hundred billion dollars
that is spent on bottled water
worldwide. According to The
Water Project, an organization that teaches people about
the cons of bottled water, “It
is estimated that actually 3
liters of water is used to package 1 liter of bottled water.”
Additionally, bottled water
is definitely not good for our
environment. The plastic bottles take over a thousand
years to biodegrade, and
when incinerated release

toxic fumes. It’s easy to assume that that alone could be
a factor to stop drinking bottled water, but for some it
isn’t enough.
However, there are even
claims that the toxins and
chemicals used to make the
plastic bottles can cause illnesses such as cancer.
According to BreastCancer.org, “Research suggests that all plastics may
leach chemicals if they're
scratched or heated. Research
also strongly suggests that at
certain exposure levels, some
of the chemicals in these
products, such as bisphenol A
(BPA), may cause cancer in
people.”
But, you may ask, what alternatives can you turn to that
aren’t bottled water?
A glass water bottle or even
just a water filter can come in
handy and are even reusable.

Old Post Sentinel
STAff
NEwS EdITOR:
HANNAH WILLIAMS
OPINIONS EdITOR:
BRITTON DuDASKO
SPORTS EdITOR:
PARKER MCNEELY
fEATURES EdITOR:
LExI EDGIN
cOPy EdITORS:
ANASTASIA KELLER
EMMA MARTIN
ONLINE cONTENT:
KAITY MCCOY
IN HOUSE EdITION
EdITORS:
ABIGAIL KIFER
JESSICA PFOFF
STAff wRITERS:
MYA ANDERSON, ELI
ARNOLD, TOBIAS FLORES,
KARA HEDRICK, MADISON
HEIDEN, ISSAC JONES, AND
JASMINE ZELLER
AdVISER:

MRS. HALEY S. LANCASTER
wEBSITE:
WWW.vCSC.K12.IN.uS/
LINCOLN/
OLDPOSTSENTINEL.ASPx
Our pOliCy:
Persons wishing to comment
on the news or opinions reported in the Old post Sentinel
are encouraged to write letters
to the editor. Letters should be
brief (250 words maximum)
and must be signed by the author. Letters will be edited for
space, grammar, and libelous
material. Persons or businesses
interested in advertising in the
Old post Sentinel are encouraged to contact the editor as
well. Letters and advertising inquiries may be mailed to Old
post Sentinel, c/o Lincoln High
School, 1545 S. Hart St. Rd.,
vincennes, IN 47591. Email
may
be
sent
to:
lancasterh@vcsc.k12.in.us
linCOln HigH SCHOOl
MiSSiOn StateMent & pOliCy:
vincennes Lincoln High
School is committed to educating all students for success in a
dynamic society. Students enrolled, or intending to enroll, at
Lincoln High School are not
denied enrollment in any class
because of sex, race, color, religion, national origin, or disability.

The homework debate continues with viral post
By ANASTASIA KELLER
OPS cOPy EdITOR
Recently in Texas, a second-grade teacher named
Brandy Young sent a note
home to her students’ parents. The note explained that
she was not giving homework to her students because
research says that homework
doesn't improve a student's
performance.
In Young’s class, the note
said, the only work that is
sent home is work the stu-

dents may not have finished
in class.
She asked the parents to
eat dinner as a family, read
together, play outside, and to
have the child go to bed
early. She asked the parents
to do this because, unlike
homework, it is proven that
these activities help with the
students success.
Her letter was posted online and has since gone viral
and garnered comments
from around the country.
One homework benefit is

students can practice what
they learned in school, and it
allows the teachers to know
if the students are not understanding the lesson.
On the other hand, students have little time to relax
and spend time with friends
or family, and if students
don't understand the homework, they often can be punished with an F in the
gradebook for needing more
help.
Copious amounts of homework is exhausting.

Students are encouraged to
be involved in school activities, but all the homework
makes it hard to be involved.
Extracurricular activities
usually take three hours of
practice or games after
school.
Being a full time student is
hard. Students have families
they need time with, jobs
they need to pay for school
and necessities, and a life
ahead they have to figure
out.

