OPS NEWS 1-24-15:OPS Sports Template 1/22/15 11:55 AM Page 1

The Old Post Sentinel

Issue 15 Volume 92

Vincennes Lincoln High School’s student newspaper...since 1924

January 24, 2014

VCSC grappling with bullying statistics

LHS reports 32 incidents
By BRAYDEN LITTLE
OPS sports editor
The Department of Education has recently released
bullying results from the
2013-2014 school year. Lincoln High School reported a
total of 32 incidents of bullying. Overall, the Vincennes
Community School Corporation reported 200.
There are four categories
involved in the reports. One
is verbal incidents, which include name calling and verbal abuse. Physical
incidents are events of hitting or smacking one another. Social relational
incidents are relationship
conflicts between students.
Electronic incidents are anything written on Twitter,
Facebook, or any other form
of social media.
The definition of bullying
from the state involves bullying behavior that has occured on more than one
instance.
At Lincoln, there were
five verbal incidents, one
physical incident, 15 social
relational incidents, and 10
electronic incidents.
Social relational incidents
were the highest form of bullying reported at Lincoln,

and Principal Steve Combs
understood why.
“Some students aren’t
equipped to handle those
conflicts in the most constructive ways,” he said.
All the elementary schools
around the VCSC reported
more physical incidents than
Lincoln. “Younger level
children are learning how to
deal with anger,” Combs explained. “That can come to
a push, shove, or a kick.”
The data was collected and
prepared by teachers or administrators through disciplinary logs entered into
PowerSchool, an in-house
electronic record keeping
program for students, teachers, and parents. Teachers
and administrators can log
bullying incidents that are
emailed to Vice Principal
Dave Hill and dean Don Altstadt.
All of this data was then
compiled from PowerSchool
at the end of the year.
Combs is comfortable and
believes that the data is accurate and has very simple
advice on how students and
parents can lower this data.
“The Golden Rule applies.
Do unto others as you would
have done to you.”

Williams speaks to students about bullying
By KARA HEDRICK
OPS staff writer
On Jan. 15 and 16 there was
a convocation for Clark Middle School students and Lincoln High School freshmen.
Jim Williams spoke about the
struggles that he and his children have been through with
bullying, showing that bullying is not an uncommon thing
and it happens to the best of
people.
Williams was brought in to
speak to students in grades
four through nine after the
Vincennes
Community
School Corporation reported
200 incidents of bullying in
the 2013-2014 school year to
the state Department of Education.
“It affects kids, and no one
is thinking it’s a big deal, but
it actually is,” said freshman
Darlus Evans about bullying.
There were three main
points to his speech. First,
kids should feel accepted;
second, that their feelings
should be validated, and
third, that they should be understood. Not only by their
peers, but by their parents as
well. One thing he said was,
“Your perception of others is
based upon what you think is

Batteries Not Included performing
By CLAIRE DILLON
OPS opinions editor
Lincoln High School’s own
improv comedy group is
preparing for their first show
of the year on Jan. 27 at 6
p.m. in the Lincoln cafeteria.
Batteries Not Included is an
improv group of a variety of
students who are "crazy and
spontaneous" according to
their sponsor, English teacher
Carly Tibbs. Batteries is cosponsored by Lincoln alumna
Camille Watson. The group
has been around since 2010.
Their shows are very similar to the television show
“Whose Line Is It Anyway?”
in which they play a variety
of games and take suggestions from the audience to

play each game. This results
in a spontaneous, different,
funny show each time.
Even though they are an
improv group and technically
make things up as they go
along, they still have to practice for their shows. The
group practices every Monday and Thursday in the cafeteria after school. They play
many diverse games with a
variety of different audience
suggestions to help them prepare for what they may be
prompted with. The group
consists of 13 students, including seven new students,
from all grades.
Junior Rowena Labo has
been in the group since her
freshman year and absolutely
loves it. Labo says that the

audience can look forward to
constant hilarity and being involved with the actors.
Junior Mark Abendroth, a
new member, says he also enjoys being in Batteries.
"Even during rehearsals,
everyone is laughing and having a good time with each
other."
The group plans on making
the show lively and entertaining.
Abendroth states, "My
hopes for the upcoming show
is that it has a large audience
that enjoys watching what we
do just as much as we enjoy
doing it."
The show is free and open
to the public.

