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NAHS raises money for local animal shelters one cup at a time
EMMA MARtIN
OPS cOPy EDItOR
Lincoln High School’s National Art Honor Society is
in their second year of running a cafe and bookstore,
and this year they are raising
money for the Vincennes
Animal Shelter, Angel
Lange’s Foundation and
Knox County Humane Society.
The idea for the NAHS
cafe came about when they
were tossing around the idea
of just reopening the school
bookstore again.
But according to junior
and NAHS vice president
Sunny Gambill, they
thought, “What if we sold
coffee too?”
They also took into account the positive sales and
feedback of their annual
Cups for a Cause fundraiser
held in the spring, in which
members glaze and sell various mugs, cups and bowls.
NAHS president junior
Ava Kotter said, “Everyone
is tired in the morning, and
it’s starting to get cold, so
it’s a great way to raise
money for the club and the
objectives of it.”
This year, the cafe is in a
new location, moving from
the old bookstore by the
front office, to the newly
renovated locker commons.
Display cases in the art
room open up the commons
and it became the perfect
place to sell hot coffee to

students arriving in the
mornings.
While NAHS’s cafe and
bookstore is the main
fundraiser they are doing
this year, they are also doing
a few others.
They are selling hot
chocolate and ornaments
outside the Humane Society
during the Christmas Parade,
having a Pet a Puppy day the
week before finals and they

are selling portraits of animals up for adoption locally.
“People support our artistic twist on community service through our Pet Port
photography and animal portraits,” said NAHS secretary
junior Alexis Carie.
The NAHS loves to help
these animals and give back
to the community as much
as they can.
Kotter said, “In NAHS we

all believe every animal
should have the opportunity
to live a happy and healthy
life. This is just our way of
raising awareness for how
many wonderful animals
need a home.”
“The Pet Port, Humane
Society, Angel Lange’s organization and other pets
help organizations don’t get
enough help. They’re always
in need with new animals,”

said Gambill.
Next semester, they plan
on collecting items to give to
the animal shelter such as
collars, leashes, toys and
treats for adoption bags for
the animals.
The cafe and bookstore is
open Wednesday and Friday
mornings before school.
Drinks range from $1 to $2.

Mary Franklin buys a cup of coffee from Kayla Widing at the National Art Honors Society’s cafe and bookstore on
Wednesday morning. This year NAHS is using the proceeds from the cafe to raise money for local animal shelters
and rehabilitation programs. OPS photo by Emma Martin.

with IStEP gone after 2017, much remains unknown
By JASMINE ZELLER
OPS StAff wRItER
Sophomores this year at
Lincoln are already getting
prepared for this school
year's spring ISTEP test. But
the state has been planning
to create a replacement test
for spring 2018, and educators don’t know what that replacement is.
So, teachers have to prepare their students for the
unknown test for the 20172018 school year.
Lincoln High School Assistant Principal Josh
Thompson has said that in
order to prepare for this
year's ISTEP test, they are
benchmarking the sophomores throughout the school
year in order to measure
growth in English and Math.
A proposed plan from the
Department of Education includes eliminating the IREAD in grade three, the
social studies test in grades
five and seven and the Accuplacer in grades 11 and 12.
Thompson believes that elementary schools staff,
teachers and principals will
identify any reading gaps
that students may have before sending them to the
fourth grade, so there
shouldn't be a problem with

eliminating the I-READ test.
He thinks it is important
for high schools and middle
schools ensure that the social studies foundations are
being covered so students
can expand on state standards.
He’s also on-board for
three benchmark tests.
"This allows for us to be
more in tune with curriculum mapping and its correlation to testing. It also allows
us to remediate more
quickly within our enrichment time,” Thompson said.
Lincoln Principal Stephen
Combs says that the school
is preparing for the ISTEP
test by showing teachers
what students need in order
to be successful.
He doesn't have an opinion about the I-READ test
but he says that "reading,
above all, is the most important necessity for learning."
He is also in favor of
benchmarking as he believes
this is more fair and accurate
description of a student’s
learning.
“At Lincoln we're concentrating on best practices in
instruction.
Our teachers are being
trained on differentiated instruction, and we've done an
entire year on how to use

data in the classroom,”
Combs said.