‘Cursed Child’ is fun, but differences from series worth noting
By BRITTON dUdASKO
OPS OPINIONS EdITOR
Over the summer, “Harry
Potter” author J.K. Rowling
teamed up with two other
playwrights, Jack Thorne
and John Tiffany, to create
the most magical book of
this year, “Harry Potter and
the Cursed Child.” Taking
place 19 years after the
events of the original series,
this book is different in more
ways than one.
To start: it’s written as a
two-part stage play designed
to be performed at the West
End Theater in London. Not
only that, but instead of fol-

lowing the life of Harry Pot- immerse oneself in.
ter himself, the play primaHowever, the initial reacrily focuses on Harry’s
tion of reading a play format
middle son, Albus.
is a slight turn off. Harry
Potter, in the eyes of many,
The most favorable thing
was meant for novels and
about the release of this
novels alone.
book is that it takes readers
back into the wizarding
“And while it was a joy
world that they have been
to have the old gang
missing since “Harry Potter
and the Deathly Hallows”
back for a reunion,
was released in 2007 and
they were not the same
the final movie premiered in
characters...”
2011. Fans get to take a
final adventure with the
Golden Trio as well as meet
It was very noticeable that
an entourage of new charac- Rowling herself did not
ters.The new setting and
write the script, and it apnew era offer an engaging
peared that the plot was far
plot to read along with and
too complex for a produc-

tion that would likely only
last about two hours. And
while it was a joy to have
the old gang back for a reunion, they were not the
same characters as written
by Rowling.
Of course, the book was
not bad by any means. It was
a thoroughly enjoyable read
for the sole purpose of getting to take a walk down
memory lane. Any new content put out with Rowling’s
name on it is definitely
something worth reading,
and if she didn’t think it was
good enough for the fans, it
wouldn’t have been put on
shelves around the world.

While it’s definitely a
change of pace from the
original seven Potter novels
we all know and love,
“Cursed Child” is still a
quick, entertaining read that
any Potterhead can enjoy.
It keeps the magic going
with the fans and preserves
Harry’s story and legacy.
There is no doubt that
Rowling’s characters and
stories will keep finding
ways to make reappearances
in future, and you can curl
up and read this as you wait
for “Fantastic Beasts and
Where to Find Them” to
come to screens in November.
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McGavic ready to get
back on the field
BY PArKEr MCNEELY
OPS SPOrtS EDItOr
Lincoln High School senior Zak McGavic is looking
to make a comeback after an
injury in late May ended his
baseball season.
On May 22, a car accident
left McGavic with a shattered elbow, bruised ribs and
a small hole in one of his
lungs. After three surgeries
at the University of
Louisville Hospital by one of
the top surgeons in the country, he was told he would
only regain 90 percent of
motion in his left arm and
that it was very unlikely for
him to play sports again.
McGavic now attends
physical therapy three times
a week, practices with the
football team, and has 95
percent of his normal range
of motion in the injured

elbow.
“My injury is normally a
six-month recovery, but I got
released to play football in
three months,” said McGavic.
He said the hardest part of
his recovery was baseball
sectionals last season and the
first two football games this
year.
The last three months have
consisted of a lot of physical
therapy for McGavic.
When asked who has
helped him the most through
the healing process, he said
he credits his family.
“(They have) been there
through everything. They
gave me support throughout
everything and been by my
side.”
He will play as a linebacker in his first game of
the football season against
Mt. Vernon on Sept. 9.

Cross-country teams taking
new season in stride
BY JESSICA PfOff
OPS IN-HOuSE EDItOr
Fall sports have begun and
according to girls crosscountry coach Ralph Connor, rainy weather has not
played a factor in their practices and meets.
Junior Kaylee Lange has
high expectations for this
season.
“My goal for this season is
to make it to state, and win
county,” she said.
Lange is focusing mostly
on improving her time and
pace for each race.
“I am most excited to be
able to compete against other
great runners that will push
me to improve,” she added.
“Our goals this season is to
be able to compete as a
team, to improve as the year
goes on, and for Kaylee to
make all conference,” Connor explained.
We have some new runners
this year; (senior) Diana
Coffman, (freshmen) Alanna
Green, Molly Tredway, Addyson Halter and Casey
McGill,” he added.
Connor said his strongest
runner is Lange. She has
been working hard, and he
expects her to have a very
good season.
Boys cross-country is off
and running as well.
Junior Gabe McCarter is
new to cross-country this
year. McCarter is also playing soccer this fall as well.
“My goal for myself this
season is to beat my time,”
McCarter said.
Coach Cody Trueblood explained that their team has
several goals this season including having five runners
all finish under 20 minutes
in a meet this year and to advance out of sectionals as a
team.
“Everyone is showing

