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Lincoln students to attend Indiana Academy next year
By ANDrES AyALA
OPS StAff wrItEr
Soon, two Lincoln High
School sophomores will be
leaving Vincennes and receiving a head start on their
college experience. Sophomores Autumn Yang and
Caitlin Daub will attend Indiana Academy in Muncie
starting in the 2016-2017
school year.
Indiana Academy is a twoyear residential school program where Hoosier high
ability students can attend in
order to expand their minds
and stretch them academically. The Academy mainly
focuses on science, mathematics, and humanities
courses.
It is exclusive. Each year,
around 165 Indiana applications are accepted and only
25 from outside the state.
However, Indiana Academy
isn't cheap, families must pay
$3,000 per year for room and
board, a $100 enrollment deposit to reserve the student’s
place, and $260 for school
supplies. Students must also
present their academic
records, teacher recommendation letters, a short-answer
essay, and have taken a standardized test such as the SAT,
PSAT, PLAN, or ACT for en-

Sophomores Autumn Yang, left, and Caitlin Daub have both been accepted in the Indiana Academy at Ball State University. Next year, the girls will transfer the residential
school for academically gifted and talented students to complete their last two years
of high school. OPS photo by Andres Ayala.
rollment consideration.
They’re not the first Lincoln students to have this
chance. Jared Suanes and Allison Dong of the class of
2016 will graduate from the
Academy this year.
The girls are beyond ecstatic to attend the Academy.
“I've had certain goals my
entire life and as soon as I
heard about this school, I
knew that it would help me
reach them. It's a very good
school and I know it will help

my future,” shared Daub.
Since second grade, she’s
wanted to be a doctor, and
when she received promotional information from the
Academy, it piqued her interest to look into its opportunities.
As the end of the school
year is quickly approaching,
they also shared what they're
going to miss the most from
Lincoln.
“I’m going to miss the
school spirit that Lincoln has

and although I am sure that
Indiana Academy has school
spirit, they don't have the
quantity that Lincoln does. I
am also going to miss football games, friends, and some
teachers,” shared Yang.
“I am going to miss being
with my friends during
classes. I am also going to
miss being in the school
marching band. I really enjoyed band and made many
friends from it,” said Daub.
Indiana Academy only ac-

cepts high-achieving students. English teacher Haley
Lancaster
shared
her
thoughts on their strenghts.
“Both are strong writers.
Autumn is a good researcher
and I think Caitlyn has a
knack for creative writing,”
she said.
“I’ve had a few students go
there over the years. While I
know they're getting an
amazing opportunity, I'm sad
Lincoln is going to miss out
on keeping these exceptional,
strong students.”
Yang is unique in the fact
she’s been working ahead in
her math and science courses
towards her goal of being a
cardiologist or sports medicine physician, and if she
stayed at Lincoln, she’d run
out of classes to take.
“Being involved in all the
activities here has helped me
manage my time,” said Yang.
Both are grateful for how
Lincoln has gotten them to
this point in their academic
careers.
“Since Lincoln has the college classes, it really has prepared me for what to expect,”
said Daub. “It’s just nearly
every class there is a college
credit class and it will really
get me ahead.”
Adviser Haley S. Lancaster
contributed to this story.

Changes in VCSC lunches:
Content subtle, prices minimal
By DANIEL BLACK
OPS StAff wrItEr

Junior Mattie Franklin gets a plate of food from the cafeteria on Wednesday. Next
school year will see subtle changes in improving nutritional content of food and a
small price increase on meals. OPS staff photo.

