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Lincoln announces ‘Shrek the Musical’ cast

By ZACHARIAH KIRK
OPS staff writer

By HALEY S. LANCASTER
OPS adviser

producing “Shrek the Musi- Shrek can get his swamp looking forward to work with
cal.” The part of Shrek is back from fairy tale creatures her,” he added.
played by senior Parker New- in exile. The musical features
Combs’ job is to call the
man, Princess Fiona by senior new songs not heard in the light, sound, and curtain cues
Annie Miller, Lord Farquaad film.
throughout the show--a big
by senior Collin Crabtree and
Crabtree will have a new job no one sees.
Donkey by freshman Seth challenge in this year’s show.
“The toughest part of the
Arnold. The stage manager
“Dancing and walking on job is making sure everything
will be junior Ryan Combs.
my knees for the entire runs smoothly and on time,”
The musical’s plot is the show,” Crabtree explained is he said.
same as the 2001 Dream- how audiences will see him
“We had an exceptional
works movie in which Shrek as he plays the tiny Farquaad. group of talented performers
and Donkey go on a journey
Miller is excited and look- who tried out,” said Bruner.
to save Princess Fiona on be- ing forward to the musical “I don’t know that I would
half of Lord Farquaad so and she added, “I love spend- say ‘hard to cast,’ but there
ing time with all my friends were some challenges.”
that appreciate theater like I
Still, this will be different
do.”
from aspt Lincoln musicals.
“I’m looking forward to
“‘Shrek’ is a more contemmaking my last show the porary show and not the clasprogram were given the test. best,” said Newman. “Annie sic ‘Sound of Music’ or
is very talented, and I’m ‘Oklahoma,’” she said. “It
If a student doesn’t meet

Starting in the 2015-2016
school year, Lincoln students
will have even more opportunities to graduate with college credits.
After three years of planning, Lincoln has partnered
with Vincennes University to
begin an Early College program. The goal of this program is for students to
graduate with a 30-hour certificate known as the Indiana
Core Transfer List, a group
of courses accepted at any
public institution in Indiana
and some private institutions.
Kim Breitweiser is Lincoln’s Early College advisor
and has been working with
guidance counselor Erika
Shepard in rolling out the
program. Registration for
2015-2016 schedules began
Feb. 9, so students will be
learning more about the program in the coming weeks
from Shepard.
“We are looking at our current junior class and evaluating the dual credit they have
already completed, and it is
our hope that several of them
will be able to complete the
30-hour certificate by the
end of their senior year,”
said Breitweiser.
After being approached by
VU Early College Dean Carolyn Jones, Lincoln is now
one of eleven schools in the
state that have partnered
with VU to do this program.
There are currently 25
courses available for dual
credit in the program. However, there are prerequisites.
The most significant of
which is completion of the
Accuplacer test, in which
students must meet a subject
area benchmark to take that
subject’s class. Recently, 50
sophomores who declared
interest in the Early College

the benchmark and still
wants to pursue Early College classes, Lincoln will be
offering a computer based
class to improve their skills
to perform well on the Accuplacer.
The advantage for students
will be savings. Each class
will cost $25 to $75 dollars
per credit hour.
“Tuition for Indiana residents to VU is currently
$158.40 per credit hour. So,
for example, if a student
takes English 101 at LHS in
the Early College program-which is taught by an LHS
faculty member--at $25 per
credit hour, they will save
approximately $400. And
that is just one course!” explained Breitweiser.
There are currently 15 Lincoln faculty members approved to teach dual credit
courses, some of whom have
already been teaching dual
credit through Project Excel.
Two more faculty members
are pending approval, and
VU will be bringing in two
adjunct faculty members to
teach. Several other courses
will be team taught by VU
and LHS faculty via the Internet.
The Early College doesn’t
mean Advanced Placement
is being tossed to the side,
either.
“If a class is offered for AP
and college credit, then absolutely a student can take
the AP exam for this
course,” said Shepard.
Parents of eighth grade
students can learn more
about this program at Eighth
Grade Parent Night Feb. 24
at 6 p.m. in Ader Auditorium. A second meeting for
parents of current high
school students about the
program will be held. Feb.
26 at 6 p.m., also in Ader
Auditorium.

