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Ritz visits Lincoln
By ZACH HORRALL
Editor-in-Chief
State Superintendent of
Public Instruction Glenda
Ritz visited Lincoln High
School on Friday, March 6 to
discuss an array of topics that
included CTE/STEM and the
new ISTEP test.
Ritz spoke in front of members from the Knox County
Chamber of Commerce, educators from Lincoln and the
surrounding county schools,
and several students involved
in internships and technology
courses.
Principal Steve Combs was
excited to have Ritz in attendance.
"I think any time you can
host the entity that is in
charge it's an honor to do it,"
he said.
Ritz started the meeting by
discussing Career and Technical Education (CTE) and Science,Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) programs. She
explained that students enrolled in a CTE or STEM program currently have a 95
percent graduation rate in the
state of Indiana. She also
added that the percentage of
students enrolled in one of
these programs that need remediation has dropped just
over 18 percent in four years.
"Students need to be very
proficient in technology,"
Ritz said about the importance of CTE and STEM for
the future, where the top jobs
in Indiana's future are expected to be in the biomedical
and technology areas. "Students need to see relevance."
Senior Bryton Pinkstaff,
who was in attendance to
present his technology project, is a large supporter of
Lincoln’s technology program.
“It gives [students] more
possibilities with classes
through VU and lets them get
a sneak peek of different de-

gree choices,” he said.
Ritz explained that where
schools can improve on their
technology readiness is
through the 1-on-1 program,
which gives every student his
own device. This is something that Lincoln has already implemented through
iPads and Chromebooks.
Ritz also touched on the
new ISTEP testing procedures, which have been a hot
topic as of late as the grades
three through eight exam
doubled in length this year
due to new standards.
"I do not openly support
the form of End of Course
Assessments. Educators assess every day, and it doesn't
mean giving them a test," she
said.
She did explain that she is
in favor of Senate Bill 566,
which is promoting the use
of formative testing as the
way of testing in Indiana
public schools.
"We need to be working towards assessments and seeing how students do," she
said.
Ritz also gave words of
wisdom to students who
stress out at the very thought
of an End of Course Assessment.
"It's not your GPA or where
you went to school that will
get you your job, but it's your
passion for what you do."
Internships were also a subject of discussion while she
was visiting.
"Students need to be getting
involved in internships to
help them in their career," she
said.
Senior Megan Schnelle,
who is an intern at Good
Samaritan Hospital in the
physicians recruitment department, said, "I learned a lot
on the school system, what
needs to be improved, and
what is going well," she said.

Students celebrate foreign languages

Freshman Brandon Turner dressed as French painter
Edgar Degas and presented informatiion about his life
as part of Turner’s Foreign Language Week Project.
Contributed photo.
By BETHANY EVANS
OPS staff writer
It seems like since the dawn
of time Lincoln High School
has had a special tradition for
its foreign language programs. This magical tradition
that brings many together is
called Foreign Language
Week. It’s always held the
week before the corporation’s
spring break.
Foreign Language Week is
a week full of activities for all
foreign language students of
all grade levels. For each
grade level, students must
complete a presentation that
differs as they progress
through the language.
First year students must discuss a “trip” to a country
where the language is spoken.
Second year students research
a celebrity versed in that lanuage or culture. Third year
students study a cultural aspect, and finally, fourth year

What a truck! Automotive class rebuilds classic
By DAVID WINBURN
OPS staff writer
Automotive Technology
teacher Norbert Brown has
his students building a truck
this semester. You don’t need
to fetch your reading glasses
for that one, you read it right:
Brown’s students are constructing a 1939 Ford halfton.
The class received the truck
from a local individual who
purchased it in 1968. Since
his purchase, this beauty of a
vehicle sat in a barn, unfinished and unassembled, until
it was donated generously to
Lincoln High School.

