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Renovation of Adams Coliseum near completion
By ANAIIS ACUNA
OPS online content editor
Big changes are happening
in Vincennes. The renovations to Adams Coliseum,
300 N. Sixth St., are concluding. The Coliseum used to be
part of Lincoln High School
and then Clark Middle
School. It was then used for
recreational purposes but is
now undergoing some major
updates.
The renovations began in
January of 2014 under the direction of Andy Myzak and
Flaherty & Collin from Indianapolis. Numerous improvements have been made to the
Coliseum. So far a new roof
and new LED lighting have
been installed, the old ceiling
has been removed, and a
completely new paint job has
been completed.
The bleachers still need to
have a final coat of paint in

“Lincoln” green, and the ceiling will be painted white. A
new kitchen needs completed, and the main gym
floor is still to be refinished.
The old boilers have been
kept for heat, but there has
been a new air conditioner
added.
The renovations are to be
completed in accordance with
the Secretary of Interior’s
Historic Standards. To preserve the history of the building, the designers have found
ways to highlight the original
chair seats and the windows.
The gym floor is to be
sanded and relined, and tables, chairs, a gym floor covering,
dance
floor,
refrigerators, ice maker, industrial size ovens and new
key entry system need to be
purchased. Maintenance and
custodial needs will also be
an ongoing expense. Expenses will be shared be-

tween the Vincennes Education Foundation (VEF), Lincoln Athletic department, the
Athletic Boosters, and the
Vincennes
Community
School Corporation.
Myzak stated that the public will be “extremely
pleased” with the new improvements to the building.
He is pleased with the
progress but admits that the
project has taken longer than
he had expected.
Adams Coliseum will be
taken under the direction of
the VEF when completed.
Board president Tom Nonte
explained that he is expecting
the renovations to finish mid
to late February.
There are various activities
planned to be held in the new
Coliseum when it is finished.
The Lincoln junior class is
considering using it for prom,
and both boys’ and girls’ Indiana Basketball Academy

Extra-curric drug testing screen now
includes more substances
by KARA HEDRICK
OPS staff writer
As of Jan. 5, slight changes
were made to drug testing
here at Lincoln High School.
More items were added to the
drug screen panel, such as
synthetic marijuana, commonly known as K2.
The reason for the addition
of more substances like synthetic marijuana is due to “the
increase of the use of this
drug in our community,” according to Principal Steve
Combs.
Raintree Consulting is the
company overseeing the test-

ing process. In the past, there
have been other companies
used and could be used again
in the future.
Although the testing has
changed, the procedure for
the testing remains the same.
A random pool is what decides who is chosen for the
tests, and students are chosen
anonymously by their student
identification number, not by
name. All students who are in
an extracurricular are put into
the pool, as is as anyone student who drives to school.
There are almost 400 students
at LHS included in the pool.
There has been mostly pos-

itive student and parent feedback on these changes.
“Testing for more drugs
will keep the students of LHS
safer,” said freshman Emma
Martin of the process.
“It’s important to remember
that purpose of our random
drug testing to ‘catch someone,” but instead give students a way out, a built in
excuse to not use,” said
Combs.
“We received a grant from
the coordinating council of
the Knox County People
Against Substance Abuse to
aid with the increased cost of
the screenings,” he added.

tournaments will be held at
Adams in the future. Lincoln
basketball coach Jeff Hein is
planning to host the Gibson
Southern boys' basketball
game there due to IBA tournaments being held that same
day at Alice Arena.
“Basically, Adams Coliseum Community Center will
serve as an additional gym
for the VCSC athletic teams
and another resource for the
VCSC to use for other functions,” Nonte explained.
Residents of Clark’s Crossing, the apartments in the renovated Clark Middle School
and former administration
building, will also be able to
use the facility.
The gym and a secondary
area will be available for rent.
The secondary area will be
known as the “Conference”
or “Banquet” room. The
room runs the whole length
of Adams from Seventh and