Michael Hutchison's junior
history Excel class went to
Vincennes University on
Jan. 6, to record new audio
tours for the George Rogers
Clark Memorial.
The Memorial audio tours
needed to be redone for several different reasons. First,
they were a little outdated
and had not been updated for
at least 15 years. Also, they
were not very engaging for
younger visitors.
"As a result, it was difficult for younger students to
stay focused," Hutchison

said. He added that they
tried to make the tour so it
would be more exciting and
relevant for younger students, and they hope older
visitors will enjoy them as
well.
The students went to the
WVUB studios to record the
new audio tours on Friday
morning. They read from
blog postings that they had
written in Hutchison's class.
These blogs were edited by
Hutchison and Park Ranger
Jason Collins.
It was a fun and new experience for these students.
"It was very odd and nerve
wracking. They kept telling

“...being able to
go up there in
front of everyone
made it easier to
forgive...”
--freshman Tyler
McKibben
Williams encouraged the
kids to show kindness towards their peers, and to think
about others first in retrospective to themselves.
“He was okay, but it wasn’t
very enlightening,” said
Evans of the speaker.

However, Brandon Pfoff,
dean of students at Clark, told
the Sun Commercial that he
was impressed with the kids
and with Williams.
“It takes a lot of courage to
tell someone you’re sorry and
admit your mistakes,” Pfoff
said.
At the end of the session,
students came up and said
sorry to their peers and to
anyone they’d been mean to,
or just flat out ignored
throughout their school careers. Williams had let the
kids come up and tell him
who they wanted to call up to
the front of the auditorium.
Through him, they apologized, and ended their apology with a hug.
“I think that they were
heartfelt, and being able to go
up there in front of everyone
made it easier to forgive because they didn’t have to go
up there alone,” said freshman Tyler McKibben.
All in all, friendships grew
stronger because of Williams.
People made up and made
others’ high school careers
maybe just a little bit more
enjoyable.

Lincoln searching for host
families for Germans
By ANAIIS ACUÑA
online content editor

Lincoln High School will
be getting dipped in German
culture starting April 6. Sixteen students in 11th grade
and two teachers from
Wasserburg am Inn in
Bavaria, Germany will be visiting Knox County. However,
host families are needed to
accommodate the visiting students.
The program has been
around since the early 1990’s,
when Vincennes’ Sister Cities
started it. Each exchange student is assigned with a host
family. They are already fluent in English, because they
have studied the language
since fifth grade. Each German student will attend
school with a host student.
me I was reading too fast,"
German students even have
said junior Shelby Adams.
presentations prepared on
"It was interesting to go
German culture that they can
into the studio to record.
give to classes they visit
Seeing everyones' questions while they are here at Linon the blogs was fun," added coln.
junior Tamara Greentree.
The German guests are also
Both Hutchison and
taken to visit historic VinRanger Collins hope that the cennes sites. In the past they
partnership between GRC
have visited the Amish counand Lincoln will continue
try. This year they are plansuccessfully.
ning a trip to Lyle Station in
“The partnership between Princeton.
the Memorial and the class
According to coordinator
has been better than we exand German teacher Donna
pected,” said Collins. “The Kramer, the whole program
students have been great to
is “a wonderful opportunity
work with and have brought for our student to expand their
some great ideas.”
awareness of the world and a

Excel class records tours for Memorial
By ABI FOWLER
OPS staff writer

true.”
Afterwards, he had the students write down 3 things to
do with the Columbine and
shootings relating to it: that
they were always boys, that
when you keep your feelings
locked in a jar, school shootings could happen, and that
most bullying is social bullying. He had the students draw
a jar to represent the feelings
of those who initiate school
shootings.