promise this year. We have a
group of runners that kind of
pack together during meets.
These runners include Lukas
Jones, Parker Mullins, Luke
Lange, Trevor Robbins, and
Bob Blakeslee,” Trueblood
said.
He added that this could be
a real advantage for the team
if they can all continue to
improve their times and stay
in a pack together during big
meets.
Both teams run today in
the Terre Haute North Invitational.

Junior Graham Toole runs the ball during the Boonville game on Aug. 29. The Alices
defeated the Pioneers 18-6. Toole was later injured in the third quarter. Photo by Lincoln High School Sports Pictures.

football two games in, going strong
tOBIAS fLOrES
OPS StAff wrItEr
The Vincennes Lincoln
Football team started out
the season with a 41-14 win
against Owen Valley Community High School.
“Owen Valley was a significant win, they beat us
last year,” head coach Jon
Heiden said. “It was nice to
go out and play so well in
week one, that is a good sign
of things to come.”
Coach Heiden explained
further that the team’s success can be attributed to experience from returning
players.
Football captain Ben
Lewis explained their strong
suits.
“We have a very good offense and defense. Our
team’s chemistry is a lot bet-

ter than last year’s.” The
team faced a bit of a challenge as Zach McGavick and
Alec McGuire were out,
nonetheless the team played
with Isaac Rice on the offensive side of the ball, and
Julius Malone in the defensive side of the ball.
These minor setbacks did
not keep the team from setting goals.
“Every year our team has
two goals. One, win the Big
Eight Conference. Two, win
the sectional,” explained
Heiden, and those goals can
be expected to be met.
“I think as a whole the
players have improved physically and mentally. Football
is an extremely physical
game, our players have done
a nice job of getting in the
weight room to prepare their
body for the physical grind

of the season.”
Their season looks promising as they start out the season 2-0 as they won their
game against Boonville
High School on Aug. 29, 186.
However, junior Graham
Toole suffered an ACL tear
in the third quarter and will
miss the rest of the season.
“It’s a pretty big loss,” said
Heiden of Toole’s injury.
“He was a pretty big part of
our offense and could run a
lot of plays.”
Last night’s game against
Wood Memorial Community
High School was cancelled
and will not be made up.
The Alices next play Mt.
Vernon High School at
George E. Inman Field on
Sept. 9 at 8 p.m.

Tennis enjoying the new courts
BY MADISON HEIDEN
OPS StAff wrItEr
The Lincoln High School boys tennis team had their season
opener on Aug. 11 at Sullivan High School. They are 4-2 on
the season at publication time, winning four matches in a row.
“Our goals are to improve each day but our ultimate goal
this season is to win the sectional,” boys tennis coach Tim
Hutchison stated.
There are five returning players this year: junior Sam Corrona, junior Brayden Seger, sophomore Isaac Lane, junior
Monte Fleck, and sophomore Braden Bezy.
There is a new student that who will be joining them this
year, sophomore Trevor Stenger, who formerly played tennis
at Rivet.
“Lincoln is different from Rivet because I don’t have to
drive to Illinois to practice,” Stenger said.
Stenger’s ultimate goal for this tennis season is to make it
through sectionals either by himself or as a team.
Returning player Sam Corrona is looking forward to a great
season.
“I feel like we will do well this season” said Corrona.
Hutchison says their toughest opponents this year are Jasper,
Washington, and Rivet.
Over the summer the tennis courts have been completely remodeled.
“There are no more cracks, so it’s easier to play on them,”
said Corrona.
The boys have more pride this season in their new facility.
The downfall of getting the new tennis courts put in over the
summer was not being able to practice on them. Hutchison had
to hold practices at Gregg Park until the courts were comJunior Kaylee Lange runs a wet course on Sept. 19 dur- pletely finished.
Despite the changes, the team looks forward to having a
ing the Alice Relays. Lange is looking forward to a good
season as one of the cross-country team’s top runners. strong season.
The boys play White River Valley at home Sept. 6.
Photo by Lincoln High School Sports Pictures.
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Senior Spotlight: Easton Brower