Proposed DOE
changes:
*Dropping IREAD at grade
three
*Dropping social
studies test at
grades five and
seven
*Dropping
Accuplacer
requirements.
*Assess English
and Math standards at grade nine
instead of grade 10
*Have three
benchmark tests
instead of a single
assessment

Schools have moved the
Accuplacer test further back
as early as the sophomore
year so students can enroll in
the Vincennes University
classes earlier, and so teachers can identify areas of
need in order to get them
qualified.
"We focus on individual
students, whether or not they
pass, and what we can do to

help them pass, such as
using My Foundations Lab,”
Combs said, referring to a
skills program designed to
help students pass the Accuplacer.
“When we were testing all
of our juniors, our students
performed at or near the
state average,” he added.
Superintendent Greg Parsley also favors a benchmark
test because he does not
support the high stakes testing that happens once a
year.
It also bothers him that
students complete the highstakes testing and the state
provides untimely results
that teacher's compensation
becomes tied to this.
"When students take the
exam in the spring and the
state cannot provide results
back until the next fall or
winter, students have little
interest in giving it their best
as by the time results come
back, the test is well out of
their memory,” Parsley said.
He is not opposed to testing in social studies, science,
the fine arts and all other
disciplines.
"In fact, I encourage this,
but I encourage this not from
an expansion of testing but
instead that we need a more
rounded student in terms of

the world around them. In
the world around them, has
the basic blocks of reading,
writing and math, but we
also need a greater understanding of the other disciplines,” Parsley said.
David Hill, the director of
assessment and state reporting, supports the push to
eliminate the I-READ exam.
"I believe that it is just too
much testing pressure that
we are placing on students at
an early age." Hill said.
He also supports the three
benchmark tests and believes that this type of testing is more productive for
instruction and for the development of the student.
It is also his belief that
schools will still be using the
ISTEP test for the 20172018 school year.
“There just is not enough
time for the committee to
develop an exam and partner
with a company to produce
the exam,” he explained.
“This is just another example of how out of control the
testing system has become.”
Since Democrat Superintendent Glenda Ritz lost reelection, the proposal for the
unknown test could go by
the wayside once Republican Jennifer McCormick
takes office.
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Question of the Week: What’s your favorite part of the Thanksgiving meal? Why?

“My favorite part of the
Thanksgiving meal is
the pumpkin pie.”

“Breaking the wishbones of my turkey enemies.”

Sara Hillyard
senior

Julian Brewer
junior

“My favorite part of
Thanksgiving meal is
spending time with family
and sharing what we’re
thankful for.”
Kaleb Audette
sophomore

“My favorite part of the
Thanksgiving meal is
the turkey.”
Heavan Rall
sophomore

Students deserve comprehensive sex education
By BrIttON dudASKO
OPS OPINIONS edItOr
The teen years of a person’s life are
some of the most crucial for their development. From the start of puberty to
the end, every person is in one mad
scramble to figure themselves out and
explore and even come into their own
sexuality. This isn’t a bad thing, save
for the catch: they’re having to figure it
out all on their own.
Comprehensive sexual education in
high schools is a must at this crucial
point in teenage development. However, it seems that there is such a
stigma around sex in general, let alone
teenage sex, that not many are willing
to teach it anymore.
And while some may find this to be
an awkward conversation, it’s one we
all need to be having. After all, it’s
people’s health on the line.
Planned Parenthood defines comprehensive sex education as education that
“covers the wide array of topics that affect sexuality and sexual health.” It is
classified as primarily evidence-based,
peer-reviewed science. Its goal is to
promote knowledge and sexual wellbeing in a fashion that is all inclusive.
According to the Guttmacher Institute, 37 states require that information
on abstinence be provided in the cur-

riculum. Indiana is among the 26 of
those states that require abstinence be
stressed.
Teens don’t just need sex education
because they are beginning to explore;
they also need it because their bodies
are changing and they don’t know
what’s happening to them.
Over 23% of schools in the country
teach students sexual health information based on an abstinence only curriculum, and here’s why that just
doesn’t work.
According to The Guardian, some of
these programs give false information
to make abstinence seem like the better
(or the only) option, such as condoms
cause cancer, the first sexual experience should be painful and ovarian
cancer in women is caused by promiscuity.
A study done by former State Representative Henry Waxmann revealed
that 80 percent of schools in the nation
who use an abstinence-only curriculum
are providing this kind of distorted information. Not only that, but these programs exclude all non-heterosexual and
non-cisgender persons. In a growing
and evolving world this is not only unfair, but dangerous.
Those who oppose the idea of comprehensive sexual education do so because they believe that it encourages