finals and graduation quickly approaching
By SCHAE JONES
OPS NEwS EDItOr
The end of the school year
is quickly approaching and
finals are are around the corner. This year senior finals
will begin on Wednesday,
May 18 with periods one
and two, continue on Thursday with periods four, six,
and seven, and finish on Friday, May 20 with periods
three and five.
Underclassmen finals will
begin on Friday, May 20
with periods three and five
with a short hiatus until
Tuesday, May 24 with periods four, six, and seven, and
finishing on Wednesday,
May 25 with first and second periods.
End of the year activities

will include senior awards, a
Holiday World trip, the senior luncheon, graduation
practice, and graduation itself.
Senior awards will be held
on May 9. The awards ceremony will begin at 6 p.m. in
Ader Auditorium.
Next on the senior agenda
will be the Holiday World
trip which is on May 23.
The cost is $25, which includes ticket price and transportation. Money and and
permission slip are due to
administrative assistant Liz
Clinkenbeard by May 16.
A senior luncheon will be
held on Tuesday, May 24.
The luncheon will begin at
11:30 a.m. at the Community United Methodist
Church pavilion, 1548 S

Hart St. Road.
Graduation rehearsal will
be on May 25 at 9:30 a.m. in
Alice Arena. Graduation rehearsal is required. Any seniors not in attendance at
rehearsal will not be able to
walk in graduation. Honors
cords and stoles will be
passed out to those who
have earned them at the rehearsal.
Graduation will be held on
May 27 at 8 p.m. Seniors
should arrive in Ader Auditorium by 6:30 with cap and
gown. Girls are advised to
wear light colored dress
under their gown, and boys
should wear shirts with collars and ties, dress shoes and
long pants. No one should
wear jeans.

The Healthy Hunger Free
Kids Act has required updates in the Vincennes Community School Corporation’s
lunches. The updates change
the dietary guidelines for
school lunches along with
the prices of lunches.
“These improvements are
expected to enhance the diet
and health of school children
and help mitigate the trend
of childhood obesity,” stated
Mike Szady, General Manager of Sodexo and VCSC
food and nutrition programs.
The stricter guidelines
won't affect the standards of
the food, just the nutritional
value.
Sodexo had originally implemented these guidelines
on July 1, 2012 so these new
guidelines for school lunches
won't affect the food but
more so the price. For example, pizza being served with
whole grain crust instead of
refined grains and at least
one half cup of fruit or vegetables along with their meal
are not new requirements to
students.

“There will be no significant changes to the school
lunch program since Sodexo
had aligned itself with these
guidelines prior to the final
rule,” Szady said. “The only
changes that may get passed
is a freeze on the current
sodium levels and perhaps a
relaxation of the whole grain
requirement to 80% whole
grains,” Szady concludes.
The subtle changes however will still change the cost
of VCSC lunches. The price
changes are a result of the
Consumer Price Index. This
year’s CPI is approximately
2.6% so the the goods and
services are expected to increase accordingly.
The VCSC school board
also approved a 10 cent increase to school lunches due
to a state mandated equity
that ensures there is enough
money to cover the School
Food Authorities program
costs. The state recommended an increase of 14
cents, but the maximum increase allowed per year is 10
cents. The remaining 4 cents
is likely to be added to the
price of meals next year.

Prom tonight!!!

Shipwrecked
at Adams Coliseum
8 p.m. - midnight
Prom queen and king will be
crowned at 11 p.m.
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Question of the Week: What’s your finals preparation strategy?

“Get enough sleep, eat
healthy, study my materials, and keep a positive attitude.”
Devin Lang
freshman

“Study all the study
guides I’ve recieved
throughout the year.”
Jaelyn Barton
junior

“Sit back and relax.
Stress is usually what
becomes an issue for
me.”
Dalton Crabtree
sophomore

nEwS EdiTOr:
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“Build my grades up
during the semester so I
don’t have to worry
about finals.”
Garrett Lane
senior

