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Pride takes the field in state competition

Renovation and
expansion proposed for
elementary schools
By KARLIE PUMMEL
OPS copy editor

The Pride of the Green Marching Band takes the field in Indiana State School Music
Association's Semi-State competition on Oct. 31. POTG qualified for state competition, which takes place today at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis. They take the field
in Class C at 11:18 a.m. Contributed photo by Angie Bartholomew.

Lincoln student awaits word
on kidney transplant
By HANNAH WILLIAMS
OPS staff writer
There are approximately
122,554 people in the United
States waiting for an organ
transplant. Over 100,000 of
those people are in need of a
kidney. A new person is
added nearly every 14 minutes to the kidney transplant
waiting list.
Rhett Cardinal, a senior at
Vincennes Lincoln High
School, is one of the thousands of patients on the
organ donation waiting list.
Cardinal was diagnosed with
Focal Segmental Glomerulosclerosis, also known as
FSGS, 12 years ago.
FSGS is a disease that
scars the blood filtering part
of the kidney. Damage done
to this section of the kidney
will gradually get worse and
eventually lead to kidney
failure.
Patients that end up with
kidney failure ultimately
need a kidney transplant.
Unfortunately, there are not
enough organ donors to save
the lives of all the patients in
need. The process by which
patients receive organs are
through the United Network

School
pyschology
awarness week
School psychologist Kathy
Wilson works in her office
in the Knox County Special Education Co-op,
housed in Lincoln High
School.
November 9-13 is National
School Psychology Awareness week. Check out the
OPS online for Schae
Jones’ story on the importance of school psychologists at http://www.
vcsc.k12.in.us/lincoln/OldPostSentinel.aspx .
OPS photo by Schae
Jones.

for Organ Sharing. UNOS
places patients in need on
what is commonly known as
"the waiting list."
Cardinal has currently
been dealing with FSGS
since he was five years old.
"I'm ready. It's been 12
years. That's long enough,"
said Cardinal.
As of right now, Cardinal
has received no information
about where his place is on
the UNOS waiting list.
When he was first put on the
UNOS waiting list, his condition statistics were at good
levels, so he was removed
from the list. In September
of this year, his levels worsened and he has been back
on the waiting list since.
The waiting list is always
changing. Usually patients
that have been on the waiting list the longest amount
of time get the organ donation first, but not always.
When an organ becomes
available for transplant, only
patients that have the medical characteristics that
match the donor have the
opportunity to receive that
particular donation. With
that in mind, not all the patients at the top of the list

will match the first donation
that becomes available.
The process of giving a patient an organ donation is not
a simple one. There are
many factors that determine
whether a transplant will be
a successful one. There are
always ones that come along
with transplants. Will the patient's body reject the transplant? Will the transplant be
effective? After waiting
years for an organ donation,
the last thing a patient or
their doctors want is for it to
go to waste.
Currently, Cardinal is one
of the many patients across
the U.S. that is not only
hopeful for a transplant, but
is also hopeful for a transplant that will be successful
in every aspect.
"The main thing is, I just
want to feel good," said Cardinal of what he looks forward to after his experience
with this is over.
Cardinal has remained
positive about his future
through his entire journey.
After receiving a kidney
transplant, he looks forward
to attend college and being
happy after his recovery.
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The fate of the city's elementary schools rests in the
hands of community members as they voice their opinions on the new renovation
plan the school corporation
desires to see, beginning in
2016.
Greg Parsley, the Vincennes
Community School Corporation superintendent, launched
into presenting the remodeling plan to the public during
a forum on Thursday, Oct. 29.
The corporation desires to
keep all four current elementary schools in operation to
preserve the history of the
neighborhood schools, but reconstruct and upgrade each
school for a 21st century generation.
"We want to protect the integrity of our neighborhood
schools," expressed Parsley.
"But this world is rapidly
changing, so our students
need change in the classroom."
Benjamin Franklin and
Tecumseh-Harrison elementaries both have structures
dating over 100 years old.
Those schools and Francis
Vigo Elementary have seen
additions over the years to accomodate Vincennes’ growing
and
fluctating
populations.
Now the corporation is
faced with the task of preserving the buildings for future
use.
To tackle this immense
project, the school board
hired Myszak and Palmer Architecture, the same company
who recently renovated the
old Clark Middle School into
the Clark's Crossing apartments, to complete a feasibility study.
"They've done it; they know
what they're doing," said
Parsley of the firm’s previous
work on the old school building.
Myszak presented the public with new floor plans for
each school, which include
new entrances and elevators
for the larger, older schools,
Vigo, Franklin, and Tecumseh-Harrison. Along with this,
each building would also
have new lighting, plumbing,
electric wiring, heating, flooring, and paint.
These “new structures,” as
Myszak puts, will create a
positive environment for students and teachers alike.
He plans to include as much
natural light as possible. Statistics show that learning rates
increase from 7 percent to 26
percent with natural light, and
he believes it will “completely change the atmosphere of classrooms.”
The plans also include im-