different culture.”
Lincoln students have
found it to be a great experience.
Senior Alex Lewis has
taken part in the past.
"It was cool to see his reactions to all the different things
in the U.S,” he said.
He also advised that for future participants that they
should have various activities
planned for their visit so that
the student can experience as
much as possible.
French teacher Karen
Query has hosted German
teachers several times during
exchanges. She recalls befriending Mr. Haus, who was
in charge of the Wasserburg
exchange.
"He is like an old friend
now. I love catching up with
him,” she said.
"Allow this opportunity to
slow your life down a little,"
added Query. “Enjoy having
the opportunity to share your
American
culture
and
Hoosier hospitality as well as
learn about German culture.
It's a wonderful experience!"
If anyone is interested in
hosting a German exchange
student they need to contact
Kramer at Lincoln, and she
will answer any questions that
anyone has. The first meeting
for the exchange will be on
Jan. 22nd at 7 p.m. at Lincoln.
There will be more meetings
to follow as needed.
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“i want the Patriots to win,
because I could say the
team that won beat my favorite team in the AFC
championship.”

Caden Kotter
freshman

“Not the Patriots because they cheated.”
Kobi Kays
sophomore

“The Patriots because...Tom Brady.”
Shelby Boger
junior

“The New England Patriots. I hate the Seahawks.”
Alex Lewis
senior

Standardized tests: How are they changing what we learn?
AUBREY HUDSON
OPS features editor
“Intelligence plus character
that is the goal of true education,” said Martin Luther
King, Jr. I sometimes wonder if America’s education
system is successfully instilling either of these values in
its students.
The last decade of education reforms across America
have led to some unintended
negative consequences. With
an intention of promoting
proficiency in reading and
math, standardized testing
has begun to dominate the
focus of schools. Here at
Lincoln High School, and in

other schools across the state,
teachers of all subjects must
spend class time reciting to
students exactly which Indiana state standards will be
covered in class each day. Algebra students are drilled
over questions that might appear on the Algebra End of
Course Assessment instead of
ensuring that they understand
the valuable problem solving
skills Algebra is intended to
teach. Sophomore English
students spend hours of class
time preparing for the English
ECA, rather than in deep discussion of literary topics.
On paper, these tactics are
working. Our school’s test
scores are improving, and

that is wonderful. But are students learning the valuable
knowledge our teachers have
to offer or are simply they
learning to pass a test?
Lincoln is not the only
school affected by standardized testing. Schools across
the country deal with the
same issue, because the jobs
of administrators and teachers
depend on the students in
their schools passing state
mandated tests. While standardized testing seems to be
an accurate way to assess students nationally, it can have
devastating consequences for
students.
Monty Neill, an education
specialist, said that many stu-

dents leave high school without the critical thinking skills
necessary for college level
courses. “After so many years
of multiple choice tests where
only one answer can be correct, they don’t understand
that there might be more than
one good answer, or that it
could change under different
circumstances,” he said.
Standardized tests only capture a glimpse of students’
abilities. Students should not
be defined by one score, but
by the quality of their work
over a school year. Otherwise, education could lose its
purpose which, like Dr. King
said, is to give students intelligence and character.
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Proud to say the Pledge of Allegiance
By KAELA SPEIGNER
OPS staff writer
Throughout my high school
career, I've had a couple first
period classes where I'm the
only student who verbally
says the Pledge of Allegiance.
The teacher and the students
didn't even say it! If they did,
it was so quiet that I couldn't
hear it over my sincere voice.
I saw that some of the students just stood there, exercising their freedom of
speech by not saying the
pledge with their hand over
their heart. This didn't surprise me too terribly much,
but I thought to myself one
day, "Why should we say the
pledge? I mean, how am I
helping my country by saying

these words?” The question I
should've asked myself is
"Why not say the pledge?" It
is a symbol of our freedom
and patriotism.
Reciting the Pledge of Allegiance doesn't just mean rambling out words that students
learn in kindergarten. If people really break it down to the
bone, they'd understand that
what they're saying is a promise of loyalty and love for this
country in which we live in.
There are reasons for why
this land is called "the land of
the free and the home of the
brave."
There may be some restrictions that are set, but think of
the rights that we do have that
other countries cannot luxuriate in. Four examples ex-

pressed by Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1941 are "the freedom of speech, the freedom
of worship, the freedom of
want and the freedom from
fear.” In North Korea, the
people are not allowed to do
or say anything without approval from their government.
Men and women fight overseas to ensure that these freedoms will not be taken from
us. Saying the Pledge of Allegiance is a sign of gratitude
and respect for those risking
their lives to keep this country from being leashed and invaded by another countries.
Even though our country
isn’t perfect, we can still
show that we are thankful to
have the freedoms by saying