Lincoln adopts new schedule
By DAVID WINBURN
OPS staff writer

As of the second semester
of the 2014-2015 year at Lincoln High School, the daily
schedule has been reworked.
The changes were made in
order to add five minutes to
the sixth and seventh periods,
which previously lasted 45
minutes, five minutes less
than periods one through five.
In order to spare these ten
minutes, five minutes were
removed from the enrichment
and lunch periods. Five minutes may not seem like a big
change for a day, but over the
course of a school year, this
adds 900 total minutes of
class time.
“It was a major concern for
classes that were being ofwill gain or lose points de- fered for college credit or as
pending on whether their uni- an AP class,” said Vice Prinform is correctly worn and cipal David Hill.
assembled. They will also
have to answer two questions be judged according to their
randomly picked from a list alignment, spacing between
of ten questions about gov- the cadets, and being in step
ernment officials, historical with the commands and caand present events, and facts dence given by the color
of Congress and the U.S. guard commander. In the drill
House of Representatives.
competition, marching in the
In the color guard event, basic unarmed formation will
four members of the drill be judged with a similar sylteam will carry the nation's labus to the color guard's
colors along with the state's evaluation.
flag, and two rifles. They will
The drill team started prac-

JROTC preparing for drills in February
By KAELA SPEIGNER
OPS staff writer
Vincennes Lincoln High
School's Army Junior Reserve Officer Training Corp
Alice Battlion will be competing in a drill competition
against Washington High
School's Navy JROTC along
with eight other high schools
in the state of Indiana. This
event will be conducted on
Feb. 7, starting at 8:30 a.m.
until 3:00 p.m. at Washington
High School.

In drill competitions, there
are several events that take
place. The Alice Battalion,
consisting of fourteen cadets,
will be competing in a uniform personnel inspection, a
color guard, a basic unarmed
marching formation, and
physical fitness activities.
Their goal is to have 24
cadets join in order to speed
them through the different activities.
In the uniform personnel
Inspection, all of the cadets
attending the competition

Buntin streets to Seventh and
Perry streets.
Nonte and VCSC officials
are very pleased with the renovations.
“I think most would agree
that the view of [Clark’s
Crossing] from Fifth Street is
breathtaking,” said Nonte.
“It allows everyone to appreciate the architecture and
design that has gone unnoticed up to the point,” he
added. "Clark's Crossing will
become an asset to the community from a monetary
standpoint as well as aesthetically."
“This opportunity to manage the Adams ... will allow
us to do much more in the future in the way of scholarships, classroom grants and
an additional activity that
would involve giving back to
the community,” he concluded.

A committee comprised of
15 volunteer teachers discussed three alternatives. The
runner-up option would have
a minute taken off of each
passing period, while still removing five minutes from the
enrichment period.
The changes the committee
went with have received
fairly positive feedback. Math
teacher Janis Hert is in favor
of the changes.
“I need the five [minutes]
especially for my upper level
classes. Explaining takes
time, and the five minutes
helps to wrap up a lesson,”
she said.
Some students, however,
miss the longer enrichment
period,
“I don’t like that enrichment was shortened, because
that is less time for clubs,”
said freshman Corin Halter
tice Jan.13. They will work
on all of the events they will
compete in and go through
physical training to be prepared for the physical activities
portion
of
the
competition.
“For our first practice with
our new students, it was one
of the best I've see this school
year," 1st Sgt. Brian Deckard
said.

StuCo sponsoring dance marathon for Riley’s Hospital for Children
By MEGAN JONES
OPS staff writer
Lincoln High School will
host its first official Riley
Dance Marathon Saturday,
Jan. 31 after the the boys’
varsity basketball game. The
dance should start approximately at 9:30 p.m. and end
at 12:30 a.m.
The name of the dance is
Ride the Wave for Riley,
with a Hawaiian theme, so
students should wear any-

thing beach themed. Event
t-shirts are also available for
purchase.
Student council president
senior Aubrey Hudson says
student council is right on
schedule with all the planning involved. Hudson has
made committees to organize the dance such as food,
decorations, activities and
sponsorships.
Some of the activities that
the students can do as well
as dancing include playing

corn hole, competing in a
dodgeball tournament and a
basketball knockout tournament. There will also be
people there to speak about
the hospital and what it has
done for them. Small snack
foods will also be available
for students at the dance.
Student Council had a
small dance last year but
was not a marathon. That
event raised over $1,000 and
was only open to Lincoln
students. This year the

marathon is expanded to all
Knox County high school
students. Student Council's
goal this year is to raise
$3,000.
All money raised goes to
Riley’s Hospital for Children
in Indianapolis.
If any students would like
to be involved, they can fill
out a registration packet and
donate a minimum donation
of $10.
Students can pay the
money themselves or ask a

friend or family to sponsor
them to dance.
Students from other Knox
County high schools that
would like to attend can pick
up a packet in the front office of their school.
Hudson hopes to see student council continue to host
dance marathons in the future.
"I think it's very worthwhile cause and a great tradition to start,” she said.
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“To stay healthy and
happy. I would also like
to learn Korean.”
Lindsey Flory
sophomore

