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Lincoln alumnus awarded Air Medal with Valor
By AUBREY HUDSON
OPS features editor

Lincoln High School grad-
uate Patrick Gress was re-
cently awarded an Air Medal
with Valor for his efforts in
Afghanistan.

Speaking via phone from
his current deployment, he
explained how last Decem-
ber, he was serving in
Afghanistan flying a scout
helicopter. His unit was a 1-6
Cavalry Spotter and OH-58B
in a Kiowa Warrior. 

On September 12, 2013, he
was flying with three other
individuals. The night prior, a
special forces team was in-
serted into Chinartu Valley,
going after the Taliban.  

The special forces team
found a lot of resistance.
They were then pinned down
by the Taliban and had to
fight them off all night and
into the morning. That morn-
ing, as Gress and his team
were flying, they received

word on their radio of the
trapped special forces team
and proceeded to help. There
were also Apaches (AH-64D
helicopters) on station at that
time. Gress’ team traded off
with the Apaches, attacking
the Taliban in the valley.
After repeated engagements,
the Taliban stopped firing at
the special forces.   

Due to the aid from Gress’
team and the Apaches, the
special forces team was able
to move out.

Gress graduated from Lin-
coln in 2003.  He and a fellow
2003 graduate, Cleveland
Upton, were deployed at the
same time, and worked to-
gether flying helicopters in
Afghanistan.

Gress was able to return to
Lincoln and speak to the Jun-
ior Reserve Officers’ Training
Corps (JROTC) four to five
years ago after he started
flight school.  

Gress feels that the JROTC
program is a great way for

students to learn about the
military without the commit-
ment of enlisting.  He says
the nice thing about ROTC
programs is that you get to
“try it out.” Gress suggests,
“Everyone should maybe
think about it at the very
least.”

Gress began flying air-
planes when he was a junior
in high school. As a senior, he
read an article and became in-
terested in flying helicopters
in the ROTC. He then studied
aviation at Vincennes Uni-
versity, and later joined an
ROTC program at the Uni-
versity of North Dakota and
began piloting helicopters.

Gress truly enjoys his job.
“It’s funny, you have a lot of
pride and feel very patriotic,
but it’s also very exciting,” he
said about his job. “The army
is something that can be
tough, and getting deployed
can be tough, but at the same
time, in the army and the mil-
itary, the government takes

care of us. We work a lot of
hours, but we also get time
off.”

Most of all, Gress advises
students to follow their inter-
ests. “If anything interests
you, no matter what it is, it
may not pay well and it may
not be what your friends are
interested in, but go after it,

because a lot of people end
up in jobs they don’t enjoy.

“There are a lot of people
who don’t know what they
want to do and don’t know
what they want to study in
college,” he said, “but sit
down and think about it, and
go after what excites you.”

Patrick Gress recieves his U.S. Army Air Medal with
Valor for his overseas efforts for the U.S. in Afganistan.
Contributed photo.

Advanced Ed Accreditation visit this week
By ZACH HORRALL
Editor-in-Chief

This week, Lincoln High
School was under evaluation
from the Advanced Ed Ac-
creditation to see how well
Lincoln is preparing its stu-
dents for graduation. The
evaluation took place on yes-
terday and today.

The Advanced Ed Accredi-
tation, formerly known as the
North Central Association, is
an organization that Lincoln
voluntarily involved itself
with in hopes of finding ways
to make the school a better
place for learning.

A five-person team spent
yesterday and today observ-
ing the school. The team in-
terviewed 20 students during
their time. Students inter-
viewed were picked by Vice
Principal Dave Hill and rep-
resented the entire school.
They also interviewed teach-
ers, as well as parents.

After they  have finished all
their interviews, the evalua-
tion team will inform Lincoln
on its strengths and weak-
nesses. The administration
wants to know about their
weaknesses so they can im-
prove on them and reach their
goal of creating an even bet-
ter school.