“From big green ogre to
dwarf ruler of a kingdom, a
talking donkey and some really crazy fairy tale characters, ‘Shrek’ definitely will
not disappoint in the ‘unique’
category,” said this year’s
musical director Gretchen
Bruner.
The Vincennes Community
School Corporation and the
VCSC Drama Boosters are

College credit opportunities
are on the rise at Lincoln

RAK CLUB
RAK will now be collecting
money for the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society at the
boys’ basketball game on Feb. 27.

definitely has some edgy,
playful moments as well as
some tender moments. I
think every Lincoln musical
has something that makes it
unique.”
Forty-one Lincoln students
will perform the show, with
an additional 27 Lincoln and
Clark Middle School eighth
graders working behind the
scenes as stage hands and
crew.
The show will be April 24
and 25 at 7 p.m. and April 26
at 3 p.m. Tickets are $9 and
can be reserved by calling
812-882-2516.
Adviser Haley S. Lancaster
contributed to this story.

Duke’s Biology II classes disect rats in class
By CLAIRE DILLON
Ops opinions editor
This past week, Shea
Duke’s Biology II classes
began dissecting rats.
The classes began the year
studying about the least complex animals and worked
their way up to mammals.
While wrapping up the end of
their section, Duke thought a
rat dissection would be a
great “culmination of all the
material wrapped up in one
animal.”
The rat also has many
human like features, both internally and externally, and
Duke thought it would be

beneficial for the students to
get a hands-on look into a
similar mammals’ anatomy.
The classes began the procedure by removing all skin
and fur from the rats. For
sophomore Katie Lunsford,
this was her least favorite
part.
She said, “I didn’t like skinning the rat. It was really
gross!”
After the rats were skinned,
the assignment was to open
the body cavity to find and
identify all internal organs
and body systems, along with
finding muscles.
When asked what she
learned, sophomore Madeline

Joyce said, “I have gained
knowledge from watching
Katie Lunsford dissect the rat,
because I was terrified.”
Duke was happy with the
experiment and says that
while “some were clearly
grossed out” she plans to dissect again in future classes.
Overall, most thought it
was a great experience even if
they were completely grossed
out by it. Lunsford was one of
the few to look past the smell
and enjoy the dissection.
“Dissecting the rat made
me realize how intricate the
anatomy of a body truly is,”
she said.

French student looking for American host
By ANAIIS ACUNA
OPS online content editor
French student Chloé
Quérin is seeking a host
family and pen pal from Vincennes.
Quérin is a highly motivated high school student
from the town of Montreuil,
close to Paris, France. She
lives with her parents and
her younger sister. Quérin is
planning to travel to Vincennes in April and stay for
three months or less, depending on the availability
of the host family.
Quérin has chosen Lincoln
High School to attend for the
exchange because she had
heard that it was twinned
with her high school. Her
principal had also informed
her that there had previously
been several exchanges with
Lincoln.
Quérin looks forward to an
enlightening visit to Vincennes. During her stay,
Quérin intends on improving
her American expressions
and to "discover the American way of life, to share the
day of an American student
and live inside an American
family."
She is also looking forward to sharing her daily
way of life and French customs with her host and fam-

ily. She feels that the experience will help her acquire
maturity through a different
living environment and help
her gain a different vision of
american school and studies.
Some of Quérin hobbies
include seeing movies with
friends, shopping, dancing,
running, playing basketball,
and reading. She is fluent in
English, Spanish and Italian.
Quérin has been studying
English since the age of six
with a personal English

teacher at her school. She
describes herself as “independ, serious, dynamic, organized and easy-going.”
Quérin is very eager to discover the various opportunities provided here and would
enjoy being able to study
abroad.
If anyone is interested in
hosting Quérin they may
contact French teacher
Karen Query at 812-8828480, ext. 6128.

