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NAHS holds annual sale and show tonight
By JASMINE ZEllER
OPS StAff wRItER
The National Art Honor
Society is getting ready for
their annual Cups for a
Cause event on Apr. 29.
Shoppers will be able to get
"Coffee To Gogh" during
tonight’s performance of
“Into the Woods” from 5-7
p.m.
Members of the NAHS
sell the mugs that they have
made hand-glazed. Shoppers will receive complimentary drinks and soup
with their purchase.
They will also be having
an art show. They will have
artwork from all the elementary schools and middle
schools shown with the high
school in a first-ever combined art show.
All the money from this
event will be donated to the
Pet Port, the Knox County
Humane Society and Angel
Lange's animal rehabilitation.
Every year the NAHS
picks an organization to donate their money to and this
year they decided to help out
the animal organizations
here in town. In previous

years, they have raised
money for the elementary art
programs.
There are 25 students in
the club and they all try to
help as much as they can
with all the events.
“The main goal is to have
the community more aware
of the arts programs at
VCSC and also to use their
artistic abilities to raise
money for a cause we feel
passionate about,” said LHS
Art teacher Amy Lane.
Most members are glazing
mugs, setting up the art
show and cups for a cause,
asking for donations, working at the event, cleaning up
afterwards and making
soups for this event.
LHS Junior Alexis Carie
likes that the NAHS is able
to donate the Cups for a
Cause proceeds to the local
animal shelters. She will be
helping setting up the cafe
and art show.
"The NAHS gives me a
way to get more involved in
the community through my
interest in art." Carie said.
In order to make the mugs
they order unglazed bisque
cups, mugs and bowls.
"We glaze them individu-

ally so that each piece is
unique and can't be replicated,” explained Junior Ava
Kotter said.
Kotter loves that this
event gives back to the local
animal shelters.
"I love seeing the profit
we make go to a good cause
and it's even greater when
you get to do something that
you enjoy. Not to mention
all the friends I've made and
connecting with so many
people over a common
goal,” Kotter said.
This week members of
NAHS have been putting
the final touches on glazing
mugs and labeling them for
the sale.
Students have also been
busy during the school day
mounting and labeling displays for the art show.
Lane said past events
throughout the years have
had great success.
This year since their
money being raised is going
to animal shelters they have
included some pet bowls and
treat containers in their
mugs and bowls inventory.
"We will also be accepting
dog and cat treats, collars,
and toys to put into our

A sampling of the cups and bowls available for sale
tonight from 5-7 p.m. in the annual National Art Honors
Society “Cups for a Cause “ event sit ready to be labeled.
All money raised will go to local humanitarian efforts for
animals. OPS staff photo.
‘Adoption Bags’ we are
making for the shelter,”
Lane said.
There will be a container
at the event for anyone to
drop off a donation.

The Cups for a Cause
event is free and open to the
public. Tickets for “Into the
Woods” can be purchased at
www.vcscstars.com

SHAPE set to change suspensions at LHS in the next school year
By MACKENZIE ORR
OPS StAff wRItER
Vincennes Community
School Corporation has
made a major change in the
new year. The VCSC has
changed the suspension policy. The new policy is called
SHAPE, for Students Having an Alternative Positive
Experience.
The program was approved by the the VCSC
Board of Trustees in March.
Currently, if a student is

suspended they just didn’t
come to school and have to
stay home, missing instructional time.
The new program now ensures that the student does
actual work instead of being
home while suspended.
If a student is suspended
out of school, Principal
Steve Combs issues the student his or her punishment.
After Combs issues the punishment, the student and his
or her parent appear before
Knox County Superior Court

I Judge Gara Lee.
Lee will then give the student the appropriate time
needed in SHAPE. According to a report in the Sun
Commercial, students will
report to Wabash Valley
Community Corrections to
spend half-day studying and
completing all assignments
provided by teachers. The
second half of the day is
where the real work starts.
Lee told Sun Commercial,
“The second half of the day
is spent volunteering at a

SPRINg MUSICAl thIS wEEKENd

local non-profit, places like
the Vincennes Animal Shelter or maybe doing landscape or cleanup projects for
county departments.”
Students receive out of
school suspensions automatically for offenses like fighting, profanity at a teacher,
drugs, alcohol, or tobacco on
campus and they can be suspended for truancy after
other measures such as detention or Monday Night
School, an extended detention.