“To not fail any of my
classes for this semester.”
Eddie Gist
freshman

“I do not have a New
Years resolution. I never
follow them. Go with the
flow, folks.”
Kara Hand
junior

“Be nicer to my brother
and not procrastinate so
much.”
Collin Crabtree
senior

K2: Quit, dont take a hit
By KAITLIN HOLT
OPS staff writer
A new and potent drug
called K2 is the culprit of
many overdose deaths in recent months. More than 100
people overdosed on this
drug in less than a week in
Texas in 2014.
K2 is a synthetic drug similar to marijuana, it is also
known by many street names
such as Spice, Black Mamba,
Fake Weed, and many others.
K2 is taking the U.S. by
storm.
According to the National
Institute on Drug Abuse, K2
is marketed as "safe" and
"natural," as it is partially
made of plant materials.
Many users never live long
enough to find out that it is
absolutely not safe. The drug
is usually sold as incense, resembling popurri, making it

easy to posses by users undetected. It is also easily purchased online.
However, some forms of
K2 are labeled as "not for
human consumption," as they
are full of synthetic chemicals
that are extremely harmful to
the brain.
In a survey also done by
NIDA, K2 is the second
leading drug used among
high schoolers, following
marijuana or cannabis. K2
chemicals are not easily detected by most standard drug
tests, although tests are being
developed specifically to test
for these chemicals.
K2 is often smoked and has
the potential to cause side effects like excessive sweating,
vomiting, rapid heart rate,
hallucinations, and in serious
cases, severe brain damage,
coma, and death. What users
do not realize is that K2 and

marijuana are distinctly different things. Although the
hallucinogenic effects are
similar between THC and
chemicals in K2, too much
K2 is deadly and the effects
are severe.
Recently there have been
numerous stories in the news
of young teenagers who have
overdosed on K2. Some have
survived but must now cope
with major brain damage. For
example, 19-year-old Connor
Eckhardt of Newport Beach,
California, was put into a
coma and later died from
smoking just one hit of K2.
This is extremely heartbreaking for the families of
young teenagers, and forever
takes away very precious
lives.
The high K2 gives is not
worth the risk it poses to the
lives of the users. By the time
users realize the damage it

Dont forget to follow the OPS on
twitter: @lhsops
and read online at
http://www.vcsc.k12.in.us/lincoln/OldPostSentinel.aspx

causes, it is often too late.
I appeal to anyone smoking
K2: please stop while you
can. Not only are you hurting
yourself, but you are hurting
everyone around you.
Think about it. If you are a
member of a team or organization, think about what
would happen if you became
brain dead or if you were to
die. You would not only hurt
your class mates, but club
members, teammates, friends,
and especially family.
It's not just about you.
Doing K2 is an extremely
selfish action and I pray you
make the right choice.
K2 is not worth the risk. It's
not too late to choose a
healthy life that will be more
rewarding than the one high
from K2.
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Hilarious Holidays With
Yours Truly No. 13

Area rivalries add to the
high school experience
By WESTON FRISZ
OPS staff writer
Sports are a big part of high
school, and with sports comes
rivalries. No matter how seriously each school takes it, all
schools have one.
Vincennes Lincoln High
School has a few rival opponents that it competes against.
The largest rivalry is obvious
for anyone from Vincennes:
Jasper. It's a rivalry that boils
the blood of any Alice, former or present. It becomes
more than just a game when
you have had it seared into
your brain and soul from
childhood to hate the other
team.
I think former Vincennes
basketball coach Gunnar

Wyman's tombstone says it
all: "I had rather be here than
in Jasper, Ind."
Whether it's on the field or
on the court, the atmosphere
at rivalry games is what
sports are all about. The
noise, the intensity, the game
itself, everything is turned up
to a different level.
"Everything's different,"
says senior Lincoln basketball player Conner Barmes.
"The whole day leading up to
the game just feels different."
Rival games let out the
inner team spirit in fans. People that don't attend another
game all season will make
their way to watch these
games and find themselves
captured by the atmosphere,
cheering along.