Swimmers heading to state

From left, Sydney Mathias, Susan Skinner, Alli Donovan,
and Jessi Donovan, members of the 200 yd. freestyle
relay team, are set to compete this weekend at the state
finals in Indianapolis. The team broke the school record
with a time of 1:42.10 seconds as they claimed the sectional championship. They broke the old record of
1:44.27, which was set by Maggie Rutherford, Skinner,
Jessi, and Alli in 2014. Photo by Zach Horrall.
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Question of the Week: What are your plans for Valentine’s Day?
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“Stay at
sleep.”

home

and

Sam Corrona
freshman

“Hang out with some
friends and watch
movies.”
Sarah Liddle
sophomore

“I plan on spending
Valentine’s Day with a
book and pizza.”
Crystal Kline
junior

“My plans are to take
my girlfriend out to eat
and go see a movie.”
Nathan Robertson
senior

Calling in sick doesn’t always help
By BEthANY EVANS
OPS staff writer

However I think some people
seem to over exaggerate how
sick they really are and miss
Every person in the world school because of it.
has been sick. some people
I rarely miss school and
get sick easier than others. will avoid missing school un-

Hilarious Holidays With
Yours Truly No. 17

less I am projectile vomiting.
I have noticed that a few of
my fellow students are often
missing school multiple
times.
There are those occasional
bugs that take over every
once in a while, but there are
people out there who miss
school because they have a
headache. Not a migraine-they don't have any head
trauma--they simply had a
tiny headache that would go
away on its own or if they
took medication. some are
looking for an excuse to stay
home all day.
There are actually serious
problems with people missing school. you're going to
be behind on homework and
it will just continue piling up.
you will be lost because you
missed taking notes and will
have a harder time understanding what is going on.
you can only miss so many
unexcused days and even excused days. After seven days
of unexcused absences, you
could even lose credits!
On the other hand, there are

‘Life is Strange’ offers episodic game play
By REID McClURE
OPS staff writer
“Life is strange” is a storybased game that involves you
making choices that affects
the story and also gives you
the ability to control time.
The game is developed by
Dontnod and it's published by
square Enix. you can find
this game on the Pc, Playstation 4, Playstation 3, xbox
One and xbox 360.
This game has five episodes
to it, meaning each episode of
game play can go on for an
hour and a half. As of now,
only the first episode was released and the remaining four
will be released later on this
year.
The story takes place in the
modern day as we know it in
a fictional town called Arcadia Bay, Oregon. The main
protagonist, Max caufield,
left her parents to move back
into her hometown of Arcadia
Bay to study photography at

Blackwell Academy. In
episode one, Max has a nightmare showing Arcadia Bay
being hit by a massive tornado and herself caught in the
storm. Later on in this
episode, Max discovers that
she has the ability to reverse
time.
The graphics in this game
are impressive for the new
generation consoles and even
for the last generation consoles. As for the Pc, it does
have the same graphics as the
consoles have. Although, you
may have to tone down the
resolution a bit, unless you
have a god-like computer to
run this game properly.
The gameplay is simply a
point and click adventure
game with a few twists to it.
The puzzle solving in this
game involves using Max’s
time powers to reverse time
events that go on in the environment. you can also use
these abilities to rewind a
major choice in the game and

change your decision since
this game can force you to
make decisions. At least this
game lets you view both of
the outcomes and have you
see which one you like. Don’t
you just love to have a doover if you feel like you made
a mistake?
In conclusion, I say that
this game is very good in both
storytelling and gameplay.I
like a game that involves a
good story from time to time
because it makes a game
more enjoyable. The time
travel abilities that Max has
can be great to redo a certain
decision or for the puzzles. If
you like a game with good
plot and gameplay value, then
I would check out episode
one because more episodes of
this game have yet to be released and it’s good to know
where to start.
This game is rated M for
mature.

people with serious illnesses
that come to school. If you
have something infectious or
a fever, your doctor tells you
to stay home, or if you can
not function normally then
staying home would be the
best option. Don't strain yourself if you are actually sick.
However, if you just have a
headache, stuffy nose, small
or mild illness or you're just
tired, toughen up buttercup.
you should not miss school
for something so small.
Now if you're like me and
take on your responsibilities
for the day unless you're
dead, there are still a few
things to remember: cover
your sneezes and coughs,
wash your hands often, and
don’t share foods or drinks.
Let’s keep Lincoln healthy
and keep getting work done at
the same time.
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What could winterguard do?
By DAVID WINBURN
OPS staff writer
The Vincennes Lincoln
Pride of the Green’s color
guard is a disciplined, talented group of young women
spin flags, sabres, and rifles
with the marching band each
season.
However, the guard has no
events during the off-season
to practice their skills. This
leaves most of the start of the
marching band season for
guard members to refresh
simple things, and less time
for learning new charts and
maneuvers.
A solution for this would be
to implement a winter guard
season. Winter guard, as opposed to band season color
guard, takes place indoors on
a painted tarp stretched across
the floor.
Junior Emily Bono, a fourth
year guard member, feels passionate about the thought of a
winter guard.
“It is only guard. No band
or drumline kids. We get to
focus on it being ‘our show’
not the ‘band’s show.’”
Bono participates in Inov8,
an Independent A-class winterguard that competes in tri-