proving each school’s current
arrival and departure system
by completely separating the
parent drop-off, bus lot, faculty lot, and visitor parking,
making it safer for students.
Riley Elementary, the
newest of the four schools,
will only receive the interior
reconstruction because the
building is landlocked and
does not offer opportunities to
expand the structure.
Myszak explained why it
was not ideal to build one
new “super school” for all elementary students, stating
that it would cost over $50
million to construct and also
add on to the existing heavy
traffic in the middle and high
school campus, not to mention the added cost to maintain four vacated schools.
Additionally, any vacated
building could become occupied by a charter school that
the corporation would be
forced to lease the building to
for $1, according to Indiana
code.
This $36.6 million project
will not affect tax rates. The
high school debt will be completely paid off in December
and they are also staying
within their tax levy, meaning
property owners will see no
increase in their taxes.
When renovations begin at
each structure, students will
be temporarily displaced
since it is impossible for them
to remain in the building
while renovations take place.
So where will they go?
There is no concrete answer
as of yet.
"[There are] many different
options...that we would be
comfortable with," said Parsley of relocating students
elsewhere.
Options include renting
portable classrooms, or shifting students into Clark Middle School, and then shifting
some Clark students to Lincoln, the latter of which Parsley called “less than ideal.”
Another option Parsley is
exploring is housing students
at local churches or other
larger businesses and community buildings. The corporation would essentially rent
these buildings while in use
by students if this route is
chosen.
The VCSC school board
hopes these renovations will
be completed by 2020, and
believes the updated schools
will bring more people into
the community.
The next two forums will
take place at 6 p.m. at Tecumseh-Harrison
Elementary
School on Nov. 9 and Clark's
Crossing on Nov. 10.
Adviser Haley S. Lancaster
contributed to this story.
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Question of the Week: What does being an Alice mean to you?

“It means being a student athlete. We like to
ball all day and we don’t
care who knows.”
Jenee Goodwin
senior

Combs’
Corner

“It’s not the school that
makes the student, it’s
the student that makes
the school.”
Kelby Britt
sophomore

“Being an Alice means
hard work and growing
together as a team and
as an individual.”
Kaleb Audette
freshman

“Being an Alice means
representing the town
and being a part of a
great school.”
Taylor Smith
junior

Review: ‘American Horror Story: Hotel’
BY DAVID WINBURN
OPS opinions editor

By STEVE COMBS
LHS principal

“American Horror Story:
Hotel,” the fifth season of the
popular TV series, taking the
Congratulations to the
show back to its roots, adding
Pride of the Green for adthe mystery that was sorely
vancing to the Indiana State missed from the previous seaSchool Music Association
son, “Freakshow.”
state finals. Today they take
“American Horror Story” is
the field at Lucas Oil Staa horror-genre suspense show
dium at 11:18 a.m. to perwith a unique premise that
form their show,
presents a new, standalone
“Ascension.”
plot and characters each seaThe state marching band fi- son, but repeats many of the
nals is the culmination of a
same actors.
tremendous amount of work
In the last season, plot
by the directors, parents, and points were spit in your face
performers who are a part of and left little to speculation.
the Pride of the Green. This This season, the story is
is the tenth time since 2000
purely up for viewer debate.
the band has qualified for
“Is John losing his mind, or
state finals.
did that really just happen?”
The practice that our young is the common question, as
people put into making the
Wes Bentley’s character, John
band performances great is
truly inspiring. If one were to
travel near 1545 S. Hart St.
Road after school hours, he
By AUTUMN RHODES
would surely see the band
OPS staff writer
members preparing for their
next contest. One can hear
Why do a random act of
their music echo down Bier- kindness? Doing a random
haus Boulevard. Their work act of kindness makes you
has paid off after practicing
feel good inside after doing it.
since May, and it will be on
In my perspective, doing randisplay today.
dom acts of kindness makes
I hope to see many of you me feel all warm and fuzzy
in Indianapolis. I'm very
on the inside after doing so.
proud of our band program
A random act of kindness
and know that this organiza- could be as simple as holding
tion will represent LHS exa door open for someone, taktremely well, as they always ing a cart for someone at the
do. Go Alices!
grocery store, or even picking