The players are the ones
most affected by the rival
games. They're the ones out
on the court playing against a
team they don't like, knowing
full well that that team doesn't
like them either.
But really, it's not so much
of a hatred for one another,
but more of a mutual respect
of the other team’s ability to
play the game. If the two rival
teams weren't somewhat
equal in skill, it wouldn't be a
very interesting rivalry.
No matter the skill level of
a team, everyone’s best always seems to come out in
rival play. That's what those
games do for the players; it
pumps their adrenaline. It
makes them put it all out on
the floor in full determination

to beat the other team.
Rival games are where underdogs come alive, as Vincennes has shown twice this
year against Jasper.
Although Jasper is thought
as Vincennes's biggest rival,
Vincennes and Washington is
Indiana's oldest rivalry as the
clash between the two always

seems to be an entertaining
one. Other rivalries include
county schools, North Knox
and South Knox.
And when the Alices meet
these opponents on the field
or court, it's always sure to
draw a crowd.
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GIRLS’ SWIMMING
vs. Southridge and Wood Memorial at Southridge, Jan. 12
Lincoln-147
Southridge-118
Wood Memorial-35
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The new big rivalry:
Lincoln vs. Jasper

By ZACH HORRALL
Editor-in-Chief

1949. Vincennes did not win
a regional championship in
the 1940s.
However, as Combs explained, they came close in
the 1947 regional. In the first
round, Vincennes came back
from a 7-point deficit and
defeated Jasper. Vincennes
failed to win the champi-