The individual also supplied all the vehicle parts he
had, despite the fact that his
collection was incomplete.
This donor wishes to remain
anonymous.
Students have learned about
and how to handle the 85
horsepower, V8 Engine that
the truck came with, as well
as the transmission, wiring,
brakes, suspension, steering,
exterior, and exhaust system.
Some of the original parts
to the near century old model
are, unsurprisingly, no longer
in production, and since the
students don’t have the thousands of dollars that it would
take to hunt the parts down,
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they have also begun to learn
basic metal fabrication in
order to create the missing
parts from scratch.
Senior Dakota West finds
this to be the most challenging aspect so far.
“[The most difficult step] at
the moment, seems to be
bending the brake lines to
match the old ones from the
1930’s.”
The class expects the project to be drivable, reliable,
and completely safe by the
end of the semester. It will
then be returned to the original owner, who plans to use it
for parades and special
events.

Due to spring break, the OPS will be on
hiatus. Our next issue will publish April 4.

students must present a travel
journal, as well as document
a trip to a country of their language.
French teacher Karen
Query commented, "I like to
see students explore areas of
their foreign language that
THEY choose to learn more
about. I love it when they get
excited about their projects!"
Also, students participate in
projects to earn points for a
grade. Among those are class
exchanges in which students
teach their language to a
class of another language.
The biggest event is the foreign language dinner, where
all students come together in
a multicultural feast.
They also work to put together themed tables at the
dinner. This year French 4
students recreated the barricade from “Le Mis” at their
table.
Spanish teacher Kaitlyn
Legout shared her own expe-

riences and feelings for Foreign Language Week.
"Thinking back to when I
was a student at Lincoln, I remember the week as a celebration of taking foreign
language. I enjoyed designing t-shirts and the night of
the dinner and talent show."
She added, "As a teacher, it
inspires me to see students
create new activities and
ways of learning a new language."
Third year German student
Seth Hurt eases the mind of
first year students by assuring
them that it gets easier with
time as they learn a little bit
more each time.
Second year French student
Darlus Evans relates to that
stress.
"I think that Foreign Language Week is a great opportunity to learn about other
places. I also feel like it is one
of the most stressful weeks
that foreign language students have,” she said.
First year Spanish student
Destiny Willis took part in
Foreign Language Week in
French before switching languages. She also enjoys the
dinner and the Jeopardy
Game.
"I think Foreign Language
Week is very important to
Lincoln. It gives students who
are in one language the opportunity to explore the other
languages,” she said.
Spanish teacher Bailey
Hacker believes that Foreign
Language Week brings students together.
"A lot of the points they
earn throughout FLW can be
done in groups or pairs. The
students are also listening to
and participating in other students' presentations throughout the week. They've all
been very supportive of each
other!"
This is one of the most enjoyed and stress filled traditions that Lincoln has to offer.

American Studies reads
original poetry
By KAITLIN HOLT
OPS staff writer
The American Studies class
taught by Kevin Myers and
Kacey Strange had a poetry
reading on Friday. The American Studies class is a combination of English 11 honors
and American history honors
and is comprised of only juniors.
"Each student writes a
poem and stands up and recites it," said Strange. The
reading covered several state
mandated standards for English 11.
Myers said that the reading
helps students by giving them
the chance for self expression,
and mentioned that most
grow and prosper from it.
The poetry reading was per-

formed in front of last year's
American Studies class. Students from both classes
brought in food and enjoyed
the poetry readings.
"Hearing some of the
poems from last year made it
a hard standard to live up to,"
joked junior Luke Blackburn.
Blackburn wrote a special
poem about his father.
Junior Garrett Lane was excited about the poetry reading. "It's good to see who can
write and who can't," he said.
"I really enjoyed the poetry
party."
Myers noted, “It is endlessly interesting to see the
variety of things expressed
through the poems.
"Poetry is underappreciated
in the digital age," he added.
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Question of the Week: What are your spring break plans?
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“Going to see my sister
and work on art projects!”
Ava Kotter
freshman

“I plan on writing like I always do, because I LOVE
writing for fun on my free
time. I also plan on choreographing music for
choir.”
Kalie Siewers
sophomore

“I’m going to Wisconsin
to visit my dad. I’m excited to see him. It
should be fun!”
Stephanie Hudanich
junior

“Baseball. We start our
first official practice and
that is when we start twoa-days. It’s pretty rough,
not having much free
time, but it will pay off.”
Bryton Pinkstaff
senior