Know the impact that pollution has, now and later
By JaSLEEn KaUr
OpS STaff wriTEr
Pollution, whenever we
hear this word we think of
filth, dirt, and much more
things that harm our environment yet we still ignore it like
it’s nothing, disregarding the
effects on this world. On our
planet we have 7 billion people and we still don’t have
time for our Earth.
Nothing is ruining our
homes except us, it’s like we
have a strong belief that no
matter what we do the consequences aren’t going to harm
us.
It majorly affects our
lifestyle, upcoming generations, and especially our
planet. Our Earth tried to give

us many examples in many
forms, the world’s largest
earthquake occurred on May
22, 1960 in southern Chile
and later emerged into a
tsunami killing at least 1,716
people.
And also we hear many
heartbreaking news of landslides or droughts that destroyed many farms and also
came as a curse to many families. According to the CBSNEWS, “California is
entering the fourth year of a
record-breaking drought creating an extremely parched
landscape”, many believe it’s
because of global warming.
Water is a big contribution
to our lives, we need it to live,
to cook, to generate electricity which we use to run the

lights in our houses and do
other things associated to
that.
Pollution comes in different
forms; air, water, soil, noise,
light, and many others but the
affects are the same for all of
us, destruction to the earth on
which our entire life is based
on.
We also don’t think about
our next generations, our kids
who will suffer incredibly if
we don’t change our ways. It
could affect their kidneys,
heart, and also could possibly
destroy their internal organs
which could even cause
death.
According to a World Wide
Life article, “more than one
billion people lack access to
clean water and 2.4 billion

don’t have adequate sanitation, putting them at risk of
contracting deadly diseases”.
Many animals are going extinct, there have been numerous cases of acid rain and is
killing our most required
source, trees. They don’t put
posters or warn kids about
pollution in schools for fun or
entertainment, but have been
telling us this for many
decades. Social Media, fashion, and clothes aren’t worth
a thing if we keep on destroying our planet. This is the
only plant that gives us life
and water without any cost.
But for some reason, we are
taking a big amount of loan
that in the end we know we
won’t be able to pay.

Tips to live a more organized, stress-free life
By MaCKEnZiE Orr
OpS STaff wriTEr
Organization can make
schooling go a lot easier.
Writing down when you have
tests, homework, and projects
helps get you on top and
ready to go.
Having to worry and always being unprepared can
get old very quickly. If someone plays sports, is in theater,
or has an after school job it’s
hard to remember everything
they have to do for school the
next day.

Seven classes a day can be
overwhelming and there’s no
better way to keep on top of
it other than organization.
Color-coding notebooks and
folders for each class helps to
not get things mixed up. Putting things in the order of
your classes makes it easier to
grab what you need instead of
digging around to find notes
and homework for the class.
Highlighting keywords in
notes helps when tests come
around. You already have the
key points in your head; you
won’t have to put your brain

in overdrive to pass a test.
Sticky notes can come in
clutch as well; they’re good
for a quick reminder to grab
your laptop before leaving for
school or to not forget you
have a test first period. Mark
when things have to be done
and your progress on a project. When finishing something, cross it off so you don’t
have to stress about finishing
it.
Nearly everyone has a
smart phone. There are lots of
apps that will ding reminders
to you, whether it’s to study,

finish an assignment or walk
the dog.
It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to know what is takes to
be organized. Being organized can help put your mind
be at ease.
Lying in bed at night knowing you have everything in
order will help you get a good
night rest. Don’t forget when
writing down your homework
and projects that time management is also important.
You don’t wouldn’t want to
overwhelm yourself, so work
at a pace.

Review: ‘The Jungle Book’ is a plesant companion film
By MaCEy TiGHE
OpS STaff wriTEr
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Mowgli to his wolf pack. Still
the same concept just a couple things changed.
Recently I watched the new
In the new film, they show
version of “The Jungle the tiger, Shere Khan with a
Book.” The new version was very damaged eye caused by
definitely a lot more intense Mowgli’s father. This leads to
than the original animated how he thinks Mowgli will
Disney film. It of course do the same to him when he's
started out showing how older. In the original film, the
Bagheera found and took tiger just wanted Mowgli out

before he became like most
of his species.
They portray King Louie as
a very large, menacing monkey who doesn't get up from
his throne until Mowgli,
Bagheera, and Baloo try to
escape. Definitely unlike the
original where Louie was a
regular-sized orangutan that
danced around with Mowgli.