Lincoln's process for
preparing itself for this started
last spring with state stan-
dards evaluations and survey
processes that they con-
ducted. 

Principal Steve Combs,
who is going through this
evaluation process for the
first time as principal, is con-
fident about where the school
stands. "I feel great about
where we are as a school," he
said, adding that there is al-
ways room for improvement. 

One area that Combs feels
the school will need improve-
ment in after the evaluation is
with Lincoln's parental in-

volvement.
While this process with Ad-

vanced Ed only happens
every five years, Lincoln is
required to submit an im-
provement plan to the Indiana
State Board of Education
every year. Also, the school
will revise accordingly during
the off years.

Lincoln has always been
within this association. How-
ever, it has changed within
the past couple years from a
Midwestern United States as-
sociation to a global com-
pany, partly due to new state
standards for schools in Indi-
ana. The change has resulted
in the organization’s new
name.

"This is an attempt to make
the school the best it can be,"
Combs said.

Advanced Ed will provide a
report to the administrators
after school today, which will
be shared with faculty Mon-
day.

Paper Sweaters making a name
By CLAIRE DILLON
OPS opinions editor

A band of Lincoln High
School musicians have been
rocking out in the area as of
late.

Paper Sweaters is a power
pop, alternative punk band.
The band was started in July
2013 by Lincoln graduate
Josh Nelson, senior Ethan
Eck, and former Lincoln stu-
dent Brant Bilskie. 

Since the band got started in
July, some members have
changed and a new style has
emerged, “but we’ve been
rockin’ the whole time,” said
Eck. 

Eck is the bass player and
also does back-up vocals,
along with managing most of
the band’s social media ac-
counts.  Nelson plays guitar
and vocals.  The newest
member of the band is Lin-
coln senior Kameron Vonder-
well on drums.

Inspirations for the band in-
clude Weezer, Green Day,
Nirvana, and The Who.  

The band is still getting
started and has only booked
seven gigs so far. Those in-
clude venues in Terre Haute,
Bloomington, and at the Vin-
cennes Pavillion for the an-
nual Fourth of July
celebration.

Vonderwell said, “We enjoy
doing benefits, but are push-
ing for some paying shows.” 

Paper Sweaters has one sin-
gle recorded, “My Aunt Jill is
in Prison,” that is free with
the purchase of any of the
band’s T-shirts. 

The group would love to
have a full album recorded by
the end of the school year.

Also, Nelson and Eck plan
to move to a larger city after
Eck’s graduation and begin
making a career of the band. 

You can follow Paper
Sweaters on Facebook and
Twitter.  

‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ cast revealed
By REID MCCLURE
OPS staff writer

The cast of Lincoln High
School’s fall play, “A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream,” has
been announced for the De-
cember production.

“A Midsummer Night's
Dream” is one Shakespeare's
most famous plays based
around the marriage of The-
seus and Hippolyta. The play
features a group of six me-
chanicals and four Athenian
lovers who all encounter a
group of fairies of the forest. 

This version of the play will
be set in the ‘60s with the
fairies to become hippies, and
the lovers and royals will
look like mods from Carnaby

Street, and the mechanicals
will be blue collar workers
from town. 

The cast features Rowena
Labo as Hermia, Collin Crab-
tree as Lysander, Lora
Margerum as Helena, and
Parker Newman as
Demetrius. David Winburn
will play as one of the rude
mechanicals, Nick Bottom.
Dustin Newland will play
Oberon, Annie Miller will
play Titiana , and Olivia Delp
will play Puck. In all, 27 stu-
dents will take part in the
show.

"We have a fantastic cast.
These are some super tal-
ented kids to take on Shake-
speare and they are going to
have so much fun,” Haley

Lancaster said. 
Lancaster has been direct-

ing plays since 2010, but de-
cided to step down to take
over advising newspaper and
let Amy Connor direct this
play.