state and Winter Guard International competitions based
out of Evansville.
“Being in Inov8… I’ve
learned so many new and
helpful things for guard.”
Band director Bill Marsh
understands the benefits and
deficits of implementing a
program.
“It takes a lot of money to
fund a winter guard… I
would say around 10,000 to
20,000 dollars a season.”
Winter guard would no
doubt bring an advantage for
the POTG in their marching
season, because most of the
other schools in the POTG
class have no winter guard
season either.
To fill this gap in their season, guard members have already been meeting to
practice their skills and learn
new tricks--months earlier
than their usual springtime
auditions for the marching
season.
“The color guard--this year
especially--deserves to show
our talents outside of a football field. After winning best
guard multiple times in 2014,
we should be allowed an independent season,” said
freshman Lexi Edgin.
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GIRLS’ BASKETBALL
v. Evansville Central Feb. 5
Varsity 81-44, loss
Junior Varsity 45-33, loss
BOYS’ BASKETBALL
at Pike Central Feb. 7
Varsity 92-87, loss
Junior Varsity 41-40, win
at Washington Feb. 6
Varsity 40-38, win
Junior Varsity 51-25, win
SWIMMING
Boys’ at Lloyd Pool Feb. 9
Reitz 128
Evansville North 118
Lincoln 62
First place finishes
1 m diving Zach Kirk, 203.90
100 freestyle, Brayden Little
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Boys’ basketball clenches Big 8 win

By KAITLIN HOLT
OPS staff writer
Lincoln's boys’ varsity basketball team defeated Washington on Feb. 6 to clench the
Big 8 conference title.
The game was close
throughout each quarter.
Coach Jeff Hein was pleased
with the team’s performance.
"Brandt [Nowaskie] and
Conner [Barmes] made big
4th quarter 3's to get the game
back tied and allow us to be
in a position to win at the end.
Ethan [Claycomb] scored on
a drive to put us up 2 before
they scored to tie it at 38,"
Hein said.
"We played good defense in
the final three quarters and it
held us in the game," he
added.
The big win was sealed by
a last second shot by senior
Jacob Breece.

"Jacob got the ball on the
wing of an inbounds play,
took one dribble, and shot a
pull-up 10 foot jumper that
bounced off the backboard
then the front of the rim and
bounced in as the buzzer was
sounding," said Hein.
"It felt really good to get the
buzzer beater," said Breece of
his game-winning shot.
The boys were elated over
the final conference win.
"It felt like we played as a
team to achieve our goal for
the Big 8," said junior Anthony Smith.
Throughout the season, the
team has battled hard against
each and every opponent.
"We've had to work hard for
the Big 8 title this year and
have been fortunate to win all
six of our conference games
this season, including the last
second wins in three of the
six conference games," said

Hein, referring to the wins
against Mt. Carmel, Jasper,
and Washington.
"I feel like we played well
in the Big 8 considering we
won
the
conference,"
Nowaskie said. "I'd say that
either Washington or Jasper
was the toughest.”
As sectionals are approaching, the team is focusing on
the last four regular season
games for now.
"We still have four more
season games left and they
will be difficult. However,
that's exactly what we need
leading into the sectional.
Playing good competition
makes us better as a team,"
said Hein. "We hope to continue to compete in our remaining games and learn
from them so we will continue to improve leading into
the Washington sectional the
first week of March.”