teenagers to become sexually active
and result in pregnancy.
However, according to a study done
by the National Survey of Family
Growth, kids aged 15 to 19 are 50 percent less likely to experience teen pregnancy after receiving comprehensive
sex ed.
It is common belief for parents to oppose the idea of educating teenagers
about things such as abstinence, body
image, contraception, gender, human
growth and development, human reproduction, pregnancy, relationships, safer
sex, sexual attitudes and values,
anatomy and physiology, behavior,
health, and even sexual identity and
orientation.
However, this is merely confusing
comprehensive education’s goal of answering the questions teens have with
advertising a life of promiscuity.
Kids have questions. But they are too
scared to speak up because of the
stigma surrounding the answers. It’s
time we stop hiding it and acting like
it’s a dirty word.
The time for that is long overdue.
The fact is, sex is a normal part of life
for a vast majority of people. And if
teens are comfortable enough to be
doing it, they need to be comfortable
enough to talk about it.

REVIEW: ‘Rocky Horror’ did the Time
Warp again, and it was pretty good!
By LeXI edGIN
OPS feAtureS edItOr
On Oct. 20, Fox released the long awaited
and advertised revival of everyone’s favorite
midnight cult classic “The Rocky Horror
Picture Show: Let’s Do The Time Warp
Again.”
For many devout fans, it was exciting to
see a new cast, including transgender actress
Laverne Cox in the lead role of Dr. Frank-NFurter. Tim Curry, who originated the role,
even made an appearance as the Criminologist.
However, fans of the classic were slightly
disappointed after the TV movie was talked
up with so much hype. Still, that is typical of
any reboot.
A common complaint was the differences
in music. Though it is to be expected, some
of the classics like “Time Warp” and
“Touch-A, Touch-A, Touch Me” were made
more modern and given a pop sound. While
fans didn’t expect each scene to be framefor-frame identical, some changes hurt the
show drastically. Even the iconic “Time
Warp” choreography was changed, which is
arguably one of the most notable parts of the
original.
Also, some of the scenes were watered

down, such as the death of Eddie or any of
Janet’s more sultry lines, and the dialogue
was so overdramatized it was almost unenjoyable.
Much of the focus was on costume and
scene production, as evidenced by the multitude of show girl-like costumes Cox donned
in almost every scene.
That being said, the design of the show
was incredible. The costumes were lavish,
strange and vibrant. While many of the sets
were new and improved, there were some
key pieces that were reminiscent of the cult
classic.
Not only that, many showered Cox’s rendition of Dr. Frank-N-Furter with praise.
The LGBTQ community and others calling
for Hollywood to give trans actors and actresses a chance were incredibly pleased to
see the actress playing the role of the scientist.
Also, Victoria Justice’s performance as
Janet Weiss was met with positivity. While
she downplayed Janet’s darker side, her musical background and acting career made her
standout amongst the cast.
While fans of the original may not put
“Let’s Do The Time Warp Again” on the
same level, this new movie is fun and worth
a watch at midnight.
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theater helps student grow and learn
By HANNAH WILLIAMS
OPS NeWS edItOr
Theatre, in every aspect,
has the power to bring so
much happiness and joy to
not only students, but teachers, children and members of
the community as well.
In my sixth grade year, I decided to audition for the middle school musical. I got a
small role and couldn't have
been happier. Through all the
meetings, practices, and
shows, I became closer to the
friends I already had, and created new ones that are still
relevant to me to this day.
I eventually became involved in the theatre department
at
Lincoln
my
sophomore year. When I
joined Lincoln’s tech theatre
class, it quickly became the
best decision I made so far in
my life. This year is my third
year being in the class, and I
have learned everything from
how to run the lock rail to
gaining important leadership
skills as a stage manager.
I have learned to be inde-