A ‘Phantom’ prom to be held May 6
By BRItNEE MUSKE
OPS StAff wRItER

Cinderella’s Prince (Sam Thorn) makes a move on the Baker’s
Wife (Evelyn Crowley), much to her confusion, in Stephen Sondheim’s “Into the Woods,” produced by Lincoln High School and the
VCSC Stars. Shows are tonight at 7 p.m. and Sunday at 3 p.m. in
Ader Auditorium. Tickets are available at www.vcscstars.com.
Photo by Rick Lang.

The program is set to be
implemented during the
2017-2018 school year.
Some students are approving of the policy. Senior
Alycia Bickel strongly
agrees with it.
“I think it teaches responsibility because before they
got to go home and do nothing,” stated Bickel.
“It’s going to keep the kids
busy. It keeps them from
going home and doing nothing,” said senior Sara Hillyard.

Prom is just around the corner and
juniors and seniors are gearing up for
a night of music, dancing and fun at
Adams Coliseum on May 6.
As always, prom is all talk around
the school. Seniors are getting pumped
for their last school dance and juniors
are antsy for their first taste of prom.
Though prom is seen as mainly “fun
and lively”, there is a lot of work put
into it by the junior class officers.
According to Jordan Soderling, the
junior class vice-president, the class
officers have spent roughly 15-20
hours working on putting this allAmerican tradition together.
Abigail Kifer says the most difficult
part about prepping for prom is “trying
to make everyone happy. Everyone
wants their own thing.”
Class officers narrowed themes
down to four choices, and let members
of the junior and senior classes vote: a
“Phantom of the Opera” masquerade,
New York City, Hollywood or Grecian
Gardens.
“Phantom” won and, for the most
part, students are ecstatic.

The decor will feature a black, red
and gold color scheme.
Students can expect unique center
pieces complete with old-looking
music sheets and roses, and decorations that will make you feel like you
are in the setting of this classic story,
complete with sweeping staircases and
candelabras.
Though it is greeted with open arms
by most students, there are some who
aren't quite behind the theme.
“I feel like it could have been so
much better,” stated Bree Carie, a junior.
May 6 will be a busy day with the
SAT being administered that morning
leaving many students with little time
to get ready.
Of the many students planning to go,
Nina Krüger, a foreign exchange student from Germany who has spent her
junior year at Lincoln, excitedly joined
in on this American tradition and asked
Carie to prom with a hand drawn
poster that said, “I came from Germany
to Indiana to ask: prom?”
Prom will take place from 8-12 p.m.
at Adams Coliseum. Kenny Deetz’s
with Off the Record Sound will serve
as DJ and Sodexo will cater.
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Question of the Week: How do you feel about the new suspension program? (SHAPE)

“I think the suspension
program will teach kids
discipline.”
Robin Abel
sophomore

“I agree with this program
because it teaches discipline and enforces the
rules at Lincoln High
School.”
Damaris Bravo
sophomore

Let women breastfeed
in public

by Mya aNderSoN
opS Staff writer

imagine sitting in a restaurant, enjoying your meal and
those around you. Next,
imagine someone coming up
to you and telling you that
you eating here is inappropriate and that you should be
ashamed of yourself.
occasionally, you’ll get the
line, “maybe you should go
to the bathroom to do that.”
Not only is acting in such a
manner extremely rude, but
it’s just as much degrading.
the sad part is that women
have to deal with this kind of
treatment on a day to day
basis when breastfeeding
their infants.
if you’re offended by a
child being fed, then you’re
the problem in this situation.
according to National conference of state legislatures,
47 states have laws that
specifically protect the rights
of a breastfeeding mother.
However, two of the three
states that don’t have those

laws set in place actually exempt breastfeeding moms
from all nudity and public indecency laws.
What right does anyone
have to come up to a mother
and her child and shame her
for something natural? the
intended purpose for breasts
is quite literally to produce
milk for offspring to feed
from.
it is only natural instinct
for a mother to see fit to the
needs of her child, including
making sure the child has a
full belly. Not only does
tending to a child bring the
mother peace of mind, but
also those around her who
can see that a child is being
cared for.
a nursing baby is much
more desirable to be around
than a screaming baby who is
just looking for something to
eat.
No matter your opinion on
public breastfeeding, the
happiness and well nourishment of a child should be the
main priority.