"While I was still planning
direct, I really wanted to do
this show and had planned all
along to edit it myself and di-
rect,” expIained Lancaster. “I
had a master plan of rotating
styles of shows: comedy,
Shakespeare, drama. This
was to be a Shakespeare year,
and I already had Amy Con-
ner on board as co-direct. I'm
just glad she was willing to
step in and take over the
whole thing."

Conner was originally from

Bainbridge Island in Seattle
and is no stranger to the
stage. She earned her bache-
lor's degree in acting from
Cornish College of the Arts in
Seattle, and has worked pro-
fessionally since.

"Theater is my thing, it's
what I do. I have been work-
ing and studying various as-
pects  of theater since I was in
high school myself. So about
400 years," Connor said. 

Connor is very excited to be
the new director to Lincoln
High School.  She likes the
play really well, saying that it
"has a little bit of everything
in it." She likes the three dis-
tinct story lines and the three
different styles of the play. 

"There is something for

everyone to enjoy. It's a great
play to watch as an audience
member, because the text is
not difficult to understand,"
Connor said.

The show was cast by Amy
Conner and her husband
David, Carly Tibbs, and Lan-
caster. 

"This is a production that
will be all about the words
and the actors. There is no
need for fancy theatrics in
this show. Shakespeare's
words give us all we need,"
Conner said. 

The show will take play
December 5 and 6 at 7 p.m.,
and on December 7 at 3 pm.
Reserved seating tickets will
cost $9.  To reserve tickets,
call 812-882-2516.
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Question of the Week: What fall televison premiere are you looking forward to?

“‘Grey’s Anatomy.’  I love it
becase I can cuddle with
my neighbor’s cat when
we are having a bad day.”

----Madalynn Ellis
senior

“I am most excited for the
fourth season of ‘Once
Upon A Time.’ I’m excited
to see how they portray
Elsa.”

----Mariah Anderson
freshman

“‘Walking Dead’ because
at the end of the last sea-
son the producers left us in
high suspense.”

----Brett Bauer
freshman

“The ‘Vampire Diaries’
because Damon is
super cute!”

---Shelby Goodman 
senior
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Internet filters: Are they really necessary 
By KAELA SPEIGNER
OPS staff writer 

Do you ever wonder
why certain websites are
blocked here at school? I
wondered the same thing
while looking up project
ideas for this week's "Yours
Truly" cartoon. There are
some useful websites
blocked by the school's in-
ternet filter that can be help-
ful when brainstorming
ideas and researching for a
school project. 

The Vincennes Commu-
nity School's internet filter is
influenced by the Children’s
Internet Protection Act
(CIPA). This is a federal law
that was passed by Congress
in 2000 to ensure the safety
and learning of students
when accessing the Internet
over school and library com-
puters.

An example of a blocked
off website is Buzzle, which
has a window organized in a
way similar to Pinterest that
links to information pages in
specified categories; how-
ever, Buzzle is blocked as a

"blog." In Dictionary.com, a
blog is defined as "a website
containing a writer's or
group of writers' own expe-
riences, observations, opin-
ions, etc., and often having
images and links to other
websites." Buzzle offers a
fun and easy-to-comprehend
learning experience when re-
searching certain subjects.
The reason why this website
is blocked is because the au-
thors are "anonymous," yet
they publish true and solid
facts. 

Another website that is
also blocked is Wikipedia.
Some teachers believe that
Wikipedia is a quicker way
to look up more up-to-date
events than a copyrighted
encyclopedia. Wikipedia
gives basic information
needed to complete a quick
biography or certain facts to
use in researching. 

Articles on Wikipedia con-
tain links leading to sources
used to research and verify
the topic’s articles. The
down side to this is that
Wikipedia is also blocked as
a blog. 

According to Dustin Jones,
the Technology Coordinator
of Vincennes Community
School Corporation, the
main issue with these sites is
the content is created anony-
mously. With the writers
being anonymous, it is tough
for the technology depart-
ment to monitor and ensure
appropriate and safe material
is being used. 