Going far in a foreign
Hilarious Holidays with
language while in high school
Yours Truly No. 20
has its advantages
By AUBREY HUDSON
OPS features editor
The Indiana Core 40
diploma does not specifically
require any foreign language
credits to graduate, and the
Academic Honors diploma
requires only three years of
one language or two years
each of two different languages. For this reason, few
students at Lincoln High
School take more than three
years of a foreign language.
As a fourth year Spanish student, I can clearly see the
many short-term and longterm benefits of taking a foreign language all through
high school.
When taking a foreign language as an upperclassman,
you will continue to learn another language, but you could
also boost your English
grade. Higher level English
classes focus more on composition and understanding literature and less on the specifics
of verb tenses and other
grammar basics. As I learn
how to form sentences and
verb phrases in Spanish, I am
constantly brushing up on
English grammar rules as
well.
A fourth year of foreign
language will also benefit you
when you go to college.
Challenging foreign language
courses look wonderful on a
transcript when applying to
college. In addition, many
colleges require all students
to take a foreign language.
You could receive credit for
foreign language by taking
dual credit courses in high
school or testing out of
courses through a college entrance exam. That would
save your time and money in
college or allow you to more
easily minor in a foreign language. If you stop taking a
foreign language in high
school after you receive the
required credits, your knowledge of a foreign language
could dwindle for years before taking those entrance
exams or college courses.

Today’s job market continues to become more and
more competitive. When applying for any job, additional
skills can set you apart from
other applicants and help land
you a position. Knowledge of
a foreign language can make
you more marketable as a future employee.
Many students assume a
fourth year is impossibly difficult, but because it is an
elective, our teacher is able
work with our class at a pace
where we feel comfortable,
but challenged. My fourth
year Spanish class is a blast.
It is a small group of eight
students, so there is plenty of
time for one-on-one help with
our teacher. We have also
bonded as a class, so group
discussion flows easily. We
are all encouraging and forgiving of one another when
we frequently make funny
mistakes as we are learning to
speak a new language aloud.
Everyday we get to participate in small group discussions to practice speaking in
Spanish. If any of you are
like me and find it painful to
sit silently for a whole class
period, you’ll love the chance
to stop and talk, while still
learning. We also do lots of
creative projects and skits
with each unit, like recorded
cooking shows all in Spanish
or skits about going to the
doctor. An interactive fourth
year foreign language class
can be a great break in a
schedule full of structured
classes where you sit and take
notes for 40 minutes.
Many students shy away
from a fourth year of foreign
language because it isn’t required. I believe taking a
fourth year of Spanish was
one of the best decisions I
made with my senior schedule. At the end of the year
when you are able to give a
10 minute presentation in a
different language, you’ll
know it was worth it, and the
benefits will extend far beyond your junior or senior
year.
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Welcome back to Combs’ Corner
By STEVE COMBS
LHS principal
Hello! Combs’ Corner will
be appearing once again biweekly in the Old Post Sentinel.
It seems as though we are
finally done with the snow,
and we’re looking forward to
the last nine weeks of the
school year. Spring break is
upon us and it seems as
though this year has gone by

extremely quickly.
We’ve had some great successes this year in all of our
programming: fine arts, athletics, and most importantly
the classroom.
I’m very proud of our students, staff, and community
for obtaining Indiana Department of Education designation of an “A” school for
2013-2014.
We have several new programs including Hire Tech-

nology/Conexus and Early
College beginning next year.
I will write more about these
items in later editions. However, I want to enjoy this
year’s senior class as long as
they are here, and especially
wish good luck to the boys’
basketball team today as they
enter Regional action. I hope
to see many fans in the
stands.
Have a great spring break
and go Alices!

Movie review: ‘Big Hero 6’
By KAELA SPEIGNER
OPS Staff writer
Over the weekend, my sister came home from college
and wanted to rent Disney’s
“Big Hero 6.” At first, I
thought that it would be incredibly cheesy and childish,
but I was completely wrong.
The movie is based off of
Marvel Comics but filmed as
a action-packed cartoon comedy-adventure. The main
character is a robotics
prodigy named Hiro Hamada
(voiced by Ryan Potter), who
develops a friendship with a
robot named Baymax built by