Athlete of the week: Julia Zhu Students give YMCA league ball a try;
Lincoln and county players enjoy friendly competition

By MEGAN JONES
OPS staff writer

By AUBREY HUDSON
OPS features editor

This week's athlete of the
week is junior diver Julia
Throughout Knox
Zhu. Suling Zhu and Dong
County’s history, many high
Wang are her parents and
school boys who have choshe is an only child.
sen not play on high school
Zhu has been diving for
basketball teams have entwo years now. Her most
joyed the basketball league
memorable moment is her
at the Vincennes YMCA.
first time competing in secThe intramural basketball
tionals.
league, formerly known as
"It was really intimidating
church league, has been
at first, but as the day went
around for decades. I have
on, it was just a fun time
heard my own father rewith my teammates."
count memories of playing
Juniors Makenzie Harrison
for the old North United
and Schae Jones are Zhu's
Methodist Church basketmost admired athletes and
ball team while he was in
they are on the swim team
Photo by Rene LaMontagna
high school. While talking
as well.
as to why she doesn't want to to my grandmother about the
“They're my best friends
do sports in college. “I feel
league, she remembered a
and they introduced me to
like
I
wouldn't
have
enough
time when young men had to
diving,” she explained. They
time
for
it.”
attend a church in town in
push her to do her best.
Zhu has learned from
order to participate in the
When not diving, Zhu parsports
that
if
you
fail,
you
basketball league.
ticipates in marching band
have
to
get
back
up.
Last week I attended a basand winter drumline.
“Try
again
until
you
sucketball game where a team
Zhu plans for the future inceed,”
she
said.
of Lincoln seniors particiclude going to college to
“Never give up and push
pated. They battled it out
minor in piano, but she hasyourself
to
be
the
best
that
against a group of juniors
n't decided what she will
you
can,”
Zhu
encouraged
to
and seniors from South
major in.
younger
swimmers.
Knox. I was astounded by
“Diving is a really competthe large crowd that filled
itive sport,” Zhu explained
the small, echoey gym at the

YMCA. Students from all
three local high schools were
in attendance to support their
respective teams. Members
of the Lincoln varsity basketball team were glad to
support their friends in the
intramural league.
Junior Braeden Field said,
“I absolutely love watching
the talent that didn’t come
out for the high school team,
and I hope they come out
next year.”
After the game, I caught
up with players and coaches
of team of Lincoln students,
and discovered that students
participate for a variety of
reasons.
Coach Ethan Eck, a senior,
said, “My favorite part about
coaching is not knowing
what I’m really doing, but
acting like I do.”
Students love the competition, but acknowledge that
the league is more about
having a good time. Senior
Brian Foss thinks the basketball league is a lot of fun.
“It’s better than being a
practice dummy,” he explained.
Senior Weston Frisz agrees

Athlete of the week: Chasity Trueblood
By REID McCLURE
OPS staff writer
Adviser’s note: Last week,
we ran out of room in our
print edition and ran this article in our online edition. We
hope you enjoy seeing it in
print.
Last week's Athlete of the
week was freshman basketball player Chasity Trueblood. She also plays for
Lincoln’s volleyball team.
Trueblood is the daughter
of Rick and Stephanie Trueblood and has two brothers,
Cody and Chase Trueblood
and one sister, Caylee True-

blood.
She has won several Indiana Basketball tournaments
over the years. She also won
the highest attack percentage
award this year for junior varsity volleyball.
The most memorable sporting moment is Trueblood has
been playing with the varsity
basketball team this year.
The athlete Trueblood looks
up too is Luke Zeller.
“He has taught me to stay
very humble, and whatever I
do, work at it with all my
heart as for working for the
bid,” Trueblood said.
Trueblood doesn’t have a

plan for after high school at
the moment. Despite this she
still plans to play more basketball or volleyball because,
according to her, she loves
the game so much and the relationship she has with her
teammates.
“Playing for Lincoln is like
having another family where
many memories are made,”
she said.
She’s learned an important
lesson from sports.
“If you discipline yourself
and work hard, it will pay
off.”