In the new movie the ending is changed, I won't spoil
it for those who have not seen
it. Although I do think this
ending will give us a sequel
as rumors are already spreading of one.
The effects were very well
done. I know they kept me on
the edge of my seat. Some
things you couldn't even tell

were animated such as the
jungle, the elephants, and the
extent of the fields.
Disney took a classic movie
and turned it into something
the generations that grew up
with it can appreciate even
more and introduce to
younger ages
This film is rated PG and is
currently in theaters.

our instructors completed a
book study over the use of
student data to guide classroom instruction. These
sessions were conducted on
days when students were released early.
Our teachers were engaged
in the process and, along
with data, were introduced
or reacquainted with best
practice techniques in in-

structing students.
The overall objective in
conducting professional development is for teachers to
hone their craft as professionals. It is not unlike continuing education for
doctors, lawyers, or accountants.
Our last meeting dealt with
the plan for next year.
We’re going to embark upon

a new frontier in expanding
our knowledge of differentiated instruction along with
hosting “education camps”.
I’m excited about the learning that is going to take
place, and the enthusiasm
our teachers have developed
in preparing for next years
classes.
The moral to the story here
is that homework never

ends. The pursuit of knowledge and learning doesn’t
end when students leave
school. Being a lover of
learning is a fantastic trait to
possess. Even teachers
have a ton of homework to
do most nights, and even
teachers work at getting better.
Have fun and be safe at
prom! Go Alices!

Combs’
Corner
By STEVE COMBS
LHS prinCipaL
The professional development rounds for teachers at
LHS are finished for the
year, 2015-2016. This year
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Sports
Lincoln Scoreboard
BASEBALL
Varsity
vs. West Vigo, Apr. 28, won 3-1
Pike Central, Apr. 29, loss 8-4
at Southridge Tourney, Apr. 30, 10-6
vs.. Bedford North Lawrence, May 2, won 4-3
vs. North Central, May 3, won 10-0
GIRLS tRACK & fIELd
at Washington/ South Knox, May 3
Washington 82, Lincoln 63, South Knox 22
First place finishes
3200-meter relay: M. McCarter, M. Gardner, P. Jones,
J. Goodwin
High jump, Paige Jones
Pole vault, Rachel Frey
100-m hurdles, Kristen Tabler
At Mt. Vernon, April 30
Sixth of eight teams
First place finishes
High jump, Paige Jones
1600-m, Jenee Goodwin
SOftBALL
Varsity
Princeton, April 28. 13-3, win
Pike Central, April 30. 8-4, loss
Junior varsity
Princeton, April 28, 11-4, win
Pike Central, April 30, 8-4, loss

Schedule
BASEBALL
Varsity
at Princeton, May 10
vs. Jasper, May 11
at Pike Central, May 13
vs. West Vigo, May 28
Junior varsity
at Edgewood, May 7
at Terre Haute North, May 11
at Jasper, May 12
SOftBALL
Varsity
vs. Jasper, May 10
at Mount Vernon, May 12
Junior varsity
vs. Jasper, May 10
at Jasper, May 14
tENNIS
at Jasper May 10
vs. Sullivan, May 11
vs. Loogootee, May 13
tRACK & fIELd
Girls at Big 8, May 12
Boys at Big 8, May 10
GOLf
at Washington High School, May 10
at Sullivan, May 11
at Big 8, May 14

NOTICE: Physicals must be updated
and on file to particpate in fall
sports. Football players must have
their physicals on file by May 31.
All other fall athletes, June 1.
No student may particpate in
summer conditioning or practice
unless a physical is on file.
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Boys baseball team going strong
By ZAK MCGAVIC
OPS StAff WRItER
This year’s Lincoln High
School baseball team is 12-6
at time of publication deadline. Lincoln most recently
defeated North Central High
School 10-0 in six innings.
But despite coming out
ahead so far in the season,
they’re not ignoring their
losses.
"Well, I would definitely
agree with Evansville North
being our poorest showing.
On the flip side, it's hard to
determine a strongest showing. Each game is different
based on what arm you are
seeing on the mound, how we
react, and the approach we
have in the field and in the
batters box,” said coach Chris
Clements.
The Alices lost to Evansville North 9-1, but took out
Mater Dei 16-7.
"Mater Dei was a nice win,
but maybe Bedford, West