his brother, Tadashi Hamada.
The movie starts with
Tadashi getting Hiro out of
trouble after Hiro competed
in a bot fight where robots,
built by their owners, fight for
money. In San Fransokyo,
this is illegal.
After a devastating turn of
events, Hiro falls into depression then a pathway of danger
that can ruin the whole city of
San Fransokyo. Baymax
takes care of Hiro when a
tragic event happens in his
life.
To uncover a mystery and
to save the city, he transforms
himself, Baymax, and his

other friends from school into
a band of high-tech heroes.
This PG movie is a funfilled adventure with an interesting soundtrack and vibrant
colors. I liked the storyline
more than anything though.
It’s valiant story was to not
only save a beloved city with
its inhabitants, but to do it
with friends that uplift each
other and help one another to
make an effective team.
Working as a team amongst
friends is much more fun and
successful rather than working alone under stressful circumstances.
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Basketball regional action takes place today
at Washington
Game Five
March 14 at 10:30 a.m.
Evansville Memorial (17-6)
Silver Creek (23-2)
Game Six
March 14 at noon
Greensburg (21-3)
Vincennes Lincoln (19-6)

March 14 at 8 p.m.
Winner game five
Winner game six

Members of the boys’ varsity basketball team pose with their trophy after Monday
night’s win. Lincoln defeated Jasper 69-54 on March 7 and went on to defeat Washington 50-40 to claim their 71st sectional title. From left are players Ethan Claycomb,
Braeden Field, Jacob Breece, Anthony Hughes-Smith, Brandt Nowaskie, Conner
Barmes, and Kevin Pratt. Photo by Rene LaMontagna.
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Baseball team ready
to start season

By MYRA BAUER
OPS staff writer
Head Baseball Coach Brandon Pfoff is looking forward
to a 20-win season, Big 8
Championship, and Sectional
Championship for this year’s
baseball team.
Returning players are senior
Brandt Nowaskie, senior Joe
Bobe, senior Bailey Montgomery, and senior Zane
Bechman.
Bobe said, "Our goals for
this season is primarily to
COMPETE! We want to get
better each practice and game
so that we are at our peak for
when we play Jasper, sectionals, and so on. We want to
play one game at a time and
not get ahead of ourselves."
Key players to look for this
season are Treven Madden,
Braeden Field, Chandler
Hamilton, Tyler Haggard,
Swade
Brown,
Trevor
Pitcher, Gabe Quintanilla,
Grant Oexmann, Anthony
Hughes-Smith, and Bryton
Pinkstaff; they all play important roles this season.
According to Pfoff, this season is expected to be tough.
The Big 8 Conference is
loaded with talent and very
good pitching.
“This season may be the

best pitching we have faced in
many years,” he added. "I
think we have a chance to be
to be pretty good offensively.
Our success will depend on
how our pitching and offense
develops. We must do a better job of throwing strikes and
making routine plays."
So far this year, two of the
players have committed to
play baseball in college.
Montgomery will play at
Wabash Valley College and
Nowaskie will play for Indiana State University.
The team has a lot of returning players to help lead the
team to a great season.
Nowaskie said, "I think we
have the pieces to be pretty
good."
The new, younger players
have a lot to look forward to
with the upcoming season.
Underclassmen have a lot of
character and skill to look up
to.
"I hope to just continue
driving the gaps and being a
leader!" Montgomery said.
Assistant Baseball coaches
are Tim Hutchison, Chris
Clements, Mike Bezy, Andy
Pinkstaff, and Jake Beaman.
The varsity’s first game is a
scrimmage against Rivet on
March 28 at 11 a.m. at the
Rivet field.

Athlete of the week:
Ryan Combs
Junior Braeden Field goes for a pass during sectional play against Washington. To
see more photos from this game and other Lincoln sports, check out Lincoln High
School Sports Pictures on Facebook. Photographer Rene LaMontagna sells CDs of
images for $10 with all proceeds going to the Knox County Humane Society.

Youth wrestling league preps future Alices
By WESTON FRISZ
OPS staff writer
Starting at a young age is
an important factor in developing one’s ability to play
sports. Wrestling is one of
these sports that kids are getting the chance to try out at
an early age.
The Vincennes Youth
Wrestling League is a feeder
program that introduces
some kids to the sport of
wrestling. The program
takes place at Lincoln High
School and is available to all
kids in kindergarten through
fifth grade.
This year there are exactly
100 kids participating in the
program. Approximately 90
percent of the kids involved
in the youth wrestling league
attend a school in the Vincennes Community School
Corporation.