Blogs include links to
"keywords" that are filtered
through the the Lightspeed
System, which is the content
filter that follows the regula-
tions from federal guide-
lines and laws to ensure safe
and protected internet web-
sites for students. These
"keywords" can be un-
blocked by the school ad-
ministrators though, if it
offers a safe and educational
advantage.

Websites such as Face-
book and Twitter can be
classified as blogs, but are
more of social media web-
sites without specific topics

and clarified research. I un-
derstand that these websites
are blocked due to its dis-
tractibility towards students,
but in other websites, such
as Buzzle and Wikipedia, do
have value.  

Instead of blocking the en-
tire site, the keywords can
specifically block portions
of the website.

Not all of these websites
contain dangerous content,
and students could be able to
learn from the sites that are
currently blocked. 

Movie review: !Maze Runner"
PDA: No way

By BRAEDON FIELD
OPS staff writer

I can understand if you
want a quick hug before you
head to class, but all of this
cuddling and kissing the neck
is a little too far.  You can wait
to do the up close and per-
sonal stuff on your free time
outside of school. Students
need to watch how much pub-
lic display of affection they
are actually displaying.

Students don't want to walk
into the halls and watch you
and your significant other
kissing and touching. PDA is
becoming very common in
Lincoln High School. The ad-
ministration needs to crack
down on PDA.

The administration has a
rule in the handbook where
you can hold hands walking
to class, but “all other forms
of intimacy and exhibitionism
are not appropriate for a
school setting.” Also, the
handbook states, “emphasis is

to be placed on each student
maintaining a feeling of self-
respect, self-discipline and a
high standard of conduct.” 

If you have strong feelings
for your significant other so
why not save it for home. No-
body needs to see you express
your emotion physically in
the hallways of Lincoln High
School. 

The handbook states that if
students “engage in intimacy
after a warning will be guilty
of disobedience and appropri-
ate disciplinary action will be
taken. Exhibitionism will re-
sult in immediate referral.” 

There is no reason you
should have trouble following
the rules in the handbook. A
good way to fix this problem
is to have more teachers and
administrators set up in the
hallway to give students
warnings, then if it happens
again it will later bring upon
punishment. Punishment is a
good way to get people to
stop that do it repeatedly.

By KEVIN PRATT
OPS ad sales rep

"The Maze Runner" is a
movie about a group of
teenage boys that are all
brought up in a mysterious el-
evator into a place they call
the glade. The glade is in the
middle of a giant maze that
no one knows how to get out
of. You see the movie through
the main character Thomas's
eyes the whole time. Any-
thing that Thomas does not
know you do not know. This
is why the beginning of the
movie can be confusing be-
cause he has no idea what is
going on. 

In the beginning of the
movie, Thomas is brought up
on the elevator and is greeted
by all the boys that live in the
glade. Thomas's first instinct
is to run from them but he
ends up tripping before he
can get away. The boys’ goal
is not to hurt Thomas, but to
get out of the maze they are
in. There are people called
runners that search the maze
and map it out to see if there

are any exits out of the maze.
Thomas spends the first day
figuring out where he will fit
in at the glade.

Gally, one of the boys in the
glade, did not like Thomas
from the first moment that
Thomas comes up on the ele-
vator. Gally fights with
Thomas the first day that he
is there, but Thomas is able to
hold is own against him.
Throughout the entire movie,
Gally blames Thomas for
every bad thing that happens.
Gally is not wrong in blaming
Thomas, but people side with
Thomas because he is trying
to get them out of the maze
and makes the most progress
out of anyone who had been
there.

If you are like me and did
not know that the movie was
based off the first book in a
series you will be very con-

fused by the ending of the
movie. A lot goes down to-
wards the end of the movie
that will confuse you but is
inferred that these questions
will be answered in the next
movie. There are a few twists
at the end, like when Thomas
and the people he takes with
him try to escape the maze.
Thomas convinces everyone
to give one last effort to find
a way out and most of the
people of the glade follow
him. Gally, as you can guess,
is trying to convince every-
one that Thomas is sending
them to their doom and they
should stay with him.