Renovations don’t change the
school experience at Riley
By ELI ARnOLd
OPS StAFF wRItER
While renovations at
James Whitcomb Riley Elementary School take place,
the students and staff have
moved to new locations to
continue their learning.
Students are currently
housed in four locations.
Community United
Methodist Church, 1548 S
Hart St. Road, has kindergarteners; First Methodist
Church, 411 N Foruth St,
has fourth and fifth grade
and Washington Christian
Center, 2134 Washington
Ave., has grades two and
three. Those students with
disabilities are at George
Rogers Clark Middle School.
While the Riley renovations are running smoothly
and on schedule, one of the
biggest issues they had was
transportation to the new locations. Riley had many
children who walked to
school, but solutions were
found.
Superintendent Greg Parsley credits everything running smoothly to
transportation director Mary
Beth Gavney and Riley Principal Susan Marchino.
The faculty and staff of
Riley came together with
their partners and talked
through everything as a
group, working together to
give the children a comfortable experience.
The teachers needed to decide what was best to bring
to this strange, new school
year and what supplies
would best benefit a variety
of learning types.
“The biggest thing we
have learned is that you need
to be flexible- especially at
the beginning. Communication is the key to making this
work,” said Marchino.

Marchino spends her time
divided between the locations and acknowledges it’s a
downside of the renovations.
“But the positive is that I
have great people at each location and I know they are in
good hands.”
At Community United
Methodist last week, the
kindergarten class was right
at home.
Teacher Jill Hanson stated,
“We’ve made it into our own
little space.”
She added the kindergartners are discovering new
ways to be respectful of
these partner locations and
are practicing the utmost
courtesy.
Transportation was one of
the biggest difficulties for
her as well, but, she says that
once the staff went over
what they needed, the trip
from Riley to there was simple.
She laughed and explained
their biggest worry is keeping the kids inside of a playground without a fence. But
fortunately, no children
have wandered away.
Hanson noted the older
kids enjoy the times at the
beginning and end of the day
when the entire school gathers at Washington Christian
Center. All students meet
there for breakfast in the
morning, go to their locations for the day, and then
come back so that parents
can have a centralized location to get their children.
It is hoped that by second
semester the students will be
able to return to a new and
improved Riley Elementary.
Tecumseh-Harrison Elementary will be the next
school renovated in the
2017-2018 school year, and
students can expect similar
placements.

KAIty MCCOy
OPS OnLInE COntEnt
EdItOR

“Make the most of high
school because you only get
it once,” is the advice Easton
Brower has for all underclassmen for this week's senior spotlight.
Brower was born in Vincennes and is the son of Bill
and Monica Brower. He has
two sisters, Alexia and
Madisson.
Brower’s hobbies include