After a change in offensive
play, Vincennes defeated
Jasper, winning their first reIt
was
a
heartwarming
start
gional championship since
vs. Pike Central at Pike Central Natatorium, Jan. 14
to the evening Friday, Jan. 9,
1939.
Lincoln-120
when an estimated crowd of
Orlando “Gunner” Wyman
Pike Central-58
4,000
sang
along
with
senior
came
to Vincennes in 1968,
First Place Finishes
Brianna Worland to the Naand, according to Combs,
All swimming events were first place finishes.
tional Anthem. But once the
helped expand the rivalry
game between Lincoln High
between the cities to what
BOYS’ SWIMMING
School and Jasper
we see today. The
vs. Southridge and Wood Memorial at Southridge, Jan. 12
Lincoln-78
started, it was back to
former Tell City
Southridge-55
the same old rivalry
coach had a grudge
Wood Memorial-0
with the fans arguing
against Jasper
in the stands and a
stemming from the
vs. Pike Central at Pike Central Natatorium, Jan. 14
physical game on the
rivalry between
Pike Central-131
court. The game
Jasper and Tell
Lincoln-48
began with Jasper
City. Wyman's reFirst Place Finishes
taking a lead, but
sentment culmi100 Freestyle-52.81, Brayden Little
ended with the Vinnated when the
cennes cheer block
Jasper fans were alGIRLS’ BASKETBALL
storming
the
court
legedly mean to his
Freshmen
after a comeback in
children. He soon
at Boonville, Jan. 10
the
second
half
that
Lincoln-39
Even from the grave, former Lincoln basket- vowed never to
secured a 53-50 vic- ball coach Gunner Wyman won’t let a rivalry play Jasper again.
Boonville-32
tory.
go. Wyman coached the 1981 state basket- Once he joined
“A spirited rivalry ball championship winning Lincoln team. He the Vincennes
Junior Varsity
vs. Mt. Vernon, Jan. 10
between fans,
is buried in Highland Park Cemetery in May- coaching staff, he
Lincoln-43
coaches, and players” field, Ky. Photo from findagrave.com.
was forced to play
Mt. Vernon-28
is a pleasant way to
them. Wyman was
describe one of the most
onship later that evening
not a fan of that. After the
Varsity
prominent rivalries in south- with a loss to Shelburn.
scheduling contract was up
vs. Mt. Vernon, Jan. 10
ern Indiana. The game beIn 1949, Vincennes and
between schools, Wyman reLincoln-57
Jasper faced off in the final
fused to play Jasper.
tween the cities of
Mt. Vernon-55
game of the season. VinVincennes and Jasper did
Vincennes and Jasper has
not play each other again
long been the one each team cennes pulled out an upset
BOYS’ BASKETBALL
victory
on
the
team
that
until the Big 8 Conference
circles
on
their
calendar
at
Freshmen
went on to win the champiwas formed in 1980.
the beginning of the year.
at Robinson, Jan. 13
onship
that
year.
Wyman disliked Jasper so
However,
the
rivalry
beRobinson-52
Soon after, a rotating holi- much that when he passed
tween Vincennes and Jasper
Lincoln-50
away in 2008, he had "I had
is fairly recent.
day tournament between
When World War II started Vincennes, Jasper, Washing- rather be here than in Jasper,
vs. Jasper, Jan. 9
in 1939, 18-year-old men
ton, and Huntingburg devel- Ind." engraved into his
Varsity
Lincoln-53
tombstone.
were drafted for the war. Ac- oped. Later dubbed "the big
Jasper-50
There is no one specific
cording to Dr. Daniel
four tournament," this guarevent that created the rivalry
Combs, former physician for anteed three games per seaJunior Varsity
between these two cities.
Lincoln athletics, the draft
son for each team, because
Lincoln-61
When majority of the bashad an effect on Vincennes
they would also play each
Jasper-53
ketball power is in the southbasketball, who lost many
other twice in the regular
basketball players, and then
season. The amount of times ern part of the state, there is
Wrestling
going to be tension.
faded as a prominent team in Vincennes and Jasper faced
vs. Tecumseh, Jan. 14
Officiating calls change
southern Indiana. Many
off began to take a toll on
Lincoln-10
the outcome of the game,
southern schools were able
everyone involved.
Tecumseh-63
and they create resentment
to take advantage of the
Combs said that in 1952,
between the fans and teams
draft and keep their players, Jasper defeated Vincennes
because men that worked on all three times in the regular because they remember the
farms were not drafted.
season. Then they met in the events that happened.
regional championship
Combs said, "It was alDuring this time, accordgame. Heading into the
ways a point of contention;
ing to the IHSAA website,
Jasper saw success and won game, Jasper looked to be on who is going to win?"
five regional championships their way to another regional
between 1942 and 1949, and championship, but VinBy BRAYDEN LITTLE
petition to the last one,” said the state championship in
cennes had different ideas.
OPS sports editor
York. “I am happy with my
score, and increased my score
On Jan. 10, the Lincoln from last competition. I’m
gresses." Bruner plans to
Bruner’s tennis career
High School dance team par- very happy with how our By CLAIRE DILLON
begin conditioning on Feb.
started when he was nine
ticipated in their second com- team did. We improved and OPS opinions editor
23. While the team will conyears
old.
petition of the season at worked well.”
dition, Bruner also wants to
The Lincoln High School
“I enjoyed it more than
Rossville High School.
Ryder participated in the
work on different drills to
girls' tennis team has found a any other sport I played,”
With their varsity Pom per- junior solo.
help overall game play.
said Bruner.
“I’m working towards qual- new coach for their spring
formance receiving first
"My goal is to not only
In high school Bruner
place, and the varsity Hip ifying for regionals and state season. David Bruner, a Linhave
a group of good tennis
coln
alumnus,
has
stepped
played
varsity
doubles
all
Hop nearly getting third, their again this year,” she said.
Being beat by only one point up to fill the empty position. four years. In his senior year, players, but to also have a
team’s scores improved.
Bruner was originally con- Bruner was voted to the Big- group of girls that are reher
confidence
In junior varsity, the Pom helped
8 All Conference team and
spected off the court," said
tacted through his mother,
team placed second and the tremendously.
advanced to the regional
Bruner.
Ryder wished that the team Gretchen Bruner, who
Hip Hop team took first
championship.
Bruner has been interteaches
theatre
classes
here
place.
had performed with a little
While Bruner has given
viewed and hired by athletic
Sophomore Miranda Ryder more energy, but has high at Lincoln. Bruner is curdirector Jeff Hein, but is
rently enrolled at Vincennes lessons before, this is his
and senior Sydney York both hopes for the year.
awaiting approval from the
participated in a solo dance.
“I’m always proud of my University pursuing a degree first true coaching position.
Bruner said, “The one
school board. The position is
York received sixth place out team no matter how we in funeral service education,
and
is
also
employed
at
thing
I'm
looking
forward
to
set to be approved at the
of nine dancers, and Ryder place.”
next school board meeting
the most this season is to
was less than a point away
The dance teams will com- Goodwin Funeral Home,
on Monday, Jan. 19.
524 Broadway St. in Vinwatch the girls grow as a
from first place.
pete again Jan. 31.
cennes.
team as the season pro“I improved from this com-