There are a few holes in the
movie that will leave you
wondering how something
happened. This is not some-
thing that will be answered in
the next movie but something
that was not given enough de-
tail to know what was going
on. Other than the holes in the
movie, I did think it was a
good movie and would rec-
ommend you to watch it. I
give this movie three stars out
of five.

“I give this movie
three stars out of

!ve.”

Check
out this
week’s
comic
online
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LINCOLN SCORE BOARD

BOYS’ CROSS COUNTRY
at Jasper Invitational, Sept. 30
38. Brayden Little, 20:35
44. Jerry McCarter, 20:55
56. Tyler Batty, 21:37
61. Hayden Connor, 22:04
70. Gabe McCarter, 23:18
76. Elijah Punturi, 24:56

at Pike Central Invitational, Sept. 27
62. Brayden Little, 18:46
77. Hayden Connor, 19:23
112. Gabe McCarter, 21:16
126. Tyler Batty, 22:01
127. Elijah Punturi, 22:07

GIRLS’ CROSS COUNTRY
at Jasper Invitational, Sept. 30
4. Kaylee Lange, 21:43
7. Autumn Yang, 22:20
11. Paige Jones, 22:38
12. Erin Jones, 22:54
16. Marissa McCarter, 23:31
54. Kelsey Quinett, 27:39
59. Braylee Graman, 28:31

at Pike Central Invitational, Sept. 27
4. Kaylee Lange, 19:58
12. Paige Jones, 21:08
14. Autumn Yang, 21:14
27. Erin Parker, 22:00
38. Marissa McCarter, 22:27
81. Kelsey Quinett, 26:06
84. Braylee Graman, 26:22

VOLLEYBALL

vs. White River Valley, Sept. 25
Varsity
Lincoln 25 25 25
White River Valley 23 21 18
Junior Varsity
Lincoln 25 25
White River Valley 21 12

vs. Mt. Vernon & Tell City, Sept. 27
Varsity
Lincoln 19 20 15
Mt. Vernon 25 25 25

Lincoln 25 25
Tell City 17 18

Junior Varisty
Lincoln 20 20
Mt. Vernon 25 25

Lincoln 23 25 7
Tell City 25 16 15

A rivalry for the history books: Part 1
Lincoln vs. Washington

By Zach Horrall
Editor-in-Chief

“Vincennes was the game
we always looked forward to
the most,” said Brandon
Pfoff, former Washington
Hatchet and current coach of
the Lincoln High School
baseball team.  “They were
our biggest rival. While in
school, we didn’t care much
for Vincennes, and they
weren’t fond of us.”

The rivalry between Vin-
cennes and Washington is the
oldest high school rivalry in
the state of Indiana. After sit-
ting down with Dr. Daniel
Combs, I learned that it
comes from a much broader
past than assumed.

The rivalry dates back to
the 1860s when the two
towns would travel via the
B&O railroad to play each
other in baseball.

Many things throughout the
years have increased the ri-
valry between Vincennes and
Washington. What seems to
be the origin of the rivalry
can be dated back to 1886,
when a man by the name of
Peabody wanted to improve
Vincennes. Peabody wanted
$300,000 from the town of
Vincennes to renovate the old
train shops. When Peabody
approached Vincennes about
the idea, city officials de-
clined his offer.

Peabody then went to
Washington and proposed the
same idea. Peabody and the
town of Washington agreed to
a deal to build new, state-of-
the-art brick train repair
shops. Peabody left Vin-
cennes for Washington.

This created a clash be-
tween the people of Vin-
cennes and the people of
Washington. From this point
on, it was a constant battle be-
tween the cities to one-up
each other in any way possi-
ble. While they already had a
small rivalry in baseball, be-
cause they were so close to

each other and played each
other often, this new conflict
created more of an economic
rivalry. Beating each other
turned into a matter of pride.