Hilarious Holidays with
Yours Truly No. 14

Books vs. Technology: Both have benefits
By ZACHARIAH KIRK
OPS staff writer
Beginning in 2011 the Vincennes Community School
Corporation upgraded from
using dirty, old books to issuing the freshmen and sophomores iPads.
As of 2014, the VCSC
now buys Chromebook laptops as our source of education for the freshmen and
future generations. The iPads
and Chromebooks have both
advantages and disadvantages for our high school ed-

ucation.
On the technology side of
education, you can do more
things than a book can with
an iPad or Chromebook.
Technology is lighter than
multiple--mabe even one-heavy book. If you need to
look up a word in a book online you can go to the search
bar and type in the key word
and it pops up in seconds. It
is a lot faster than looking it
up in a book. When you need
to write a paper you can just
type it up and everyone can
read it. Every word is spell

checked, every sentence is
proof read, the words can be
on a certain font and neatly
spaced, and all of this is done
automatically. Unlike books
the screen is lit up and you
can use it in the night or day.
But a book can do some
thing that a Chromebooks or
iPad can't do. The book doesn't have to rely on the internet
to upload documents and assignments. The lesson plan is
in the book and you don't
have to rely on the internet to
have your teachers lesson
plans. Also what happens if

your technology dies during
class? You don't have your
books, your homework, your
essays. Your are lost.
With the book you physically have everything you

need. Also you don't have to
charge your book every day it
is all there.
Both have benefits, it just
depends on the type of person
you are.
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GIRLS’ BASKETBALL
Junior Varsity
vs. Sullivan, Jan 15. 66-23, Win
Varsity
vs. Sullivan, Jan 15. 77-37, Win
BOYS’ BASKETBALL
Freshman
at Southridge, Jan. 20. 47-38, Win
vs. Gibson-Southern, Jan 19. 47-38, Win
at Pike Central, Jan 15. 39-38, Win
Junior Varsity
vs. Mt. Vernon, Jan 16. 40-26, Win
at Sullivan, Jan 17. 42-40, Win
Varsity
vs. Mt. Vernon, Jan 16. 60-45, Win
at Sullivan, Jan 17. 46-31, Win
WRESTLING
at Sullivan Invitational, Jan 17.
Team, 1-4
Daniel Miller (126), 5-0
Nic Dellion (195), 5-0

Golf cart rides offered at ball games
By KAITLIN HOLT
OPS staff writer
Lincoln has recently begun
giving free of charge golf
cart rides to those in need of
assistance getting to the
school from the parking lots
to the front doors at home
basketball games.
The Knox County Sheriff's
Department recently donated
the golf cart to the school.
They themselves had obtained the golf cart from a
drug seizure and figured Lincoln could put it to better
use. It now has a weather
cover to keep riders warm
during the cold winter
months. It was donated by
long-time Alice fan Archie
Webber.
Students in National Honor

Society are usually the drivers during games, however
anyone can voluntarily sign
up to help. Drivers patrol the
parking lots and ask anyone
if they are in need of assistance or if they would just
like a warm-ride up to the
school.
National Honor Society
member junior Trent McCrary has enjoyed being able
to help out.
"It really feels good that I
can help out the elderly in
the community," McCrary
said.
Principal Steve Combs
says the program is working
very well and is pleased with
the results. "The idea was
given to us by the school
board," Combs said. "It's a
great idea," he added.

Athlete of the week:
Jessica Donovan
By MYRA BAUER
OPS staff writer
Adviser’s note: Last week,
we ran out of room in our
print edition and ran this feature in our online edition.
We hope you will enjoy seeing it in print.
Last week’s athlete of the
week was sophomore swimmer Jessica Donovan. Donovan is the daughter of Karl
and Ann Donovan. She has
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Athletes of Character program defunct