Vigo, and Homestead are better wins,” said Clements.
Junior Treven Madden had
to sit out three games due to
an ankle injury and his absence was noticed on the
field.
“I think the injury gave
some others an opportunity to
see what they could do and
get experience at the varsity
level. Injuries are a part of
team sports that everyone
deals with. We are thankful
he wasn’t out too long and
extremely happy that we have
him back,” said Clements.
And he’s ready for the rest
of the season too.
"The rest of the season has
me excited. We play some really good teams the rest of the
way and should prepare us for
the state tournament. We've
made great strides up to this
point and I think the ceiling is
really high with this group of
kids. We have work to do, but
they will put in the time and
compete. As a team we want

to represent LHS well and
win for a school."
Junior starting catcher
Grant Oexmann said, "I think
the baseball team is doing
pretty well. We just need to
put it all together day in and
day out, and play like we've
shown we can play. We need
to trust the process in which
we are being taught by our
great coaching staff."
Sophomore starting center
fielder Graham Toole also
had some insight on this
year’s squad.
"I believe our team has
shown many strides this season. We have beaten some really good teams and we have
really came together as a unit.
We just have to trust the
process and buy in to what we
are being taught,” he said.
The Alices play Boonville
on Thursday as they try to improve to 3-1 in the conference. Due to publication
deadlines, the OPS does not
have those scores.

Lincoln gets new weight room equipment
By GABRIEL
QUINtANILLA
OPS StAff WRItER
Out with the old, in with the
new. This past week Lincoln
High School has put in a
brand new weight room. It's
the newest thing at the school
right now, and there is still
more to come.
The old weight room has
had some of the same weights
since Lincoln was built in
1988.
The new weight room has
all new weights and dumbbells, nine new power racks,
and several new machines
and benches.
“With all of the new things
and how big they are you

wouldn't think the room
would be that organized, but
it is. You can walk down the
middle of the room and not
worry about space. All of the
power racks are spread out
evenly throughout the room,”
said junior Joe Bauer.
The new equipment is all
green and black.
“It looks good since one of
our schools colors is green,”
stated junior Grant Oexmann.
“Walking into the weight
room is different now. There
is a new smell to it, kinda like
rubber,” said junior Andrew
Haberkorn.
With the weights being
brand new, it should be even
safer for the students.
“I love the new weight

room. It makes me want to lift
more now. This new weight
room also might give me a
chance on getting 225 on
bench press,” said Haberkorn.
“Now that we have this
brand new weight room I
would like to see more people
in here. Some people didn't
want to lift because of the old
weight room. Now that
everything is new and nice,
there is no reason why people
shouldn't be using it,” stated
Oexmann.
The VCSC donated a portion of their old weight equipment to the Vincennes Police
and Fire Departments and the
Knox County Sheriff’s Department.

Athlete of the week: Lexus Young-Haislip
By RACHELLE
WILLIAMS
OPS COPy EdItOR
This week’s athlete of the
week is senior track runner
Lexus Young-Haislip.
She is the daughter of Tina
Smith-Haislip and Nick
Haislip.
She has four siblings, Hannah, Caleb, and Gavin Smith
and Kaekwon Haislip.
Young-Haislip has run for
two years and has only been
in track at Lincoln.
She runs the 400-meter.
dash, 4x400-meter relay, and
the 100-meter dash.
Young-Haislip’s most
memorable sports moment
was when her wig fell off
during a race in eighth
grade.
Her most admired athlete
is here at Lincoln High
School.
“Sammy Minnick, she
pushes me to my limit,” she
said of the senior girl.
This year her team in the
4x400 relay has come in first

place and she
is very proud
of their hard
work and
dedication.
After she
graduates
she is hoping
to attend
Vincennes
University to
go into culinary arts.
YoungHaislip does
not want to
continue to
run in college because
she wants to
focus on her
studies.
Track is a
very competitive sport
and YoungHaislip knows that very
well.
“You have to push yourself,” she said.
Younger athletes coming
up may not have any idea