At the turn of the century,
basketball became the popu-
lar sport in Indiana. Vin-
cennes was able to get an
early start on the basketball
program and won the state
championship in 1923, be-
coming a power team in Indi-
ana basketball.

Soon after Vincennes won
the state championship,
Washington hired a success-
ful coach and began to see
success in basketball. They
won the state championship a
few years later in 1930. At
this time, due to the success
of Vincennes basketball, they
would travel long distances
by train to play very good
teams up north. 

Those same teams refused
to play in the tiny Vincennes
gym. This led to Adams Col-
iseum's construction in 1926.
However, by 1926, Washing-
ton already had a big, new
gym to play in and was proud
of the fact that they beat Vin-
cennes to it. 

After Adams Coliseum was
built, the IHSAA began alter-
nating regional tournaments
between Vincennes and

Washington.
The rivalry had now picked

up heat and became an all-
out, at-each-other’s-throats
dog fight.

During this time, although
illegal, recruitment was nor-
mal between Vincennes and
Washington, because both
were job-heavy towns. Towns
would recruit players by giv-
ing their father a job within
the town, which would allow
that kid to attend the school. 

This came to a head in
1930, when Washington re-
cruited a black basketball
player on their team. This did
not sit well with the segre-
gated town of Vincennes.

It went so far that fans of
Vincennes were sending
death threats to the black
player whenever the two
towns met. Vincennes filed
suit against Washington, and
the IHSAA made the athlete
ineligible to play basketball
for Washington. As a result,
the IHSAA took the regional
tournament away from Vin-
cennes and Washington for a
couple years.

While the rivalry has in-
deed died down over the
years and morphed into a
friendly match between two
schools, it will continue
tonight as  Vincennes football
plays Washington. MaxPreps
has Lincoln ranked No. 5 in
class 3A.

"I feel like it's a game both
teams look forward to every
year,” senior Brandt
Nowaskie said. “It's always
fun to play in conference
games, and I feel like tonight
will be no different."

Fellow senior Joe Bobe ex-
pressed his opinion on the ri-
valry. "I feel like the rivalry
has decreased over the past
couple years in football, but
it's still a rival game and we
always have fun and look for-
ward to play it."

Read next week’s issue for
part 2 of the history of the
Lincoln-Washington rivalry.

By ALEX KITCHIN
OPS staff writer

The Indiana High School
Athletic Association has part-
nered with the National Asso-
ciation of Intercollegiate
Athletics to form a new
sportsmanship program for
high school athletes this year.
The program is referred to as
the IHSAA Champions of
Character Challenge.

Each school in Indiana is
given 100 points to begin the
year with.  A series of un-
sportsmanlike actions result
in point deduction.  If an ad-
ministrator gets ejected the
school loses 20 points, ejec-
tion of a coach docks 20

points, fans 10 points, and the
ejection of a student athlete
takes away five points.  

100-90 points is the “Excel-
lent” category, 89-10 is the
“Watch” and 69-60 is “Proba-
tion.”  If a school is under 60
points, they are in the “Needs
Improvement” category.  

There are a few ways to
earn points back for the
school.  For example, if the
student that got ejected were
to take a National Federation
of State High School Associ-
ations’ “Sportsmanship
Course,” a school would be
rewarded with five points.  

“The program is in its in-
fancy, and with that there will
be issues, just like in any new

program,” Athletic Director
Jeff Hein said.

This year there have been
concerns over the amount of
yellow cards the boys’ soccer
team has received.   There
was a misunderstanding
about the correlation between
yellow cards and the sports-
manship program at the be-
ginning of this school year.  It
was believed Lincoln had
been placed in the “watch”
category due to the team’s
yellow cards.

The OPS made phone calls
and emails to the IHSAA dis-
covered the school was in fact
still in the 100-point, “excel-
lent” category.

“There is not a direct pun-

ishment handed out by the
Champions of Character
Challenge program for yel-
low cards.” Hein said.