Dance team improves in
second competition

Bruner selected as new girls’ tennis coach
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Senior Spotlight:
Tyler Batty
By ZACHARIAH KIRK
OPS staff writer
Born in Evansville, Tyler
Batty is one of this week’s
senior spotlights. Tyler’s parents Shawn and Stephanie
Batty have two other children, Noah and Haleigh. The
Batty family also has two
dogs named Susie and Ceasar.
Batty has fun hanging out
with friends, playing sports,
and going to work. At school,
he is involved in the Dodgeball Club and the Genealogy
Club. In the past Batty, has
run cross-country and was on
the track team. Batty's favorite teachers are social
studies teacher Kevin Meyers, English teacher Steve
Toy, and social studies
teacher Michael Hutchison.
Myers said, “Tyler is fun
and delightful to have in
class!”
Batty’s favorite thing about
Lincoln are the opportunities
available to him.
Batty is looking ahead in
the future and pursuing a de-

gree at Vincennes University
"for two possibly four years.”
He also hopes to run and operate his own business.
Out of school Tyler works
at Batty LLC, a family business.
Batty’s favorite TV show is
“The Walking Dead” and he
loves the book “1984.”
“Get good grades,” he orders incoming freshmen.

Schools tend to find new
ways to give out information
involving school to students
with morning announcements
through intercom or giving a
speech at the gym everyday.
But some schools give out information as if they were on
an actual news network like
what you see on television.
Tecumseh-Harrison Elementary School is one of those
schools to use that type of
program, and they call it "The
Morning Show."
Everyday at 8:05 am, students report to gym to watch
the entire show through a projector and big screen on a
stage. The device that is being
use as a projector is an iPad.
The whole show is shot in the

media studio on the third
floor of Tecumseh between
the fith grade classrooms. The
fith graders are the ones that
are usually on the show and
three of them take turns being
the anchor, director, and a
producer.
The three fifth-graders are
on the show for nine weeks,
and then they switch out with
three new students. The students that served during the
first nine weeks were Livie
Koenig, Maddie Meade, and
Jada Sherman. Ty Mcneece,
Ethan Jones and Carson
Mullinix served the second
nine weeks. The students
serving during the third nine
weeks are Maggie Pearce
Kaitlyn Grismore, and Natalie Williams. And the students that will serve during
the fourth nine weeks are

By BETHANY EVANS
OPS staff writer

Celebrate student success and milestones at graduation! Order at school with yearbook adviser Amy
Shoemaker, room C156, or go to
jostensadservice.com to create your ad online.

Last day to order: May 1
Half-page: $110
Quarter-page: $75
Eighth-page: $50

Artist of the Week:
Laura Cooper
This week's artist of the
week is senior choir member
Laura Cooper. Cooper is the
daughter of Bruce and Jane
Cooper, and her siblings are
Mallory (Cooper) Stark and
Zack Cooper.
She has been involved in
Lincoln Choirs all four years
of her high school career,
and has been a member of
Lincoln Singers her junior
and senior years.
She became involved in
vocal music because she has
always liked singing. She
then joined choir and has
been in it for seven years.
Cooper also enjoys using
music to relax during the
day.
"Choir gives me a break
during the school day and allows me to focus on music
rather than school work,”
she said.
She has won a Choral Excellence Award from the
Lincoln Music Department.
Her favorite singer is Elton
John.
Some of her other involve-

By REID MCCLURE
OPS staff writer

Blake Meade, Jermiah Burden, and Colton Halter. The
show often has special guests
that come on the show. These
guests include PrincipalTravis Connor and other
teachers. Hosts discuss who
the teacher of the week is,
lunch choices, weather, fun
fact for the day, on this day in
history, daily reminders, special guest, and student of the
day.
This is the first year that
Tecumseh-Harrison done this
type of program digitally. Before all of this, the news was
read by a fifth grade in front
of everyone live.
"It provides entertainment
and important information of
daily and future activities,”
said teacher Stacie Tabler.