Senior Spotlight: Andres Ayala
By EMMA MARtIn
OPS COPy EdItOR

This week’s senior spotlight is Andres Ayala, son of
Ivana and Rodolfo Ayala,
and brother to four siblings,
Ivan, Gustavo, Fatima, and
Emmanuel Ayala. Ayala is an
active member in not only
Lincoln High School but
also the Vincennes community.
One of Ayala’s main activities is his involvement in
the school band. He has been
a member of Lincoln’s Pride
of the Green for four years
now, including three years of
pep band and two years of
concert
band.
He
even
maturity by showing me
won
that you can’t expect to
overall
get stuff done by acting
like a child. You have to best
sophoact like a mature musimore
cian to succeed,” he
and
said.
overall
His mentor is Wade
best junBaker and his favorite
ior durmusician is Bob McChing
esney, a Los Angelesthose
based jazz and studio
marchtrombonist, famous for
ing band
his use and mastery of
seasons
the “doodle- tongue,” a
and has
method of articulation
been on
on the trombone.
the
“He is an amazing
honor
jazz trombone player
roll
who I enjoy listening
every
to,” he said.
year. He
Crabtree has been
is also a
awarded the Grant
member
Daughtry Award for his
of the
musical achievements.
National
He plans on pursuing
chemistry at Purdue Uni- Honor
Society.
versity, possibly minorOne of
ing in baritone.
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cennes Indoor
Percussion all
of high school.
He plays the
trombone, baritone, and bass
drum. He also is
a member of the
Vincennes University jazz
band and Tri-M
Music Honor
Society.
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Crabtree was
inspired to do
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band by his older
OPS In-hOuSE EdItOR
brother, Collin, who was
an active member in
This week’s artist of
many band organizations
the week is junior Dalwhile at Lincoln High
ton Crabtree, son of
School.
Angie Crabtree.
Crabtree enjoys band
Crabtree has been a
because it’s where he
member of the Pride of
has met all of his friends
the Green Marching
and has taught him imBand since the eighth
portant skills such as
grade. He has also parleadership, responsibilticipated in jazz band,
ity, and maturity.
pep band, and the Vin“Band has taught me

years in soccer and last year
for football. He has also received a most valuable
player award in soccer and
all-academic recognition.
Brower states that his favorite classes are team
sports and yearbook. His favorite teacher is yearbook
and English teacher Amy
Shoemaker.
His most memorable moment at Lincoln so far is
when he he scored the
game-winning goal his
sophomore year to win
County Cup in soccer. However, his most embarrassing
Contributed photo.
moment was when he
missed field goal after
hunting, fishing, and runtouchdown during his first
ning. Brower is involved in
yearbook and is also the co- football game.
Brower’s favorite quote is
captain for the soccer team
“It’s
a slow process, but
and the kicker for the footquitting won’t speed it up.”
ball team.
The thing that he likes the
Last year, Brower ran a
most about LHS is the kind
meet for coach Cody Trueblood, and he liked the com- staff.
“They always have somepetitive spirit of the race so
thing nice to say,” Brower
much that he decided to go
said.
out for the cross-country
Brower plans on attending
team this year.
Indiana University or Purdue
Brower has four varsity
University next fall.
letters. He has been named
All-Area for the past three

Ayala’s most
memorable moments is when
he got to compete at Lucas
Oil Stadium
with the marching band. The
performance
that got them to
state was their
2015 show
“Ascension.” It
was a special
performance to
Ayala because
of its meaning.
He said, “It
showed that all
of our hard
work, sweat,
and tears had finally paid off in
the end.”
In addition to band, Ayala
is president of Tri-M Music
Honor Society, which he has
been involved with for three
years. He has also been a
member of both the Student
Council and Palices for two
years.
One of Ayala’s favorite
subjects at school is French,
which has lead him to being
a member of the French and
Spanish club, which he is the
President of as well.
He also works for a Spanish and French cadeting organization where he teaches
an hour long Spanish class
to preschool children. Bailey
Hacker, the French teacher,
has been Ayala’s favorite
teacher since his sophomore
year.
Ayala is also the organizer
for the LHS Abroad, a program that is fundraising for
the the 2017 France trip for
Lincoln.

Contributed photo.
“I plan them, I make sure
everybody equally participates, and I make sure
everything goes smoothly in
the end,” he explained.
Outside of Lincoln, Ayala
is involved with the Indiana
Department of Education’s
Migrant Education Program.
With MEP Ayala works with
migrant children who may
struggle with issues such as
cultural and language barriers and social isolation.
He eventually wants to be
an accountant or a financial
manager.
He said, “I am in the
process of visiting colleges,
but I am currently leaning
towards Indiana University.”
Despite the fact that Ayala
joked, “Everyday of my life
is an embarrassing moment
to me,” he still advises the
underclassmen to “treasure
every moment, because
nothing lasts forever.”