By ZACH HORRALL
Editor-in-Chief

Vincennes Rotary Club were
co-sponsors of the Athlete of
Character, with Rotary payDue to a lack in funding ing for most of the cost, and
from sponsors, the much an- the YMCA supplying the
ticipated Athlete of Character luncheon
honoring
the
program is no more.
stuents. Around November
The program, which started 2013, after the students had
in 2005, was an honor be- already been selected, Rotary
stowed to 24 student athletes decided to drop their sponsorfrom the four Knox County ship of the program.
schools, six from each school.
With the help of the four
Each student represented county schools, lead by North
one of Josephson Institute of Knox superintendent Darrel
Ethics' Six Pillars of Charac- Bobe, the Athletes of Character from their organization ter program was able to conCHARACTER COUNTS! tinue for the 2013-2014
The six pillars are: Trustwor- school year. However, it was
thiness, Respect, Responsibil- only a one-year deal.
ity, Fairness, Caring, and
Former Vincennes Rotary
Citizenship.
president Jim Gislason said,
According to the organiza- "It was something that was
tion’s website, the Six Pillars coming, and we ran into a sitof Character are meant to uation where we lost control.
teach character education in a Athletic directors started
way that doesn't exclude any- making decisions, and we
one by using values that aren't weren't comfortable."
political, religious, or cultur"It became a popularity
ally biased.
contest," he said of the proTo be an Athlete of Charac- gram, while explaining that it
ter, student-athletes had to has simply run its course.
only fit into one criteria: be a
The program that Rotary
participant in at least two decided to move on to is the
sports. The athletes were se- Backpacks with Love, which
lected by their respective ath- provides food-filled backletic directors.
packs for underprivileged
There were no scholarships children.
McDonald's, locally owned
or awards for being an AthDeb
and
Wally
lete of Character. It was sim- by
ply an honor given to the Nowakowski, had been approached and considered
students.
The Vincennes YMCA and being a sponsor for the pro-

gram, but they were eventually not needed because the
schools picked up the cost.
Students throughout Lincoln High School are disappointed with the news the
program is no more.
"Seeing the Athletes of
Character every year, I had always hoped and strived to be
one," said senior Kristina Altstadt. "Being a senior and
being told we would not have
the opportunity was a definite
disappointment."
Senior Brandt Nowaskie is
hopeful that it will make a
comeback.
"I think it could return in
time. It's nice for people to be
recognized for doing the right
thing."
"I would absolutely be a
sponsor of the Athlete of
Character in the future, as
long as there was another
sponsor involved," said Deb
Nowakowski, who is also a
science teacher at Lincoln.
"It's a very plausible thing
to go back to," she said, because all that would need to
be paid for is the photos and
the printing of the trading
cards and posters.
She also added that were
McDonald's to be a sponsor,
she would request a stricter
criteria for featured athletes
that included "extremely specific character traits."

Athlete of the week: Tate Shuckman
By MEGAN JONES
OPS staff writer
This week's athlete of the
week is freshman Tate
Schuckman. Matt and Kristi
Schuckman are his parents
and Zach and Madison are
his older siblings.
Schuckman has been playing basketball for seven
years. He has been the leader
of his team almost every year
he has played.
Schuckman plays baseball
during the summer, and in his
spare time he likes playing
basketball at the YMCA.
He played basketball for
Indiana Basketball Academy
and has won several tournament trophies.
His most memorable moment while playing basketball
was hitting a game winning
shot from half-court while he
played in IBA.
His most recent memorable
moments have been made
one sister, Alli Donovan.
She has been swimming for
eight years and is involved
with the Vincennes Swim
Team. Donovan has been
awarded with the McDonald's
award and All Conference in
200 yard freestyle while
swimming for Lincoln.
Donovan has an admirable
goal.
“I want to win sectionals in
the relay and 100 backstroke,
and advance to state,” she

Photo by Rene LaMontagna

playing varsity on the Lincoln
High School basketball team.
Basketball coach Jeff Hein
says Schuckman works extremely hard.
"Tate is very coachable and
works hard on and off the
basketball floor,” he said.
Retired professional basketball player Michael Jordan is
said.
In the off season, Donovan
lifeguards at the YMCA and
Rainbow Beach.
Donovan said, "My most
memorable moment was winning 200 freestyle in Big 8
Conference and setting the
school record in the 200
freestyle relay at sectionals."
Donovan does not want to
continue swimming while in
college. She wants to focus
on strictly academics.