‘13 Reasons’ is Netflix’s
newest binge-show
by iSaaC burSoN
opS Staff writer
you don’t need 13 reasons
to watch “13 Reasons Why.”
the internet has fallen in love
with “13 Reasons Why” and
i’m right there with them.
“13 Reasons Why” is a
new Netflix series directed by
tom mccarthy based off the
popular book written by Jay
asher. the series is about a
teenage girl, Hannah Baker,
who commits suicide and
leaves behind 13 tapes that
expose the people who hurt
her. the series explores how
each character affected Hannah.
there are many things that
i enjoyed about the series.
many walks of life are represented by each character. For
example some characters
come from broken families,
military families and single
parent families. the series
also feature many characters
from different ethnic back-

grounds. as someone who
comes from a culturally diverse family, this aspect of
the show appealed to me immensely.
the series also created a
main character, Hannah, that
was very relatable to a typical
teenager. as the series progresses, the viewer becomes
more and more attached to
Hannah. the watcher sees all
the hardships and ridicule
other students put Hannah
through.
When i watched the show i
felt like she was a lifelong
friend, someone who i could
talk to and tell anything to. i
wanted to reach out and help
her through this difficult time.
the writers made the series
feel very personal and easy to
connect with
the show drives home the
idea that your actions,
whether positive or negative,
can affect someone. your
small act of kindness could
help someone through the

“...It’s really amazing because the people suspended...have to get out
and do something...”
Corin Halter
junior

“It’s a better idea than just
forcing kids out of school.
It’s nice that there is going
to be a positive impact
from this.”
Sarah Haygood
junior

tHeRe’s moRe to WaitRessiNg
tHaN WHat you see
by SuNSHiNe GaMbiLL
opS Staff writer
When i was little i could never understand
why the waitress took so long to get my family's drinks, take food out to the table, or how
they could completely forget our straws.
When are we getting refills?
But now, i have waitressed at two different
places in which i had an array of responsibilities and work to be done. Between these two
places, i’ve learned a lot, and i especially
learned to respect my waitress.
the last waitressing job i had was a struggle. the job wasn’t only waitressing, it included answering phones, ringing up carry out
and delivery orders, food preparation and the
nightly cleaning. a lot of responsibility is put
on the waitress throughout the night.
From this job, i learned to work hard. some
nights, i’d be the only waitress there.
granted, business was slower on these nights,
but regardless, i knew to succeed in the workplace, i had to work hard, be quick, and there
was absolutely no time to slack. i preferred
the faster-pace nights because it kept me busy,
but every now and then a break would have
been nice. that is exactly why i switched to a
different waitressing job.
it took me a long time to earn my second
waitressing job. in a lot of restaurants, one has
to work back in the kitchen or dishes or do
food prep before moving to the “front”-waitressing--which is thought to be the top
job.
Where i work, a person will usually start at
salad bar, then move onto hosting or drive
thru, and finally waitressing. it took me nearly
a year and half to reach waitressing.
since then, i’ve met the regular customers
who come in every week, the people who tip
low because i work at a buffet and they think
i get paid a decent wage other than tips, high
school and college kids who don’t have the
money to tip and lastly, the newcomers from
different towns who don’t know how the buffet works.
i’ve seen people get snippy over drink orders and seating arrangements. these misday, or even save them from
something that is irreversible.
although i liked many
things about the series, there
are a few things that i did not
like. i thought that the series
could be somewhat slow in
some places. i also did not
like how the high school
characters were portrayed in
such a cliche way. the characters were portrayed as
teenagers who only socialize
at coffee shops, throw massive parties every weekend
and organize pep sessions for
any sporting event.
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are
takes
usually an
accident. But
Our pOlicy:
i’ve
also
Persons
wishing to comment
heard, “it’s
on the news or opinions reokay, take ported in the Old post Sentinel
your time, are encouraged to write letters
w h e n e v e r to the editor. letters should be
you get a brief (250 words maximum)
chance,” and and must be signed by the author. letters will be edited for
“oh, sit me space, grammar, and libelous
w h e r e v e r material. Persons or businesses
you want to interested in advertising in the
Old post Sentinel are encourput me.”
aged
to contact the editor as
i’m very
well. letters and advertising insorry i come quiries may be mailed to Old
to your table post Sentinel, c/o lincoln High
too often and school, 1545 s. Hart st. Rd.,
annoy you. vincennes, iN 47591. email
be
sent
to:
e v e r y o n e may
lancasterh@vcsc.k12.in.us
eats at a different pace
lincOln HigH ScHOOl
MiSSiOn StateMent & pOlicy:
and some are
ready
for vincennes lincoln High
dessert in 20 school is committed to educating all students for success in a
m i n u t e s dynamic society. students enwhile others rolled, or intending to enroll, at
aren’t ready lincoln High school are not
for another denied enrollment in any class
hour. this because of sex, race, color, religion, national origin, or disstands true ability.
for the flip
side,
i’m
sorry if i don’t come to your table often
enough. When i don’t come to your table to
get your drinks right away, it is not because
i’m fooling around in the back with my
coworkers. if i haven’t made it to your table
yet, it’s usually because i am doing a million
other tasks required by my job.
Waitstaff make mistakes because they are
human. there is a whole other world the customer doesn’t see beyond the “front” of the
restaurant.
i now know all of the answers to the questions i had as a small child. if you’ve never
waitressed, these questions may still be a mystery. Just please, try to be understanding.