Lowe, the main protagonist-for now--of the series seems
to take one step after another
into the realm of madness.
One thing that isn’t up for
debate is the performance of
the leading lady, Lady Gaga.
Her character, simply known
as, “The Countess,” is the
part she was born to play.
The Countess’ quirks and
dark personality seem to pair
with Gaga’s perfectly as each
scene starring her sends chills
up my spine and reminds me
of what her character is capable of.
Another character of note is
Evan Peters’ character, James
March. The multi-millionaire
owner and original creator of
the Hotel Cortez.
It’s the first time in the
show that Peters has had to
play a character above the
poverty line, and his first time

playing a type of villain. He
does this extremely well,
showing viewers that insanity
isn’t always so black and
white.
The hotel itself seems to
take on a personality similar
to that of its creator, March.
The hotel has many hidden
rooms and traps, all of which
were created to obfuscate
Marchs’ murderous ways.
Overall, this season is an
improvement over the flaws
of the last, but it still hasn’t
quite lived up to the glory and
mystery of the first three seasons, and as many celebrity
actors as they hire, no one
seems to quite compare to
Jessica Lange’s performances
from the past seasons.
“American Horror Story”
airs Wednesdays at 10 p.m.
on FX and is rated TV-MA.
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Try out a random act of kindness today
up a gum wrapper in the hallways at school, or something
bigger. Such as helping an
elderly man build a shed,
helping someone paint their
patio, or helping put up drywall in a house someone is rebuilding.
In the community service
class at school, we do many
different random acts of kindness for people.
We visit the residents at
Colonial Assisted Living,
1622 S. Hart St. Road, every
other Thursday. We do arts

and crafts, read, and take
walks with them. We help
people with things they need
done around the house. We
help organizations with projects. We are taking donations
for the police department.
In my opinion, doing a random act of kindness is a great
thing. It not only makes you
feel good, but also makes the
others around you and the
people you help happy.
Holding a door open for
someone in the morning
could totally change their out-

look on the day. That person
could have been in a terrible
mood, but by holding the
door or elevator open could
make them smile.
In my opinion, that's a great
thing.
So get out and make someone's day. Give a random act
of kindness to a stranger or to
someone you know. It's an
amazing thing to do, big or
small.

Color guard offers new
experience, new opportunities
By MACEY TIGHE
OPS staff writer
Marching band is extremely
hard work. You work for
months to perfect an eight
minute show. There are
sweat, tears, bruises, and even
broken legs, but it does pay
off. Once you get out on that
field, it's just you and the one
hundred other band members.
I know every time I start a
show I get so into my character, I can't help but to just give
the show my all. So much
work, time and effort has

gone into these years, but I do
not regret it.
Being a color guard member for the Pride of the Green
these past three years has
been an honor. I've not only
learned how to do drop spins,
tosses, and dances; I've
learned how to work better
with others. I've gained many
friends and created bonds that
won't be broken.
As you read this, we will
have ascended to state final-I could be taking the field
right now!
We haven't been to state

since the 2013 marching band
season. I'm completely proud
of the hard work all the members have put in; we all definitely deserve this.
If you are thinking of joining marching band, you have
to be ready to put in the time,
because band takes dedication. You have to be willing to
work hard and work together
with others.
Band helps you reach goals
you didn't know you had before, and once you reach
them, it's an amazing feeling. Sophomore Abigail Kifer rehearses before semi-state
competition Oct. 31. Contributed photo by Angie
Bartholomew.
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Lincoln’s annual sports banquet