Senior Spotlight:Deja Coomer
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By ABI FOWLER
OPS staff writer

Around the VCSC:
Morning show at Tecumseh

ments include being on the
dance team, participating in
spring musicals, being in
Student Council, and working at Vincennes Veterinary
Clinic, 2755 Indiana 67.
Cooper plans to study preveterinary at either Purdue
University or Vincennes
University. She does not
plan to continue vocal music
after high school; she wants
to focus solely on her
schoolwork.
"Never be discouraged and
always try your best," is
Cooper's advice for young
artists.

Coomer are the children of
Taralyn Coomer. Another
member of Coomer's family
is her pet parakeet, Caesar.
Some of her hobbies are
playing trumpet, participating
in drumline for the last two
years, and playing video
games. Coomer is also a
member of Pep Band.
When it comes to fine arts
you cannot be surprised by
her wide range of interests.
Coomer has been a part of
Pride of the Green Marching
Band for four years, plays in
concert band, is the trumpet
section leader and field commander, and has taken part in
the school play, “The Greek
Mythology Olympiaganza.”
This week’s senior spotlight
Coomer's favorite TV show
is Deja Ann Coomer. Coomer is “Teen Wolf,” and her fawas born here in Vincennes. vorite movie is “A Walk to
She and her brother Bishop Remember,” a 2002 coming

of age drama.
She has her plan for the future set in stone. Coomer
would like to attend Full Sail
University in Florida to earn
a bachelor's degree in recording arts.
She enjoys the arts opportunities Lincoln has given her.
"It offers fine art programs
that are good and successful,
and some schools don't get
that pleasure,” she said.
As for her favorite classes,
Coomer enjoys music theory
and physical education.
"Study hard and keep your
grades up the best you can all
four years, each year is important,” she advises freshmen. She adds, "Find a way
to balance your time so you
can practice and still have
time to study and do homework."

FAFSA: How, When, Why
By AUBREY HUDSON
OPS features editor
FAFSA is common word
associated with the college
application process, but many
people are unsure of what it is
or how it works. FAFSA
stands for Free Application
for Federal Student Aid. It is
an online form managed by
the Office of Federal Student
Aid which is part of the Department of Higher Education.
The FAFSA uses information about the student, the student’s dependency status, the
student’s parents, and the student’s finances to calculate
the dollar amount the student
or the student's family will be
expected to contribute towards college. This amount is
then used by Office of Federal Student Aid to determine
all federal grants and loans
for college education. Nearly
all college financial aid offices use information from
the FAFSA to determine their

own financial assistance.
Guidance counselor Erika
Shepard suggests all students
file the FAFSA, even if they
believe they may not qualify
for federal aid.
"You never know what financial aid you will be eligible for if you don't apply," she
said.
Another reason every student should file the FAFSA is
that many merit scholarships
which don't depend on your
financial standing still require
a FAFSA on file.
Thirdly, it is wise to file the
FAFSA in case of a sudden
change in your family's financial situation.
"It is much easier to get the
aid you need if you already
have a FAFSA on file," Shepard said.
The FAFSA should be filled
out online. Students and their
parents must first obtain a
PIN
number
at
www.pin.ed.gov. Next you
should gather the documents
you need. Your social security

number, driver's license, income tax returns, bank statements,
and
investment
records are a good place to
start.
It is helpful to print a
FAFSA on the Web Worksheet and write your in your
answers on a hard copy. Then
transfer your data to the
FAFSA on the web.
Be sure to be aware of the
FAFSA deadline. The absolute receipt deadline is
March 10, but Shepard suggests aiming to complete the
form by March 1 in case of
technical issues. Corrections
can always be made to your
FAFSA information until
March 10.
College Goal Sunday at
Vincennes University is a
great place to get help filling
out the FAFSA. This will take
place on Feb. 22 from 2 p.m.
to 4 p.m. at the VU Shake
Learning Center, 1002 N.
First St., in Room 104.