still, i would definitely recommend watching “13 Reasons Why.” i think it is a
series that every high
schooler should watch and
learn from. Not only does the
series appeal to teenagers, but
also parents and adults.
the show can help parents
look for signs of depression
and hopefully help their children.
the show is rated tv-ma
and all episodes are streaming
now on Netflix.

Only one more
issue of the OPS left
this year!
May 13 will be the
final print edition for
the year.
We ll continue to
keep you informed
on our website and
on social media!
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JROTC wraps up Raider season
By EMMA MARTIN
OPS COPy EdITOR
On Saturday, May 22 the
Junior Reserve Officer
Training Corps received the
Overall First Place trophy at
the second annual Army/Air
Force JROTC Regional
Raider Competition at Terre
Haute North over three other
schools, much like the many
others they have competed
in this year.
The Raider competition is
a series of events that tests
the different aspects of the

JROTC teachings including
the Air Force physical fitness test, the Army litter
carry obstacle course, the
Army tug-of-war competition, and the Air Force unlimited dodge ball event.
They came in first in all sections accept the physical fitness test, which they scored
second in.
“Our Cadets’ ability to
adapt and overcome these
differences from other Army
and Navy Regulations and
Rules in Raider Competitions set them apart all sea-

Lincoln Scoreboard
BASEBALL
Varsity at Barr Reeve, April 20
BARR REEVE (1)
LINCOLN (6)
Junior Varsity at Evansville Central,
April 20
LINCOLN (2)
EVANSVILLE CENTRAL (13)
Varsity vs. Mount Vernon, April 21
MOUNT VERNON (6)
LINCOLN (7)
Varsity vs. North Daviess, April 25
NORTH DAVIESS (1)
LINCOLN (11)
Junior Varsity at Boonville
LINCOLN (4)
BOONVILLE (6)

TRACK & FIELd
at Washington, April 20
JASPER 70
LINCOLN 44
WASHINGTON 42
First place finishes
Alanna Green, 100 meter dash 12.6,
200-meter dash 26.5
Victoria Debrock, high jump 5 ft. 2 in.
Lena Stephens, shot put 35 ft. 11 in.
Kaylee Lange, 3200-meter run 13:16.75
Vs. Rivet, South Knox, Princeton
LINCOLN 81
RIVET 69
SOUTH KNOX 55
PRINCETON 39
First place finishes
1600-meter relay, 4:29.00, Kristen Tabler,
Victoria Debrock, Rachel Frey and
Alanna Green
Rachel Frey, pole vault 9 ft.
Alanna Green 200-meter dash 26.22
Victoria Debrock, high jump 4 ft. 8 in. and
Discus 93 ft. 5 in.
Lena Stephens, shot put, 36 ft. 7 in.