it’s not all about talent.
“I’m terrible at basketball,
and it’s funny,” he jokingly
admitted.
Others were roped into
participating.
“I played because my
friend Mitchell [Cooper]
made me. It’s very fun, and I
get to bond with my
friends,” said senior Eli
Williams.
Like all things, the basketball program at the YMCA
has evolved over the years.
According to Mike Hickman, YMCA Youth Sports
Coordinator, the Vincennes
YMCA has had a Basketball
league since the 1920s.
Hickman explained that
there was a time when each
of the churches in town
would sponsor a team of
players that attended their
church.
“We changed the name
two years ago when there
were no longer any church
teams in league,” he added.
Now any student can participate by registering with a
team to play. Teams register
by filling out a High School
Basketball Team packet
from the YMCA which contains player roster and registration forms for each player
to fill out.
This year six teams are
participating in the league
with two from South Knox
High School, two from Lincoln High School, one from
North Knox High School,
and one from Rivet High
School. Games are played
in the YMCA gym on Monday and Thursday nights
with two games each night
at 7 p.m. and 8 p.m. At the
end of an eight week season,
the teams compete in a single-elimination blind draw
tournament.
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Senior Spotlight:
Kevin Pratt

By WESTON FRISZ
OPS staff writer
Son of Robert and Anne
Pratt, Kevin Pratt is this
week's senior spotlight. Pratt
was born in the city of Jasper,
Indiana but moved to Hickory, North Carolina at an
early one month of age, before his family settled in Vincennes.
Pratt is just one of four children, with two brothers, Brennan and Alec, and one sister,
Julia. He has three dogs
named Ralphie, Lucy, and Sophie, and two cats, Calvin and
Violet.
Pratt has played four years
of both football and basketball at Lincoln High School.
He also played baseball for
two years and participated in
track and field his junior year.
Pratt is also involved in the
Varsity Men club and the
Youth Inspiring Peers.
When he's not busy with
these activities, Pratt volunteers to help with the middle
school basketball games

when he has time. Pratt also
spends his time working at
the newly built Steak n'
Shake, 1277 South Hart St.
Road. With the little free
time he has, Pratt likes to
hang out and play basketball with his friends or
spend time with his family.
Some of Pratt's most
memorable moments come
from the football field. Pratt
was one of the men chosen
to be a part of the Homecoming court this past fall.
His favorite high school
memory was being a part of
the team his senior year when
they beat Jasper in football.
After high school, Pratt
wants to attend either Michigan State or Ball State to become a salesman. With his
interest in sales, Pratt's favorite class at Lincoln is economics with Seth Skelton.
Pratt's favorite part about Lincoln is all of the programs
that students can be involved
with.
Pratt's favorite book is the
Dr. Seuss classic, “Green
Eggs and Ham.” His favorite
television show is “How I
Met Your Mother.”
Pratt's advice to the underclassmen is, "Don't let school
stress you too much. These
are going to be the best days
of your life, enjoy it and have
fun."
This advice goes along with
Pratt's favorite quote, "Life
isn't measured by the amount
of breaths we take, but by the
moments that take our breath
away."

Lincoln CSI:
Special Topics Class
By KARLIE MESSENGER
OPS staff writer
Lincoln High School offers
a special topics forensic science class. This class is
more than just a core science
class. It gives students an
opportunity to delve deep
into crime scene investigation and allows them to have
hands-on experiences.
The class covers basic
crime scene recording, blood
analysis, hair analysis, autopsy, time of death, gun evidence, fire and arson
investigation, fingerprints,
and handwriting analysis.
"The subject matter is
quite different than a normal
class," says junior Trenton
Miller. "[It’s] a bit unorthodox."
The students are in the
process of recording a mock
crime scene, where they
must identify an individual
from fingerprints, as well as

learn to dust and lift prints.
They will have a mock trial
of the first person convicted
largely on forensic evidence
and string a crime scene on
blood splatter analysis.
Science teacher Kreg Battles said, "The class attempts
to balance academics with
hands-on experience."
There are no prerequisites
to take this class, but basic
math skills are necessary.
"The class is an attempt to
take advantage of student interest in forensics and use
that interest as a venue to
teach a wide variety of science techniques," added Battles.
"If you are wanting to go
into law enforcement of any
type, this class will be a
great introduction," said
Senior Jazzmun Blair. "It's
my favorite class, I enjoy the
teacher and the topics!"