The IHSAA’s rule on yel-
low cards is that after five
cautions an athlete is not al-
lowed to participate in the
next athletic event scheduled.
After that event has passed if
the athlete gets three more
yellow cards he or she must
serve another one game sus-
pension.  

Athletic Director Hein will
be attending a meeting on
Oct. 15 to learn more about
the program.

The IHSAA!will formally
recognize “Excellent”
schools at the end of the year.

IHSAA!creates new program, 
Sportsmanship to be encouraged

ATHLETE
OF THE
WEEK 

CROSS -
COUNTRY
RUNNER

PAIGE
JONES

FEATURED
ONLINE

ALSO:
Jon Heiden

named COlts
Coach of
the Week

FOLLOW US
ON TWITTER

@LINCOLNOPS
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Around the VCSC:  Teaching one tweet at a time Senior
Spotlight:

Alexa
Cardinal

By BRAYDEN LITTLE
OPS Sports Editor

Leigh Anne Eck, sixth
grade English language arts
teacher at George Rogers
Clark Middle School, has
started to integrate Twitter
into her classroom.  

Eck has been involved with
Twitter for around a year now
and has become addicted. "I
lurked for a long time, not re-
ally participating,” Eck said.  

She began by following the
people involved in her blog-
ging community and learned
to love it.  "Sometimes it is
hard to find the time during
class to show them the
tweets,” Eck said, but she can

also see
this idea
picking
up in the
future.  

E c k
s t a r t e d
u s i n g
Twi t t e r
in the
c l a s s -
room after she attended a
conference this past summer
in Warsaw, Ind.  The idea of
connecting easily with other
classrooms intrigued her.  

"We have connected with
authors, and there are many
authors who are very gra-
cious. Using Twitter is just an
amazing way to bring the

world into our classroom.”
The kids enjoy Twitter, espe-
cially when authors tweet
back.  

The way that the students
"use" Twitter since they are
not 13 is through a “tweet
jar.”  Students write tweets
and place them in huge jar.
After that, Eck does the ac-
tual tweeting.  She says they

mostly tweet about books and
how technology is integrated
into their classroom.  

"We tweet things we think
other kids might want to
read,” Eck said.  

Eck treats Twitter as a
learning experience and not
just as social media experi-
ence.

Those who follow Eck’s classes’ twitter account can see how students

will tweet their book recommendations and shout outs to their favorite

authors, like this tweet to Indianopolis-based author, John Green.

By JADE MONTGOMERY
OPS staff writer

"Hard work beats talent,
when talent doesn't work
hard," is senior Alexa Cardi-
nal's favorite quote.  

Cardinal is the daughter of
Greg and Shawn Cardinal.
She has one brother, Jalen
Cardinal.  

She has a Brittany Spaniel
named Daisy and a cat named
Mittens.

Cardinal's hobbies include
volleyball, tennis, and euchre
with friends.

Her achievements, awards,
and accomplishments include
lettering in volleyball her
sophomore and junior year.
She made the Screen Printing
Plus All Tourney Team her
senior year, which she calls
her most memorable moment
in high school.  

She also received the most
improved player award in ten-
nis during her junior year.

Cardinal is involved in ex-
tracurricular activities such as
volleyball, tennis, Student
Council, Interact Club, Na-
tional Honor Society, Youth
Inspiring Peers, Teen Court,
and is a Palice.

Her future plans are to at-
tend either Indiana Univer-
sity-Purdue University
Indianapolis, University of
Southern Indiana, or Vin-
cennes University to study
nursing.  

Cardinal's favorite class and
teacher is anatomy with Shea
Duke.

“A Bend in the Road” by
Nicholas Sparks is her fa-
vorite book.

"Don't take anything for
granted,” advises Cardinal to
underclassmen.

Artist of the Week:  Alexa Lane

By MEGAN JONES
OPS staff writer

This week's artist of the
week is senior Alexa Lane.
She is the daughter of Dawn
and Ben Lake. She has two
other siblings, one sister,
Alissa Lake, and one brother
Aiden Lake . 