SOFTBALL
Varsity at Barr-Reeve, April 26
LINCOLN (10)
BARR-REEVE (0)
Varsity vs. Mt. Carmel, April 24
MT. CARMEL (0)
LINCOLN (4)

son,” said 1st Sgt. Brian
Deckard.
They proved him right by
coming in first overall at the
competition, including a tug
of war challenge, where
their longest round, out of
the three rounds, lasted only
5 seconds.
Junior Trey Richards is the
commander of the Raider
team, and he was pleased
with their performance and
what it means for the future.
“We will be more physically prepared for the events
they will throw at us.”
Deckard said, “This is the
final event for the season for
the Alice Battalion JROTC
Cadets, who finished the
season at 10-3.”
The other cadets involved
were juniors Camie Peterson, Logan Hamm, Johnny
Devine, Mason Adams, and
Caleb Smith, sophomores
Kaleb Audette, Chris Lunnam, and Seth Vanmatre,
and freshmen Michael Dunning and Kylee Adams.

Unified track
opens season
By JAdEN FIELd
OPS STAFF wRITER
The Unified Track Team is
getting back in their routine
to have a great season with
four new members and 12
returning. They held their
first meet on April 25 at Lincoln.
Results from that meet
were not provided to the
OPS by publication deadline.
Unified Track is a program
that combines student athletes with students who may
have intellectual or physical
disabilities and gives them a
chance to compete in a
IHSAA-sanctioned events.
Unified track partners
competitors with members
of the Lincoln track and
field team, and they practice
like any other athlete.
They perfect their individual events and at the end of
practice they do challenges
and team bonding such as
challenging their teammates
to race.
Senior Lena Stephens is in
her third year competing
with the unified team.
“The partners―who are
the athletes―are super good
with all the kids,” she said.
The athletes help the kids
out with any of the kid’s
needs to help them in their
events added Stephens.
Stephens said, “Some of
the last year’s partners have
created a special bond and it
is a great thing to see.”
Sophomore Evan Combs is
in his second year with the
team.
“We are all very excited,
especially after last year,
when we made it to state,”
referring to the team com-

Members of the JROTC Alice Battalion pose with their
first place trophy from the Terre Haute Navy JROTC
competition on April 22. Contributed photo.

Three-sport athletes find a
way to balance it all
By TOBIAS FLORES
OPS SPORTS EdITOR
To some people the thought
of doing even one sport is exhausting enough, but to some
people sports are a very big
part of their life. Isaac Lane,
sophomore at Lincoln, does
them for more than just the
competitive edge.
Lane is one of a group of
Lincoln students who compete in three sports, staying
busy the whole year. For him,
tennis, basketball and baseball dominate his school year.
“When I am playing I forget
about all of the bad. It is kind
of a stress reliever.” Lane also
said that he plans to continue
the sports throughout high
school,
and
hopefully
throughout college.
Sophomore Alison Hein
plays basketball, volleyball
and tennis.
“I chose to play basketball
because I have been around
the sport since I was born,”
Hein said. “I chose to play
volleyball and tennis because
they looked fun and I enjoy
being part of a team.”
These students who do
these sports, however, have
experience in juggling schedules. Easton Brower, senior at
Vincennes Lincoln high
peting in 2016.
Last year Combs ran the
400-meter and the 4x100
relay with Tony Scott.
“I really enjoy being apart
of something like this, it really gives kids with and
without intellectual disabilities to be a part of a team
and represent our school,”
Combs said.
This year Scott and Combs
are still partners and are
doing shot put and the 100 meter dash.
Scott is very excited about
this season and he wants to
go to state at Indiana University again. The head coach
Darrel Stephens, father of
Lena, is very optimistic
about this year’s team.
Stephens has been coaching
since 1987 and has enjoyed
every opportunity to do so.