The league mainly focuses
on teaching the basic fundamentals of the sport: neutral,
top and bottom positions,
takedowns, rides, breakdowns, pinning combinations, escapes, and the rules
of the sport.
Only two wrestlers on the
Lincoln wrestling team did
not participate in the youth
wrestling league when they
were younger. Now, the high
school wrestlers are given
the opportunity to help the
kids to develop their skills
by serving as assistant
coaches for the league
teams.
Wrestling coach Matt
Collins commented, "It is
great for them to be a part of
this because they can reiterate what they have been
taught and also teaches them
about community service
and the importance of help-

ing others."
Freshman wrestler Daniel
Miller said his favorite part
of helping is "watching all of
the kids get better and seeing
the future potential of Vincennes wrestling."
The program is made up of
twelve sessions lasting
throughout five weeks. The
first six sessions are practice
for the kids and the next four
are dual meets. The last two
sessions that take place are
the city tournament.
It is an individual tournament where each kid in their
weight class is trying to
place in the top three. They
medal the top three finishers
in each weight class.
After a successful session,
"Many kids went home with
a big smile on their face,"
said Collins.

By MEGAN JONES
OPS staff writer
This week's athlete of the
week is junior Ryan Combs.
He is the son of Steve and
Erica Combs and late Jennifer
Combs. Combs is the oldest
of three siblings; he has one
brother, Evan, and a sister,
Claire.
Combs is the statistician for
the boys’ basketball team. He
also plays boys’ tennis in the
fall and plays on the boys’
golf team.
Sports awards that Combs
has received were 2-year varsity letter in tennis, 3-year
varsity letter in golf and 3year varsity letter in basketball.
Combs' most memorable
moment when playing sports
was in golf when junior Tris-

tan Lett chipped a golf ball on
hole nine in Boonville Indiana Country Club.
"He yelled ‘Boom’ at the
top of his lungs," Combs
fondly recalled.
Other off season activities
include volunteering at Good
Samaritan Hospital, 520 S 7th
St. Also, he enjoys going to
Saint Louis Cardinal games.
He can also be found in Ader
Auditorium as a member of
the theater technology crew
for Lincoln High School and
Clark Middle School productions.
"Zach Horrall's word is
final no matter what,” is what
Combs has learned from
sports.
"Always listen to your
coaches and look out for your
teammates," Combs encouraged younger athletes.
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Artist of the Week:
Domonick Bravo
By ANAIIS ACUNA
OPS online content editor

This week's artist of the
week is being recognized for
his musical talent. Junior
Domonick Bravo is the son of
Patricia and Ed Bravo. He has
three sisters: Alex, Alissa, and
Erica.
Bravo plays the tenor and
snare in Lincoln High
School’s Pride of the Green
Marching Band. He has been
part of the POTG family for
four years now.
He recalls that playing

music had just always been an
interest of his.
"I like making music and I
like the people I make music
with," stated Bravo.
Bravo's mentors for music
are his instructors Bill Marsh
and Garrett Coffer.
Bravo has been awarded
with the Grant Daugherty
Award for his musicality.
“Ribs and Things” by Rusty
Clanton is also this musician’s favorite song.
After high school, Bravo
aspires to attend the Kelley
School of Business at Indiana
University and then go to an
art school to study fashion.
Bravo fully intends on pursuing his musical talents.
"It's a useful skill and I
enjoy it,” he said
Aside from POTG, Bravo
participates in the Vincennes
Indoor Percussion drumline
and Lincoln's improvisational
comedy group, Batteries Not
Included.
Bravo's main advice for
younger artist is for them to
remember a simple rule.
“Confidence is everything."