Schuckman's most admired
athlete.
"He is the greatest basketball player of all time. He
never quit and always
worked hard."
Schuckman's future plans
include going to college to
enter the medical field at Indiana University. He wants to
major in radiology.
Schuckman would still like
to play basketball after high
school.
"It will be a great opportunity to be able to play. I love
the game too much to stop."
Discipline and self confidence are what Schuckman
has learned from playing
sports.
"I learned how to manage
my time between school and
sports," he added.
"Have confidence in yourself. Work hard in school and
sports but remember that you
are a student first," Shuckman
advises athletes.
She admires swimmer
Missy Franklin, because she
is a 17-year-old Olympic gold
medalist.
“Work hard and you get
good results,” said of swimming and what it has taught
her.
"Stay out of trouble, study
hard, and work hard in your
sport," Donovan advises
younger athletes.
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ASK BIG A: Advice for every Alice
"How does one get past senioritis?" - An infected senior
Dear infected senior,
Senioritis is a serious condition that seems to have no
other cure than graduation.
Many believe that it is imaginary; a supposed affliction
of students in their final year
characterized by a decline of
motivation and performance
that is really just laziness. I
am sure, however, that you
and many other seniors are
unfortunately infected, and
there are a few ways to get
around it if you're dedicated.
Now, I know the majority
of students dislike the idea
of doing something they do
not want to do. Especially
with your electronics beckoning to check Facebook and
play what ever game is popular that week. Unfortunately, you still have
responsibilities, and letting
senioritis control your need
to watch three seasons of

“Parks and Rec” on Netflix
will definitely get in the way.
Put distractions away
please. You can't possibly be
paying attention to what
you're doing while texting or
playing games. Keep it out
of arm's reach or out of sight
to prevent a quick update to
your status.
Some other good ways of
making sure you get your
time in for studying or finishing homework is to immediately start on it when
you have free time. The
sooner you get it done, the
sooner you can do what you
want to do. If that is not motivation enough, then try rewarding yourself after a job
well done.
Just do it. Life is going to
go on no matter if you're
ready for it or not. Getting
behind on classes because
you simply don't feel like
doing it is not worth it. Just
remember it is only for a
while longer before you're
done with high school.

Senior Spotlight: Brayden Little

By MYRA BAUER
OPS staff writer
This week's senior spotlight
is sports editor Brayden John
Steffey Little. Little was born
in Vincennes to his parents,
Mark and Gena Little. He has
two siblings, Tessa LittleBoger, and Andrew Anson.
Another member of his family is his dog, Julian.
Little is employed at Hallmark. His hobbies are swimming, cross country, track,
and hanging out with “the one
and only,” David Atkinson.
He is also involved in the genealogy and cheer block
clubs at Lincoln High School.
Little's favorite teachers include social studies teacher
Kevin Myers, English teacher
Steven Toy, and social studies
teacher Seth Skelton.
"The best thing about Lincoln is the supportive students in sports, and the
supportive teachers in education,” Little said.
He is involved in swim,
track, and cross-country. He
is involved in National Honors Society and spends much

of his time volunteering at
various places. Little has received the Legion Award for
cross country, he is a twoyear cross-country regional
qualifier, and a swim sectional finalist in the 500
freestyle and 100 back stroke.
His favorite quote is from
Olympic runner, Steve Prefontaine: "I run best when I
run free."
His advice to underclassmen is "get involved, it helps
to manage time and you are
able to meet new people"
Little's favorite book is
"Catcher in the Rye," and his
favorite movie is “The Great
Gatsby." He plans to attend

Indiana University-Purdue
University Indianapolis to
study homeland security and
swim for their team.
He says, "If someone tells
you that you're incompetent
and won't succeed in something, shut their mouths with
success."
His most embarrassing moment is nearly false starting in
swim sectionals for the 500
freestyle. His most memorable moment is beating a
record-holding opponent on
Gibson-Southern’s
senior
night.
"The devastation in his eyes
was
perfection,"
Little
boasted.