OPS staff photo.

how
hard one has to work to get
to where they want to be.
Young-Haislip’s advice to
younger athletes is to,
“Chase your sports dreams.”
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Senior Spotlight: Makenzie Harrison

By JULIA ZHU
OPS feAtUreS edItOr
This week’s senior spotlight belongs to Makenzie
Harrison. She is the daughter of John Harrison II and
Kellee Worland, and is the
stepdaughter of Jill Hamson
and Greg Worland. She has
one sister, Morgan, and a cat
named Belle. Harrison was
born in Washington, Indiana.
In her free time, Harrison
enjoys crafting and trying
new DIY projects.
Throughout her high
school career, Harrison has
been involved with the Rotary Interact Club, Tri-M

State city outstanding girl,
most dedicated swimmer,
and most Improved dancer.
At Lincoln, her favorite
classes have been Chemistry II and calculus with
her favorite teachers, Kreg
Battles and Janis Hert.
Her post high school
plans include attending Butler University in the fall of
2016. She hopes to major
in pre-pharmacy and become a pharmacist.
“She turned her can’ts
into cans and her dreams
into plans,” by Kobi Yamada is her favorite quote.
Among her other favorites
are the novel “The Help” by
Kathryn Stockett, the televiContributed photo. sion show “Grey’s
Anatomy” and the movie
Music Honor Society, Na“Mamma Mia.”
tional Honor Society, StuHer most memorable modent Council as treasurer,
ment throughout high school
Palice, Academic Honor So- is when the girls swim team
ciety, and the Knox County
bus was stuck on a hill in
Key Club as treasurer.
Jasper. It was an icy and
She has also been a memcold day and the coaches
ber of the swim team and the had to get out and push the
dance team.
bus.
Harrison also has been a
At Lincoln, Harrison most
member of 4-H and was a
enjoys the variety of opporHoosier Girls State delegate. tunities that the school offers
During her senior year, she
to its students. She advises
has been an intern at the
underclassmen to accept
Good Samaritan Hospital
each of these opportunities,
pharmacy.
“Even if it is something you
She has received recognidon’t think you will like, betion for her work, such as
cause they will end up being
earning a 4.0 over her high
the best opportunities of
school career, Hoosier Girls
your life.”

Senior Spotlight:
Megan Jones

Contributed photo.
By LAUreN MccrAry
OPS StAff WrIter

Lincoln High School’s
newest senior spotlight is
Megan Jones. Jones is the
daughter of Stacey McMillin
and Chris Jones, and was
born in Vincennes.
She has two brothers and
two sisters, Cody Jones,
Logan Jones, Olivia Jones,
and Gracelynn Jones. Jones
also has a dog named Zeike,
and three cats, Boots, Rudy,
and Milo.
Her hobbies include hanging out with friends and
babysitting. She is also in
Student Council, Interact
Club, Random Acts of Kindschool because I enjoy doing ness Club and she is currently the senior class
it.”
secretary. Jones was a memNewland has more than
ber of the track team her
just instrumental talent, he
participates in the plays and freshman and sophomore
year, and during her junior
musicals at Lincoln. Reyear she was a member of
cently, Newland portrayed
the Old Post Sentinel staff.
Mr. Banks in “Mary PopHer post high school plan
pins.”
is
to attend Vincennes UniHis advice to young artists
versity and earn an associis, “Remember these three
rules: Come prepared, have ates degree in nursing, then
continue to a bachelor’s defun, and fight for perfecgree.
tion.”
Jones’ favorite class is art