Girls’
basketball
tips off
tonight
By LUKE BLACKBURN
OPS sports editor

On Nov. 2, Lincoln High School held its annual fall sports banquet. From left, front row, Easton Brower won the
Legion award for boys soccer; Becca Rutherford won the the McDonald’s award for girls soccer; Ellie McClung
won the McDonald’s award for girls’ golf; Paige Jones won the Legion award for girls cross-country; Zaidee Rada
won the Legion award for cheerleading; and Daniel Black won the McDonald’s award for boys’ tennis. ack row,
Hayden Connor won the Legion award for boys’ cross-country; Ethan Claycomb won the McDonald’s award for
boys tennis; Garrett Lane won the Legion award for football; and Paige Lett won the McDonald’s award for volleyball. Contributed photo.

Athlete of the Week: Braeden Field
By WINSTON CARSON
OPS staff writer
Senior football player
Braeden Field is the son of
Walter and Michelle Field.
He has two siblings, Dustin
Wineger and Jaden Field.
Field has played football
for three years now and was
captain on this year’s team.
He is also involved in basketball and baseball.
He has been recognized
for winning conference in
football, basketball, and
baseball. Field has also been
a part of two sectional championship teams and one regional championship team.
His most admired athlete
is basketball player Stephen
Curry of the Golden State

Warriors, "because of his
work ethic, and the heart and
desire he has for the game of
basketball.”
After high school, Field
wants to attend Vincennes
University for general studies and then transfer somewhere else.
He says he would love to
play sports in college.
"I have grown up playing
sports and don't plan on quitting now,” he said.
Field's advises young athletes, "Listen to your
coaches. They know what
they are doing and always
give 110% effort."
One thing he has learned
from sports is to work hard
for what he wants and to
never give up.

OPS staff photo by Julia Zhu

New swim coach ready to take on a new team
By ANASTASIA KELLER
OPS staff writer
Vincennes Lincoln High
School has a new swim coach
named Tiffany Mathias.
Mathias grew up in a swimming environment. She was a
varsity swimmer in high
school and has always had a
passion for swimming.
She is following in her
mother's footsteps who was
also a swim coach. Her own
son and daughter swam in the
USA Swimming program.
Mathias stated, "When they
began to swim it brought
back great memories."
Mathias coached the Jay
County swim team and
coached the boys’ and girls’
middle school team at Jay
County for four years. She
stepped down as coach when
her children became high

schoolers.
When Mathias moved to
Vincennes in December of
2014 she felt odd watching
the swim meets.
Mathias expressed, "I
quickly realized how much I
missed being on deck. Sitting
in the stands just watching
made me anxious. I missed
being with the athletes and
being in the middle of all the
action."
After she expressed how
much she wanted to be more
involved in the LHS swim
team, becoming the new
swim coach happened.
Mathias is in search of team
leaders but hasn't decided
who they are just yet. She has
noticed many dedicated athletes. She is excited to build a
strong bond with her athletes
and see what they can do. It
will take time for Mathias to

know what her expectations
will be for the team and for
her to know what she can expect them to do.
She stated, "I need to get to
know this team better and I
am excited to do so."
Mathias is focusing on getting a feel for the strengths
and weaknesses as a whole
for the team and to begin improving them.
She watched the team last
year and Mathias does have
one concern for the team. The
biggest obstacle the swim
team faces is not having a
pool on campus or off campus exclusive to the team.
She’s concerned the swim
team is losing valuable practice time, but she is confident
everything will work out.
Mathias exclaimed, "I am
just looking forward to a fantastic season."