activities include choir,
drama, student council, and
National Honor Society.
Her favorite classes are
choir, tech theater, and AP
English, while her favorite
teachers are English teacher
Haley Lancaster, choir
teacher Mark Snyder, and social studies teacher Seth
Skeleton. Margerum loves a
wide variety of books, but
her favorite would have to be
“Looking for Alaska,” by
John Green.
Margerum plans on auditioning in February for collegiate
musical
theater
programs, so she is still unsure of which college she
will attend.
Margerum’s most memorable moment during high
school would be standing on
the national wall to watch
Barack Obama’s inauguration ceremony in 2013 while
attending the High School
Presidential Inaugural Conference.
“If you want to participate

in something, do it. It doesn’t
matter if you’re the only one
to do it, or if there’s a chance
of failure,” she advises underclassmen. She adds, “If you
allow yourself to stand out,
you will meet awesome people and have amazing experiences you never thought
you’d have.”

Artist of the Week:
Zach Chapman Senior Spotlight: Lora Margerum
By REID McCLURE
OPS staff writer

tered the use of pen and ink
and experimented with

By KARLIE MESSENGER
OPS staff writer

“I’m going to succeed because I’m crazy enough to
think I can,” is this week’s
senior
spotlight
Lora
Margerum’s favorite quote.
Margerum was born in
Racine, Wisconsin to her parents, Eric and Debbie
Margerum. While she does
not having any siblings, she
has one dog, Angel, and two
cats, Socks and Tigger.
Margerum enjoys singing,
dancing, acting, and mostly
anything that allows her to be
creative. She has placed gold
every year at the ISSMA solo
and ensemble district and
state competitions throughout
her high school career. She
adding his own techniques to has maintained a 4.0 GPA
the media,” Lane said.
through all her years of
Chapman also plays for the schooling, and has attended
bowling team for Lincoln,
six leadership conferences,
because it is his other passome which have taken place
sion.
in Indianapolis, Boston, and
His favorite artist is SalWashington D.C.
vador Dali.
Margerum’s extracurricular
"He used his imagination
and that's what I work with."
Zach said. His favorite work
by Dali is "Persistence of
Memory," because he feels
that the piece speaks to him. By DAVID WINBURN
After high school, ChapOPS staff writer
man wants to study animation or illustrate for
The Lincoln High School
children's books. He plans to media center will soon be imdo more art later on, but he
plementing a writing center to
thinks the hard part will be
help students with writing asgetting noticed.
signments.
"Be creative with your
Librarian Jamie Wagler will
mind and don't be afraid to
be heading the project and
"Zach is strong in his illus- express yourself,” he advises will accept appointments in
trative designs. He has mas- artists.
two to three weeks. Appointments can be made anytime,
and sessions will take place
during enrichment on TuesW e’re on Tw itter! @ LincolnOPS
day and Thursday.
The writing center will conIt's that
time again
for Lincoln
High School's
artist of the
week, and
this week is
focused on
senior artist
Zach Chapman. Chapman is the
son of
Melissa Luttrell and Jon
Chapman. He
also has a
sibling, Lexi
Wilson.
Chapman has been involved with many forms of
art at Lincoln, such as Advanced Placement art studio
and painting. Outside of Lincoln he usually likes to draw
just for fun.
Zach's inspiration for getting into art was from his
grandma, Cheryl Biehl. She
taught him when he was little. The reason why Zach
likes art so much is because,
to him, it's his way to open
up to the world.
Chapman won first place
ribbon at an art show for his
work called "Horror Garden."
His mentors are art teacher
Amy Lane and his grandmother.

Media Center to develop writing lab for students;
Peer editing to help improve writing
sist of several student peer
editors who will aid students
with all aspects of English
class, from writing notecards
to outlining text, to proper
punctuation in essays and
short-answer questions.
Wagler read several professional journals, like School
Library Monthly, for the idea.
Then she looked for other
schools in the country that
use this form of English aid,
and discovered Madison High
School in Portland, Oregon.
She found the idea to be an
effective way to raise English

grades in Madison High, and
wished to integrate the concept at Licnoln.
“I’m hoping it raises test
grades and works as a standardized test preparation for
Lincoln students!” Wagler explained
Students love the idea, and
are excited for the writing
center.
“I think that [the writing
center] a wonderful idea. I believe it will help a lot of students!” said junior Macy
Thorne.