school, has been balancing
sports and personal life for
two years.
“Participating in sports has
taught me how to manage my
time wisely, always be punctual, and to work with others
to succeed,” said Brower. He
plays soccer, football, and he
also runs cross country track.
Payton Sievers, junior at
Lincoln, plays softball, basketball, and volleyball. When
it comes to her personal life,
she noticed it takes a hit.
“My sports take up most of
my time so I’m left with very
little free time. It doesn’t affect me as much since I’m
used to it.” She also said that
the sports keep her busy and
out of trouble.
Athletes like this do not do
all these sports alone though.
Caden Kotter, junior at Lincoln, says that his family supports him, and that they enjoy
watching him play basketball,
football and run track.
Of course their family doesn’t take their busy schedule
lightly.
Brower said, when it come
to family, “They were a little
worried about me getting my
school work done because I
had less free time. My family
encourages me and supports
me to do my best.”
“Coaching Unified sports
is a very unique opportunity,” said Stephens. He also
added this sport creates opportunities for all athletes to
make new friends and gain
new athletic experience.
Kylea Jones, Jobs for
America's Graduates instructor, think the program is
“awesome,” and is excited
her son Brock is taking part
in his first year.
She is a sports fan, but
claimed but unified track is
“by far the coolest event”
she has ever been too and
advises other parents to get
involved.
“This is a great opportunity for your child and it allows the students to
interact,” she said.
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Lincoln teacher produces documentary
By BRittON DuDASKO
OPS OPiNiONS EDitOR
Lincoln High School English teacher Tim Helfen has
family roots in blue-collar
East Chicago, Indiana, and
grew up hearing the stories
of basketball traditions and
the sport’s legendary players. Now, he’s produced a
documentary honoring the
stories he heard so often.
“We Are E.C.: The Untold
Story of East Chicago Basketball” premiered back in
February at Showplace 16 in
Schererville, Indiana to a
crowd from all across the region.
It took two years to make,
all the while he was making
the transition to teaching
here at Lincoln.
Helfen teamed up with
Bud Osborne, a videographer and editor, to produce
the film, and was later approached by Brian Jennings
who was looking to narrate
it.
East Chicago basketball is
unique because it has produced over 100 Division 1
college basketball players,
six NBA players and two
WNBA players.
The film highlights East
Chicago’s melting pot community, and includes interviews with Gregg Popovich,
coach of the San Antonio
Spurs and Kawann Short,
who is a current NFL player
for the Carolina Panthers
and played on the East
Chicago Central state championship basketball team in
2007 .
Helfen was overwhelmed
by finally finishing the film.
“I felt a lot of feelings and
emotions- from relief it was
finished to really just a sense

MiGHt NAMED POtG
DRuM MAjOR
By HEAVAN RALL
OPS StAff wRitER

“We Are E.C.: The Untold Story of East Chicago Basketball” is a documentary film written and produced by English teacher Tim Helfen about the history of the high
school’s basketball team. It has been screening in theaters and will soon be released on DVD. Contributed
photo.
of pride and accomplishment. The first time I
watched the final product, I
watched by myself. It was a
peaceful, enjoyable, and
emotional experience for
me.”
The film required thousands of hours of research,
and Helfen traveled to four
different states for interviews.
Four screenings of the film
have been shown already,
and a select few more are
being planned.
The film has also been

submitted to the Indy Film
Festival that will take place
this July.
The DVD release is
planned for August. Helfen
also hopes to have the movie
available on Amazon.
“This project has been a
huge undertaking,” Helfen
said, “but it has truly been a
rewarding experience in
many ways. It has been a
labor of love and I am looking forward to producing
more documentaries in the
future.”

cian and his songs are really
good.”
Might will be conducting
Dalton Might has been in- the show called After the
volved in band for three
Storm for 2017.
years and in marching band
“I’m very excited to see if
for two years. He has rewe can beat the fifth place
cently earnred the title of
we got last year for ‘What
drum major for the Pride of
Goes Around,’” referring to
the Green Marching Band.
their finish at the ISMMA
Bill Marsh,
state finals. It
“His skills will help is the highest
the band director at Linplacement the
him lead from the
coln, had a
podium. He is a very band has relot to say
ceived in state
smart young man and competition.
about the
very dedicated to this In fact,
young musician.
Might is hopprogram.”
“Dalton has
-Bill Marsh, director ing to see the
really grown
band land in
as a musician and also as a
the top three.
performer. His skills will
Since Might will no longer
help him lead from the
be marching on the field,
podium. He is a very smart
Seth Arnold was asked if
young man and very dedithat would be a disadvantage
cated to this program. I have
“Not entirely,” he said,
no reservations at all in his
“but Dalton will be missed.”
ability to lead this state finalMight is also involved in
ist band in 2017.”
Lincoln’s Tri-M Music
Might is ready to take on
Honor Society, track and
his new role.
Vincennes indoor percus“I’m very nervous. Alsion.
though very excited. HopeMight has been preparing
fully it ends up being good.” to become drum major by
Might became involved
working with his instructors,
with band because a lot of
Marsh and Garrett Coffer,
his friends were also inand also trying to stay in
volved. Throughout his mutime more when playing
sical career he has won the
with the band.
title of best overall freshman
Graduating senior Kristen
and outstanding eighth grade Tabler feels good about
musician award.
Might taking leadership in
Junior Kyle Beaman said,
the band.
“Dalton has improved im“Dalton is very friendly, I
mensely over his two years.
think his high energy will
He came in wanting to learn, help motivate the band to
and has done nothing but im- keep their morale up,” she
prove.”
said.
A musical icon that has inPride of the Green’s 2017
fluenced Might is Frank
rehearsals are already under
Sinatra.
way.
“He’s a really good musi-