Last Saturday, the Vincennes Lincoln Lady Alices
unofficially opened their season with a scrimmage against
Southridge. While score were
not kept, the Lady Alices
looked strong and are looking
to make big statements in the
coming months.
This year, the girls are led
by head coach Travis Connor
and three seniors. Among this
year's seniors is 2014-2015
Vincennes Sun-Commercial
Player of the Year and college
basketball hopeful Jenee
Goodwin. According to her,
the Lady Alices have a big
year ahead.
“We want to finish with an
improved record from last
year, as conference champions and as sectional champions,” she said.
For many players, the
scrimmage was a good starting point to work towards the
team’s goals.
“I think the scrimmage went
very well and it was a great
way to show us where we are
for upcoming games,” said
sophomore Lindsey Sparks.
Through the season, the
Lady Alices face some of the
best competition in Indiana.
Many of the state’s dominant
girls team are within a 50mile radius of Vincennes. But
the Alices are not cowering
from the tough competition.
“I'm looking forward to all
the competitive games we
have to play,” Goodwin said.
The girls officially kicked
off their season yesterday at
Sullivan and then play tonight
against Evansville Reitz at
home. Varsity tip off is at 8
p.m.

Lett named to volleyball
Big 8 squad

Press release

Lincoln High School senior Paige Lett was named to
the 2015 All Big 8 Conference Volleyball team. Lett
was a middle hitter for the
team. She is a three year letter winner for the Lady Alices and is the team's MVP
this season.
In conference play, Lett totaled 45 kills and 19 stuff
blocks. She had a serving
average of 87% with 7 aces.
In the back row, she had 41
digs.
"I am really excited to see
Paige make the All-Conference team,” commented Lincoln Coach Jill Ballinger.
"She has worked extremely
hard and is very deserving of
this honor. Making the All-

Conference team says a lot
about Paige's abilities. The
Big 8 is one of the toughest
volleyball conferences in
Southern Indiana and there
are several outstanding players- to have Paige on the list
speaks volumes."
Other players making the
All-Conference team were:
Jasper, Michala Flamion &
Teyah Leinenbach;
Boonville, Madysen Brown
and Taylin Brandenberger;
Mt. Vernon, Ellen Denning,
Drew McNamara and Alexis
Nall; Princeton, Erin Fortner,
Hannah Brewer and Brooke
James; and Washington,
Emily Sullender
Boonville and Jasper were
co-champions of the conference.
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Franklin Elementary hosts
annual chili supper tonight
RACHELLE WILLIAMS
OPS staff writer
It's that time of year again
for Benjamin Franklin Elementary School’s annual
chili supper. Franklin has
been putting on an annual
chili supper for 60 years
now, and this annual event
will take place tonight from
5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Tickets are $5 each and
may be used for food or
games. They will be serving
not just chili but also hot
dogs, hamburgers, desserts
and drinks. Takeout of chili
is available for $12 per gallon or $6 for half a gallon.

In addition to the food,
they will have live and silent
auctions. Classes have been
collecting items for themed
baskets for the silent auction. There will also be book
and cake walks, a pet rescue
game, bounce house, basketball shoot and football
throw, duck pond, grab bags,
putt-putt golf and more.
The event’s theme this
year is “Super Chili for
Super Heroes.”
Several thousands of dollars is usually made each
year from this event. All of
the proceeds made from this
will go to the Parent Teacher
Organization. The PTO pro-

Senior Spotlight:
Karlie Pummel

vides funds for teachers and
the staff for specific class
projects and student events
unique to Franklin.
The staff at Franklin and
many parent volunteers help
to make this event happen
every year. Teachers use
their rooms for games and
also work as cashiers or
help with the games.
In the past they have
made over 150 gallons of
chili, so this school year
they increased their production by 25 percent.
Tickets are available at the
door.

Artist of the Week: Ava Kotter
ALEIGHA SCHINGECK
OPS staff writer
This week’s artist of the
week is sophomore Ava Kotter. Kotter is the daughter of
Jeff and Jennifer Kotter, she
also has one sister, Alex.
Kotter has been involved
in art for many years including Intro to 2D, Intro to 3D,
Advanced 2D, and Advanced Placement Studio
Art. She’s been involved

with the National Art Honor
Society for two years and
currently serves as the
awards and ceremonies officer. Kotter also did two
years of art in middle school.
“Art has just always been a
part of who I am,” Kotter
also said of her involvement.
“I like the creativity you can
express with it, and that
there’s no standard to fit.”
Black and white mediums
such as charcoal are Kotter’s