pendent and authoritative
through this theatre department. Most importantly, since
becoming involved in theatre
I have branched out of my
shell and met new people all
while developing new skills.
I would have missed out on
so much if I did not have the
experiences from the VCSC
theatre department. Every
student should get the chance
to discover a love for the arts,
and to do that schools need to
have adequate theatre programs.
By no means does a production have to be as big and
elaborate as a famous show
on Broadway, but having any
kind of theatre outlet for students who are passionate
about their interests makes all
the difference. Theater has the
potential to create so many
possibilities and memories for
students and families across
the nation.
After all, in the words of
playwright Oscar Wilde, “Art
is the most intense mode of
individualism that the world
has known.”
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Girls basketball off to a strong start with an experienced roster
By PArKEr MCNEELy
OPS StAff wrItEr

The lady alices basketball
team, led by coaches Travis
Connor, Kreg Battles and
Tim Helfen, along with a
strong senior class, are looking forward to a successful
season.
senior sisters lauren and
Haleigh Hipsher have been a
key part of the lady alices
team, playing on the varsity
roster all four years.
“our goals as a team are to
get better each practice and
win a sectional, regional,
semi-state and state title,”
Haleigh said
Following the senior class
is another strong group of
athletes in each grade that
will make an impact on both
the varsity and junior varsity
levels. The team is 5-0 on
the season with wins over
sullivan, evansville Reitz,
evansville North, Gibson
southern and Pike Central.
strong performances by
the sophomore and junior
classes have propelled the

team to their strong start this
season.
leading the team in scoring is sophomore alison
Hein, who also recorded a
double-double against Gibson southern by scoring 18
points and 11 rebounds.
“our goals are pretty high
for this season,” Hein said.
“We have a good group of
players and we feel like we
can compete with any team.”
The lady alices next varsity game is Nov. 22, in
alice arena against the Pike
Central Chargers with tip-off
at 7:30. The junior varsity
team will play an away game
against the Washington
Hatchets on the same day
with a 6:30 tip-off.
Haileigh Hipsher drives the
ball to the net during a recent game against GibsonSouthern. Lady Alices are
now 5-0 on the season
with a strong line up that
includes Hipsher playing
varsity the last four years.
Photo by Lincoln High
School Sports Pictures.

Scrimmage today for boys basketball

Lincoln
Sports Schedule
BOyS BASKEtBALL
Varsity
Nov. 23 vs. Northview, 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 26 at evansville Mater Dei 8, p.m.
Dec. 2 vs. evansville Reitz 8 p.m.
Junior Varsity
Nov. 25 vs. evansville Mater Dei,
6:30 p.m.
Dec. 1 at evansville Reitz, 6:30 p.m.
Dec. 2 vs. linton-stockton, 6 p.m.
Freshmen
Nov. 22 vs. Bloomfield, 6 p.m.
Nov. 28 vs. Boonville, 6:30 p.m.
GIrLS BASKEtBALL
Varsity
Today, vs evansville Mater Dei, 8 p.m.
Nov. 22 at Washington, 8 p.m.
Nov. 26 vs. Rivet at adams Coliseum,
2:30 p.m.
Nov. 30, vs Bosse High school, 7:30 p.m.
Junior Varsity
Today, vs. evansville Mater Dei, 6:30 p.m.
Nov. 22 at Washington, 6:30 p.m.
Nov. 26 vs. Rivet at adams Coliseum,
1 p.m.
Nov. 30 vs. Bosse High school, 6 p.m.
SwIMMING
Nov. 28, co-ed vs. evansville Harrison and
evansville North at llyod Pool, 6:30 p.m.
Dec. 1, co-ed at Jasper, 6 p.m.
wrEStLING
Nov. 25, Vincennes Invitational, 8 a.m.
Dec. 1, vs. Jasper, 6 p.m.

tOBIAS fLOrES
OPS StAff wrItErS
a new season has begun with a new coach
for the boy’s basketball team at Vincennes
lincoln High school.
Coach Josh Thompson has taken over
from lincoln for Jeff Hein, who remains in
his position as athletic director. Thompson
serves as assistant principal.
“It has been a very smooth transition,” said
Thompson. “Coach Hein did a great job with
the teams in the past so the groundwork was
already laid.”
Though he is a new coach, he can already
identify the team’s strengths and weaknesses. “Teamwork and [the] desire to continue here at lHs” being one of their
strengths, and “learning a new offensive system” being their weakness, adding “We will
improve daily in that area.”
He’s already looking towards the end of
the season with goals in mine.
“[We will] win a sectional and conference
championship as well as to be playing out
best in March.”
as far as the team, Thompson says that
one of their personal goals is to “be better
today that we were yesterday.”