Artist of the week: dustin Newland

By ANAStASIA KeLLer
OPS cOPy edItOr
The artist of the week is
band member Dustin Newland. Newland is the son of
April and Bill Newman. He
is the brother of Mykaela
and Cybill Newland and Andrew Kotter.
Newland is in the percussion at Vincennes Lincoln
High School and has been
known to play the bass
drum. He has been involved
in marching band, concert
band, and winter drumline
for three years. Newland
was also in the concert band
at George Rogers Clark
Middle School for three
years.
Newland’s brother, Andrew Kotter, was in band
and he enjoyed it, so New-

land decided to
try band too.
Newland explained, “I am
able to spend
time with a lot of
my friends and I
enjoy playing all
of the music,
easy or challenging, that we are
given.”
His favorite
marching band
show at LHS
was last season’s
“Ascension.”
“All the music
sounded really
good and the
charts were really cool.
Everyone really worked together!” he said.
Newland’s mentors are
band director Bill Marsh and
assistant band director Garrett Coffer.
He has won the Grant
Dougherty Award. The
award recognized Newland’s
excellence in music.
Newland's favorite artist is
Lukas Graham, because
Newland enjoys his style of
songs and he has not found a
song by Lukas Graham that
he doesn't like.
After high school Newland
plans to go to college for
mechanical engineering.
As far as music goes after
high school Newland said,
“Though it will not be my
main focus, I will try to continue doing it after high

with Amy Lane, one of her
favorite teachers. Some of
her other favorite teachers
are Janis Hert and Michael
Hutchison.
Jones’ favorite quote is,
“Imperfection is beauty,
madness is genius and it’s
better to be absolutely
ridiculous than absolutely
boring” by Marilyn Monroe.
Her most memorable moment is when the lights went
out a basketball game her
senior year and everyone had
to go to Adams Coliseum to
finish the game.
Jones’ favorite book is
“The Help” by Kathryn
Stockett, her favorite TV
show is “One Tree Hill” and
her favorite movie is “Titanic.”
She works at JayC Food
Store.
Her favorite thing about
Lincoln is that the school is
“very carefree” and all
teachers and staff are always
kind. Last but not least,
Jones’ advice to underclassmen is “make the best of the
rest of your high school
days, it goes by way faster
than you think.”

Around the VCSC: Clark teacher uses book
clubs to encourage reading
By HANNAH WILLIAMS
OPS SPOrtS edItOr
In English teacher Leigh
Anne Eck’s sixth grade
classes at George Rogers
Clark Middle School students
have been engaging in a new,
interesting way of reading for
fun: book clubs.
Through grants and donations from Clark Academic
Boosters, the Vincennes Education Foundation, and
Donor’s Choose, Eck was
able to purchase books
through Scholastic Reading
Clubs. She has received over
160 books to use in her classroom this year.
Eck’s students choose from
the titles to pick what books
they want to read
“Choice is key. Kids will
read more if they are a part of
the decision on what they are

reading,” Eck said.
Once each group decides on
a book, they immediately
start reading. These book
clubs are unique in the fact
that there is no testing on the
stories they read. Students
have the ability to read for enjoyment without the pressure
of comprehension questions
or a big test. Students instead
prepare for “Discussion
Days” where they talk with
their peers about what they
liked, what confused them
and any opinions they want to
share.
During Discussion Day, the
groups have a critical scene
or a question in mind that
they share with their peers.
Students even branch out to
announce a theory or prediction they might have for later
in the story.
After announcing a part of

the story a student was confused on, another student
asked his peers, “Why did he
do that?” By asking the students in his group, a whole
new discussion ensued while
each student shared their
thoughts.
Students agreed that because of the book clubs, they
feel they are changed as readers. Students get out of their
comfort zones, are more motivated to read, and have the
chance to read books they
might not have ever read.
Sixth grader David Allis enjoyed being a part of the book
clubs because he had the ability to express his feelings and
share his ideas with his
friends.
In the future Eck hopes to
incorporate more online discussions and include technology in the clubs.