favorite.
“I like the contrast it provides, and I hate working in
color,” she explained.
Art teacher Amy Lane is
her mentor.
“She always pushes me
and helps me improve as an
artist.”
Awards Kotter has won include first place in watercolor painting, first place
and second place in textiles,
all in the Lincoln Juried Art
Show. Kotter has also won
the Knox County Show
Honorable Mention.
Her favorite artist is Frida
Kahlo.
“She was independent and
she’s a feminist icon.”
But her favorite work of
art is Vincent Van Gogh’s
“Skull With a Burning Cigarette,” because she likes Van
Gogh’s style of painting.
Kotter has not decided
what she would like to do
after high school, but she
will continue to create art.
“I can’t think of anything
else I would rather do,” she
said.
She advises young, striving artists, “The more you
work, the more you’ll improve.”

OPS staff photo

Senior Spotlight: Kenlee Rumer
STACY VIERRA
OPS staff writer
Kenlee Rumer is a senior at Lincoln High School
born in Vincennes and is
the daughter of Amy and
Chris Rumer and sister to
Dylan Rumer, Klara
Kohlhouse, and Olivia
Kohlhouse.
Rumer owns one cat and
loves to read and draw.
She has worked at Office
Max, 619 Kimmell Road,
for over a year. She is involved in the French Club
and cheer block.
“Be yourself; everyone
else is already taken,” stated
by Oscar Wilde, is her favorite quote.
“When the LHS football

team beat Jasper at Jasper
my junior year and everyone
rushed to the field is my
most memorable moment,”
said Rumer.

OPS staff report
“Only dead fish go with
the flow,” is the favorite
quote of this week’s senior
spotlight, OPS staff member,
Karlie Pummel.
Pummel was born in Vincennes. She is the daughter
of Kenneth and Donnetta
Pummel, and her siblings are
Kelsey Schaller, Michaela
Kennedy, and Kenny Pummel. She also has two dogs,
Molly and Sister, and a kitten named Pepper.
She enjoyed the “Star
Wars” films and her favorite
book is the Bible.
She has many hobbies that
she enjoys, such as singing,
reading and acting. She
loves mission work and recently completed a mission
trip Nicaragua.
She also played flute in
Pride of the Green Marching
Band her sophomore year.
Pummel is a member of
National Honors Society and
Batteries Not Included improvisational comedy group.
She has performed in many
Lincoln productions, including “A Midsummer Night’s
Dream.”
Retired French teacher
Karen Query has been her
favorite teacher and she

Contributed photo
greatly enjoys being on the
Old Post Sentinel staff with
adviser Haley Lancaster and
her staff mates.
Her most embarrassing
moment is an endearing one.
“I fell down the stairs my
freshman year in front of a
bunch of cute senior boys. I
dropped all my stuff and
none of them helped me pick
it up because they were
laughing so hard,” claimed
Pummel.
When not being involved
in church or school, Pummel
works at Dogwood Barbeque, 2232 N Sixth St.
“Always be yourself…
Don’t let others influence
you to not be. Be who you
are, not what the word wants
you to be,” she advises
freshmen.
“Get the most out of every
opportunity you have,” she
adds. “Those experiences
will help you in the long
run.”
She volunteers at Calvary
Apostolic Churchand plans
on going to Indiana Bible
College in Indianapolis for
International Biblical Studies.
Her goal is to be a missionary in foreign countries
and will be graduating Lincoln in December.

RAK blood drive

“I would like to go to the
school of pharmacy at Purdue,” explained Rumer.
Since she has always been
good at math and science
classes she feels like pharmacy is just a good profession to get into.
“I like how spirited
everyone gets during spirit
weeks,” Rumer said when
asked what she liked best
about Lincoln.
Her favorite book is
“The Great Gatsby” by F.
Scott Fitzgerald, and she
enjoyed the recent Baz
Lurhman film adaptation.
“I liked how Leonardo DiThe Random Acts of Kindness Club sponsored a Red
caprio portrayed Jay
Cross blood drive on Nov. 4 in Alice Arena. Thirty-seven
Gatsby,” Rumer said.
units of blood were collected, and RAK plans on hosting
another drive in the spring. OPS staff photo.