This is not the first team Thompson has
coached. However, the boys here at lincoln
might be a little different than other he has
coached in the past.
“This group of guys is special. They have
some really good athletes and the guys are
eager to learn. [I want to] continue with the
hard-nosed defensive mindset and continue
to implement our swing motion offensive
system.”
There is no official starting line up yet,
there have been standout leaders already.
“Grant oexman and Dylan Flynn have
done a nice job leading our gus from a senior leadership standpoint.”
Plans for the rest of the season as of this
point are smooth.
Thompson says “We will approach every
game with the mentality of respecting every
opponent, but playing with no fear. If we
prepare ourselves to be the best we can be
everyday in practice, then the games will
take care of themselves.”
There is a scrimmage against North Posey
at 3 p.m. today at alice arena. The first
home opening game for the boys varsity
team is Nov. 23 at 7:30 p.m. against
Northview High school. Junior varsity tips
off at 6 p.m.

KoTTeR BReaKs Blue’s ReCoRD
By MADISON HEIDEN
OPS StAff wrItEr
During this past football season senior wide receiver Caden Kotter broke the school
record of 857 receiving yards by 148 yards.
“I felt very accomplished breaking the school record. I’ve always looked up to my
coach Jared Blue who set the previous record while in high school” said junior
Caden Kotter.
In 2006 Blue broke the record with 857 receiving yards his junior year. During this
past season Kotter broke Blue’s record with 1,005 yards.
Kotter said, “I knew about the record going into the season, but it wasn’t really
one of my goals. I was more focused on doing what I can do to help us win.”
Blue was actually one of Caden’s coaches this year.
“Records are meant to be broken, and I was glad to see someone that I coach and
is a great kid break the record. Caden is extremely athletic, humble, and has a great
attitude. Caden always works hard to improve his game. The sky's the limit for
someone as athletically gifted as Caden,” said Blue.
Kotter is also involved in basketball and runs track. During his sophomore year,
Kotter made it to state in the 200 meter dash.
Kotter would like to continue playing football in college.
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Senior Spotlight: Brandi Melschau
By JESSiCA PfOff
OPS iN-hOuSE EDitOR
Senior Brandi Melschau is
the daughter of Theresa
Huey, and was born in Newport Beach, California.
She is an only child, but
has two dogs, Rosco and
Ella, and a pet pig, Norman.
In her free time Melschau
likes to do yoga, play with
her pets and binge watch
“Grey's Anatomy.” She is a
member of the Interact Club,
Student Council, National
Honor Society, and she is
also a varsity cheerleader at
Lincoln.
After high school
Melschau plans on attending
Western Kentucky University, and will get her doctorate in physical therapy and
study exercise science.
Melschau’s favorite
teacher is Kreg Battles, who
teaches Chemistry 1 and 2 at

Lincoln. Her most memoHer advice to underclassrable moment is seeing Lin- men is, “Always try your
coln defeat Jasper football in best and enjoy every minute,
overtime her sophomore
because it goes by fast.”
year.
Melschau’s
most embarrassing moment was
“face planting”
during starting
five for two boys
basketball games
her junior year.
Her favorite
book is “The
Notebook,” and
her favorite
movie is “Bring
It on: All or
Nothing.”
“What I like
most about Lincoln is that the
teachers are always willing to
go the extra mile
and help you,”
Photo by Lincoln High School Sports
Melschau said.
Pictures