Choirs see a year of change, look forward to future
By LEXi EDGiN
OPS fEAtuRES EDitOR
In the 2016-2017 school
year, the Lincoln High
School choirs have been facing some changes. Fine arts
department chair Gretchen
Bruner has taken over the
choral program, and she has
given the choirs a fresh,
clean start that includes
changes in music and the
overall uniformity of the
choir.
Principal Steve Combs
gave her the position at the
beginning of the school year.
Bruner said that it was a little overwhelming at first, but
she was hopeful that she
could bring excitement
about being in choir and performing back to LHS.
As far as changes among
the choirs, she admits that
there was a little resistance.
The Lincoln choral program
upheld strong traditions for
many years under the direction of Mark Snyder, who is
now teaching full-time at
Clark Middle School.
Bruner can’t speak about

changes to the daily operations of the choir itself, because she wasn’t aware of
what they were. She’s just
running the classes they way
she knows.
She’s pulling from her experiences teaching choir at
Palestine High School in
Palestine, Illinois.
But Bruner is hoping to
bring back activities that the
the program once did such
as competing, bringing back
the annual soup supper and
adding a holiday dessert
show for the Christmas program.
Still, Bruner is ready to
make new traditions, making
each year better.
One change the community may have noticed is the
lack of formal choir names.
Up until this year, LHS
choirs were broken into
three class sections named
Counterpoints, Accents and
Lincoln Singers.
Now, there are only two
choirs, and Bruner has
named them simply girls
choir and mixed choir. Some
may be under the impression

that the mixed choir is more
advanced, but Bruner
stresses that she wants the
choirs to be unified, and that
she chooses music that will
challenge both of them.
“I don’t want it to ever be
thought of as ‘this choir’ and
‘that choir.’ There are two
choirs with talent,” said
Bruner.
Senior girls choir member
Alycia Bickel believes the
two choirs are closer than
ever this year.
“I believe it is a good
thing, because it makes choir
even more fun,” she said.
That was exactly one of
Bruner’s goals.
Other measures she has
taken to bring the choirs together is teaching more choreography to the girls choir,
picking more pop music
choices and making it so that
each choir has the same costume.
By doing this, Bruner can
achieve her goal for the
choirs and they can be seen
as either separate or as one
unit when needed, or for
members to transition from

one to the other as the need
arises.
“I think it’s good to perform some separate pieces to
add variety to the show, but
it’s fun to combine on the
medleys to produce a
stronger sound,” said senior
mixed choir member Victoria DeBrock of getting to
perform with the girls choir.
As for the future of the
Lincoln choirs, Bruner
would love to increase its
numbers, especially in
adding more male voices.
She wants to continue to
build pride and respect in the
program. As she plans for
her second year, she is excited to have all summer to
plan and reach for new
goals.
The students have a similar vision in mind.
“The (students’) goal is to
get people join and prove
that the choir is a great activity to join,” said senior girls
choir member Sara Hillyard.
“If an underclassmen needs
something to do and find
great friends, join choir.”

Important
end of
year dates
May 8, 6 p.m.
Senior Awards
Ader Auditorium
May 18, 22 &
23, Senior finals
May 24
Senior Holiday
World trip
May 25, 9 a.m.
Mandatory
graduation
practice
10:30 a.m.,
senior brunch, at
the CUMC
Pavilion
May 26
Graduation, be in
Ader at 7 p.m.