Senior Spotlight:

Kameron Vonderwell
By ZACHARIAH KIRK
OPS staff writer
“Life is about making an
impact, not an income,” said
this week’s senior spotlight
Kameron Vonderwell. Vonderwell’s parents are Paul and
Corinna Vonderwell and he
has two siblings, Kaleb and
Karlye Vonderwell.
Vonderwell enjoys spending time with friends, working, and playing drums in his
band, Paper Sweaters. He is
also involved in Interact club
and National Honors Society.
Vonderwell is proud to say
that he has been on the Lincoln High School honor roll
for four years and also has an
honors diploma with a current
accumlative GPA of 3.65.
Another accomplishment of
his is that 48-percent of his
associates degree is already
complete as a senior.
“I like all of my teachers
equally, but my favorite class

is AP government,” Vonderwell added. The class is
taught by Michael Hutchison.
Vonderwell’s most memorable and his most embarrassing
moment
was
sneaking into the choir and
singing during a choir concert his sophomore year...the
catch is that he wasn’t a
member of the choir.
After high school, Vonderwell plans on attending Vincennes University to earn his
pilot’s license, then going to
Purdue for his bachelors in
aviation management.
Vonderwell is currently
employed at Jay C Food
Store, 1400 Washington Ave.
His favorite books are the
“Eragon” series and his favorite movie is “Olympus
Has Fallen.”
“I like the ability to find
help when you need it,” he
said of Lincoln High School’s
best trait.

Senior Spotlight: Claire Dillon

Around the VCSC:
Franklin teaches
character ed
By ABI FOWLER
OPS staff writer
The Benjamin Franklin Elementary School staff provide a character education
program for all students. The
value of character education
is critical, according to
Franklin social worker Beth
Lindsey.
She defines character education as,"educating students
on skills necessary to be positive students, friends, and
citizens." The staff strive to
teach the students skills they
will be able to use for their
entire lives.
"Being a person of character helps lead students on a
positive path to success,"
added Lindsey.
Some of the skills Franklin
teaches students to be positive students, friends, and
citizens include: honesty,
trustworthiness, respect,
being fair, kindness, cooperation, friendship, and acceptance.

Character education curriculum is provided and
taught by Principal Melissa
Pancake, Lindsey, teachers,
and all staff to all of the students. Extra education for
small groups and individuals
who might want or need
more guidance is also provided.
Franklin uses two programs from the Committee
for Children. One is Second
Step, used at all grade levels,
and another they implemented this year is the Bullying Prevention Unit.
Lindsey utilizes other materials, such as books, handson activities and crafts,
songs, dances, videos, puppets, and role plays to teach
the lessons.
Character education happens during morning meetings, held on Mondays with
grades three through five,
and Tuesdays for kindergarten, first grade, and second grade.

Vonderwell advises freshmen, “Do your math, because
it only gets harder.”

By KARA HEDRICK
OPS staff writer
This week’s senior spotlight
is OPS opinions editor Claire
Dillon. Dillon was born in
Dayton, Ohio. Her parents
are Dale and Shawna Webster.
She has two siblings:
Cameron Webster and Morgan Kitzman. Dillon also has
two cats, Teddy and Fuzzy, as

well as a dog, named Harper-named after her favorite
baseball
player,
Bryce
Harper.
She enjoys tennis, jeeping
in her free time, and likes
being with her family.
Dillon’s favorite quote is
from Winnie The Pooh: “If
there ever comes a day when
we can’t be together, keep me
in your heart, I’ll stay there
forever.”

Her favorite movie is “A
Walk To Remember,” a film
directed by Adam Shankman,
based on the original novel
by Nicholas Sparks.
When it comes to classes
and teachers, Dillon enjoys
both sociology and psychology with Seth Skelton.
For a career, Dillon would
like to work for the government. She’s applied to ten
colleges already and is waiting to hear back from them so
she can decide where she will
attend.
In school, Dillon has won a
Star Student award from the
Evansville Courier and Pressfor her academic efforts. Currently, Dillon works at
Hallmark, 634 Niblack Blvd.
“Everyone can be themselves no matter what,” she
said about Lincoln High
School.
Her advice to underclassmen is, “do the best you can
every day. Don’t be afraid to
get involved and try new
things. Don’t have any regrets.”

Deck the halls with FLW projects...

Read the OPS online and in color at
http://www.vcsc.k12.in.us/lincoln/
OldPostSentinel.aspx
Folow us on Twitter at
@LincolnOPS

During Foreign Language Week, the student body can see the variety of research
projects completed by foreign language students posted throughout the halls. Photo
by Brayden Little.