Around the VCSC: Cub scouts offer new
skills and opportunities
By iSAAC RiCE
OPS StAff wRitER
The Cub Scouts have a
tremendous presence in the
VCSC community. There are
many kids and adults that
participate, and the Scouts
have many ways for kids to
learn life skills, practice
things that other programs
won't teach and to make
news friends.
Scouting is for all boys elementary age, but there are
scouting programs for kids
when they get too old for
Cub Scouts also. Scouts
teach a lot of life skills like
learning to work together to
achieve a goal. The major
focus for local troops is

character skills,
“We take every chance
that arises to teach something to the kids while we're
together,”said Pack 270
leader Josh Lambert.
The boys also learn the traditional skills like first aid
skills, outdoor skills, general
safety skills and many more.
The troop stays busy with
countless activities. They
participate in charities and
other outdoor activities.
They do a lot of traditional
scouting activities including
a pinewood derby car race, a
soap box derby and going on
camping trips.
The Scouts also participate
in the flag ceremony on Veterans Day, they pick up trash

in the community and they
conduct a toy drive for the
Helping His Hands program.
“Scouting is fun with a
purpose,” said Troop Leader
Chris Berry.
Scouting presents an opportunity to make lifelong
friendship and learn skills
that can help a lot throughout life.
If you would like your
child to join the Scouts, contact your child’s elementary
for pack contact information.
Vigo Elementary hosts a
Girl Scouts troupe, and
Franklin, Tecumseh-Harrison, Riley and Vigo host
Boy Scouts.

Artist of the week:
Nate Kaffenberger
By ANAStASiA KELLER
OPS COPy EDitOR
Nate Kaffenberger has
been a member of the Lincoln Singer choir for two
years. He has been singing
since he was 3 years old. All
throughout elementary and
middle school, he has participated in choral performances.
Kaffenberger first began
his involvement in vocal
music at his church. He
began musicals at his church
as well.
At Lincoln, he has performed in “Shrek the Musical” and “Mary Poppins.”
He said, “It's challenging
to learn multiple genres of
music and many pieces are
inspiring for me.”
His mentors are fine arts
director Gretchen Bruner at
Lincoln High School and
professor Matt Latta at Vincennes University.
His favorite singers are
Patrick Monahan and David
Cook. He likes their vocal
ranges and dynamics.

Videography class hard at work on film
By MyA ANDERSON
OPS StAff wRitER

classes and Haley Lancaster’s fifth period class.
The class is busy at work with many other projects, such as a Halloween short film the class has
been working on.
While the contents and storyline of the short
film are being kept under wraps, students have
been learning important aspects of filmmaking
such as script writing and editing skills, basic

Kaffenberger’s favorite
album is “Carry On” by Fun.
It's his favorite album because of the “great harmonies” and “different
parts.”
After high school, he plans
to pursue engineering but he
isn't sure in what area, but he
is thinking about getting a
minor in music.
Kaffenberger is involved
in many activities. He is currently on the swim team.
Nate has been a on the student council for three years
and is the class of 2018
treasurer. He's been in jazz
band the last three years. He
is a member of Key Club,
Interact Club and National
Honors Society.
“Music touches everyone's
soul in some form or another, so find your niche and
include it in your life. It can
be very inspiring and fulfilling,” he advises younger
artists.
Nate is the son of Alan and
Beth Kaffenberger and has
one brother, Seth.

OPS staff photo by Anastasia Keller
function of a camera and editing of a video.
“When we get done with all of the production,
the students will be busy in the post-production
process for editing a trailer for the film, creating a
movie poster, and creating a social media campaign,” said Lang.
Sneak peeks and other updates can be found on
their facebook page, “Mr. Lang’s Film Crew.”

New to Lincoln’s curriculum, Rick Lang’s
videography class is off to a strong start and high
praise from enrolled students.
“This class is one of the most fun classes I’ve
ever taken,” said junior Payge Smith.
Students will learn how to
film and edit videos by
using hands-on learning
techniques that will get them
interested and involved in
their current projects. The
class goal is to inform students on how to use a camera and take videos the right
way.
“I’ve learned how to recreate certain special effects
with household objects,”
shared senior Daryn O’Dell.
Equipment is provided for
the class when working on
projects, such as the recent
“Mannequin Challenge,” in
which people remain frozen
in action while a video is
recorded with music playing
in the background.
Lang’s “Mannequin Challenge” video featured six
Pictured here is senior Lindsey Flory in a still of the the videography and film class’s top secret short film. Studifferent scenarios with all
dents in the class are learning all the skills of film making from scriptwriting to post-production editing. Photo
students enrolled in Lang’s
courtesy of Mr. Lang Film Crew Facebook page.