Lane's years in choir at Lin-
coln High School involve
being a three-year vocalist for
the Varsity Jazz Band and a
three-year Lincoln Singers
member.  Also, she was a
member of the Accents girls'
choir her freshman year.
Alexa has no involvements
with vocal music outside of
Lincoln. 

Lane became involved in
choir at  George Washington
Elementary School in her
third grade choir class. It has
always been a passion of hers
since she was little. "I really
enjoy listening and picking
out parts," she added. 

Other extracurricular activ-
ities that she has done include
serving as the girls’ basketball

and girls’ tennis student ath-
letic trainer. She has also par-
ticipated in National Honor
Society and Tri-M Music
Honor Society.

All of Lane's mentors that
helped her pursue vocal
music are teachers, including
Jason King, Gretchen
Bruner, Bill Marsh, and Gar-
rett Coffer.  Music professors
Dan and Lisa Miller have
guided her as well.

When asked who her fa-
vorite singers, songs or al-
bums are, Lane explained,
"Too many to list, because I
listen to a huge variety of
music."

She plans on attending In-
diana University to become
an athletic trainer. "I would
still like music to be apart of
my life," she said. Lane still
wants music to be apart of her
life because music has sur-
rounded a huge part of her
life. 

Lane's advice to young as-
piring singers and musicians
is, "Strive for excellence and
work hard at your goals."  
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Senior Spotlight:  Jacob Benson

By WESTON FRISZ
OPS staff writer

OPS staff writer Jacob
Benson was born in Vin-
cennes and is the son of Max
and Carmen Benson. He has
one brother, Zach Benson,
who is a sophomore at Lin-
coln High School.

Benson has been very in-
volved in sports throughout
his four years at Lincoln. In
Benson's freshman and soph-
omore years, he ran cross-
country and won the Most
Valuable Underclassman
Award. Starting his junior

year, he switched from
cross-country to  soccer.
However, he did not quit
competitively running com-
pletely, as he is a member of
the track team.

His favorite quote is by
Michael Jordan:. "I can ac-
cept failure, everyone fails
at something. But I can't ac-
cept not trying."

When Benson isn't on the
field, he's sure to be on the
sidelines cheering on his
teams as a part of the cheer
block club.

His most memorable mo-
ment of high school hap-
pened this year when the
Lincoln student section
stormed the field after the
Lincoln football team de-
feated Jasper in overtime.

In his free time, Benson
enjoys hunting or watching
his favorite television show
“Breaking Bad.”

His advice for the under
classmen is to be involved in
as many things as they can.

After high school, Benson
plans on attending Vincennes
University.

ASK BIG A:  Advice for every Alice
“I want to go to the Ball.

How to I get to go?”  
--No Invite, want to boogie.

Dear No Invite,
New Year’s Eve Ball is for-

mal dance for mostly Lincoln
High School students that
takes place on the night of
New Year’s Eve at Green Ac-
tivities Center on the Vin-
cennes University campus. 

A lot people to don’t realize
this, but it is a private party
that has nothing to do with the
school or school corporation.   

There is a committee of stu-
dents that invite the guests.
Traditionally, seniors are au-

tomatically invited. Juniors
and sophomores, on the other
hand, must receive an invita-
tion from the Ball committee
in order to attend. 

Freshmen are not invited,
but may attend as the date of
an invited guest.

Invitations will be received
by mail. Once the invitation is
received, students will fill out
a card placing their name and
the name of their date on it. 

A date can be from a differ-
ent high school. In order to at-
tend ball, the committee
requires traditional couples
only, and black tie attire.  

A dream come 

true for any girl 

who bleeds green!

Senior Savannah Corrona

was voted as the 2014

Homecoming Queen on

Sept. 26 at the annual cel-

ebration. She was es-

corted by senior Conner

Barmes.  Photo courtesy

of the Sun Commercial.
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