Senior Spotlight:

Graham Purcell
By MYRA BAUER
OPS staff writer
This week's senior spotlight
is Graham Purcell. He is the
son of Brian and Tricia Purcell. Purcell has a sister,
Madison. He also has a dog
named Nemo.
Purcell's hobbies include
exercising, soccer, tennis,
golf, guitar, bass fishing, and
photography. Purcell is a
honor student, 2014 American Legion boys’ soccer
award recipient, Indiana
boys’ soccer All-Academic
Award recipient, and a twotime County Cup champion.
He is a member of genealogy and dodgeball clubs. He
has also been involved in tennis his freshman and sophomore year, and he played
soccer his junior and senior
year. He was soccer team
captain his senior year. Purcell plans to play golf this
coming spring.
Purcell is a Lincoln Palice,
and gives guidance for incoming freshman.

He plans on completing his
general studies at Vincennes
University and then transferring to Indiana University to
major in psychology. He
plans on working as a sports
psychologist.
Purcell's favorite classes are
psychology, sociology, and
economics, all taught by Seth
Skelton. A three-way tie of
favorite teachers includes science teacher Kreg Battles, social studies teacher Seth
Skelton, and English
teacher Steve Toy.
Purcell said, "They
are all very knowledgeable in their
own respect. It has
been a pleasure to
learn from them."
His most memorable moment is winning the County Cup
final
in
soccer
against South Knox
his senior year.
"Winning against
South Knox underneath the lights, on a
last second goal, in

front of a great student section was a great moment that
I will never forget,” he said.
Purcell's favorite book is "A
Clockwork Orange" by Anthony Burgess, and he likes
watching the television series
“Breaking Bad.”
He tells underclassmen,
"Do not worry about other's
negative criticism of you until
you begin to believe it yourself.”

Artist of the Week: Halle Risinger
By KARA HEDRICK
OPS staff writer
Halle Risinger, the daughter
of Dena Elmore and sister of
Cammy Risinger, is this
week’s artist of the week.
She’s been involved in choir
for three years; Lincoln
Singers for two and Accents
for one.
Outside
of
Lincoln,
Risinger was involved in a
Christmas program at her
church for three years. She’s
also been involved in The
Pride of The Green Color
Guard, as well.
Adam Levine of “Maroon
5” and Frank Sinatra are two
of Risinger’s favorite singers,

because she likes their voices. “Don’t give up, follow your
Her favorite song is Maroon dreams, and don’t get on
5’s third single from their Snyd’s bad side!”
fifth studio album, “Sugar.”
Her music mentors are
Mark Snyder and Bill Marsh,
the music teachers at Lincoln.
After high school, Risinger
plans to go to college and
pursue a career. She plans to
continue with doing vocal activities, such as choir, after
her high school career is finished as well.
“Choir is a break during
the day to relax and do something fun,” she said.
Risinger's advice to young
and upcoming artists is to
“listen to the cookie cutter
things” that most people say:

Around the VCSC:

Riley hosted Valentine’s dance
By ABI FOWLER
OPS staff writer
On Feb. 6, James Whitcomb Riley Elementary
School hosted a family
dance to celebrate the Valentine's Day holiday. It was
their Second Annual Family
Dance.
The dance was a parent-driven concept for family fun in
a safe and family-friendly environment. It was organized
by the PTO President Chris
Haddix and the rest of the
PTO. The Riley PTO also
sponsored and financed the
entire dance.
Everything there was free
to the attendants: the dance,
snacks, punch, and the photo

booth.
The dance was chaperoned
by Riley teachers and staff.
According to school secretary Eva Snapp the turnout
for the dance was good.
"The dance was heavily attended, especially by the
other grades. Whole families
came with siblings of all
ages," she said.
The students wore their
Sunday best and also chose
the songs that were played.
"Each student wrote down
two song choices and each
approved song was played,"
Snapp added.
Snapp said third grader
Chase Vories doing the
worm was entertaining for a
lot of people and songs with

line dances got all the students dancing. "What Does
the Fox Say" by Ylvis was
one of the most requested
songs by their younger students.
The photo booth was a big
source of entertainment for
the children. The line never
stopped and picture requests
were constant. Snapp said
that the students’ younger
siblings had fun by jumping
to be seen in pictures.
"Photobombs were prevalent, as were striking of
poses and funny faces," said
Snapp.
Overall, the dance went
very well and was positively
accepted by all who attended.
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