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Lincoln, JROTC honor war veterans
By MEGAN JONES
OPS staff writer
Lincoln High School had
their Annual Veteran's Day
ceremony on Nov. 11 to
honor our veterans, hosted by
the Vincennes Lincoln Junior
Reserve Officer Training
Corps.
Junior Michael Brankle introduced the program with
the national anthem. The national anthem was sung by
senior Alexa Lane.
Battalion Executive Officer, Cadet Major Courtney
Groves then spoke on the reason why Americans celebrate
Veterans Day and how it got
its name.
Junior Cadet Captain Sami
Hatfield recognized family
members of JROTC members
and three LHS faculty members who are veterans along
with veterans from our community.
Harold Hill served in the
Army during the Korean War.
He is Cadet Anna Crosby's

uncle. Paul Black served in
the Air Force during the Vietnam War from 1962 to 1968.
He is Cadet John Stiles'
grandpa.
James Graham served in
the Marines in combat during
the Vietnam War from 1968
to 1971. He is Cadet Holly
Graham's grandpa. Royce
Mercer served in combat in
the Army during the Vietnam
War. He is Cadet Crystal
Kline's grandpa.
Jerry Groves served in the
Army from 1989 to 2010. He
also served time in Iraq from
2003 to 2004 and served in
Bosnia in 2002 for eight
months. Groves is the father
of Cadet Courtney Groves.
LHS faculty and staff members that were recognized
were Kim Breitweiser, who
served in the Army; David
Hinkle, who served in a submarine in the Navy; and Martin L. Qualkenbush, who
served in the Army from
1973 to 1997.
The ceremony then recog-

Project Lead The Way is
working on a light show on
the Lincoln High School
campus that will run Dec. 19
through Christmas. This is
the third year for the holiday
display.
This year’s light show will
have a significant increase in
lights and channels that are
used to run it. “We hope to be
over 10,000 lights,” said
teacher Kim Breitweiser.
The project is done to teach
students project planning and

management of time and resources. “It also helps them
understand applications of
digital electronics. Plus, I
love Christmas!” added Breitweiser.
Donations to this project include Gemtron, who gave a
generous amount of money to
help make the display larger
this year. Peabody Energy,
Vincennes University College
of Technology, and members
from the Vincennes community also helped to make the
project possible. “LHS folks
donated in the past years too,”
Breitweiser adds.

Senior Alexa Lane sings the National Anthem during
the Nov. 11 Veteran’s Day Ceremony, hosted by the
JROTC. Photo by Amy Shoemaker.
nized the members of our
armed forces that could not
make it to the ceremony and
back with their families with
a POW/MIA reading that memorialized an empty table
setting for one missing in action.
Cadet Sarah Haygood
played taps on the trumpet.
The guest speaker was our

The Francis Vigo Chapter
of the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) has
been working on a literacy
project and recently held a
book drive for the Lincoln
High School library.
The chapter does an annual
project to promote literacy.
English teacher Haley Lancaster is the Literacy Committee chair for the chapter
and was aware that the library
had difficulty finding funds to

buy new books.
The drive gained 52 books
for the library, surpassing the
goal of 50 books.
The DAR members wanted
to see how successful the
book drive would be. Because of the level of success
they had , they hope to do the
same kind of drive for other
county school libraries in the
future.
"Some women gave books,
others gave gift cards to buy
the newest adult literature
books that students would
want to read," said Lancaster.

own LHS Army JROTC instructor, Colonel Lee Baker.
Baker explained what a veteran is and how many veterans there are in the United
States, Indiana, and Knox
County.
Baker shared a encounter
he had with Pat Tillman 2002
who "walked away from
fame and fortune" in the NFL
to serve. In 2004, Tillman
was killed while conducting
Special Operations mission in
Afghanistan.
Baker shared that memory
because he was shocked and
touched by Tillman and how
he gave up so much for his
country and for our freedom.
Baker ended by thanking
the audience for giving him a
chance to share his memory.

Students have been placing
lights in the landscaping and
on the building itself,
rewiring them to create different patterns and effects.
To view the light show, just
pull up to the curb of Lincoln
and turn the radio to the frequency 87.7 FM, “And enjoy
the show,” says Breitweiser.
Students program the show so
the music and lights are timed
together.
“There’s gonna be a little By KEVIN PRATT
over 15,000 lights and it’s OPS ad sales
going to be really cool,” junior Brett Qualls said about the
This year Lincoln High
light show.
School was recognized by
the state Department of Education with an A rating.
In the past, Lincoln strug"I was really pleased with the gled with its curriculum.
response of the women in our When Principal Steve
chapter."
Combs started in the princiThe new books have been pal position in 2011, Lincoln
really popular with Lincoln's had a D rating.
book club, according to
Combs gave the credit to
school librarian Jamie Wa- the faculty for this improvegler. 25 books from the drive ment. "It’s not what I've
have already been checked done, but what we've all
out.
done, beginning with the
"It makes it easier to pro- teachers, the curriculum devide quality books for the stu- partment, the administration
dents," Wagler said. "It was working together to pull in
like unwrapping Christmas the same direction to imgifts." Some titles donated in- prove our school."
clude “Catching Fire,” “Soul
Combs says that although
Surfer,” and “I am Malala.” he is not a fan of schools reLincoln High School librar- ceiving grades, he is "very
ian Jamie Wagler stands proud of what we were able
with the 52 books that were to accomplish."
Barry Stone was appointed
donated during a book
drive for Lincoln from the as curriculum director two
Francis Vigo Chapter of the years ago. Stone also has
Daughters of the American curriculum coaches that are
Revolution. The DAR do- at the elementary schools,
nated books to Lincoln as a middle school, and the high
part of this year’s literacy school. They work with
project. Some of the books teachers and staff throughout
donated to Lincoln include the Vincennes Community
“Catching Fire,” “Soul School Corporation to
Surfer,” and “I am Malala.” strengthen curriculum and
identify students who may
Contributed photo.
need extra help on state as-

DAR collects books for Lincoln
By KAITLIN HOLT
OPS staff writer

StuCo creating
Army care
packages
BY NIC DELLION
OPS staff writer

PLTW light show coming in December
By KARA HEDRICK
OPS staff writer

November 15, 2014

Lincoln High School’s student council is creating care
packages to support our
troops.
The student council
wanted to partake in a service outside of the Lincoln
population.
“Madalynn Ellis brought
the idea to the student council. She had done a project
similar to this at a past
school. We thought it would
be a great opportunity to
support our troops,” said
Carly Tibbs, one of the student council advisers.
They will be collecting a
variety of small items to send
such as gloves, handwarmers, chapstick, hard candies,
and hot chocolate packets.
Once they have collected
everything, the packages will
be assembled and then sent
off.
Student council will be
sending the packages to deployed troops that have local
connections. They are currently finalizing which organization to work with.
“We would like to get these
sent off by the middle of December so that the troops can
receive them by Christmas,”
Tibbs said.

Lincoln earns an ‘A’ from
the Department of Education
sessments.
Students have been using
programs such as Study Island and an Acuity assessments to help boost their
scores on the state’s End of
Course Assessment. When
asked how Study Island will
help them pass the ECA,
sophomore Easton Brower
said, "It will help me get prepared for the ECA." Sophomore Jaelyn Barton said that
"It's good practice, I guess."
Study Island is focused on
the English 10 and the Algebra 1 classes, because that
test is factored into the
school’s letter grade rating.
English teacher Kacey
Strange said that she likes
Study Island because it
"breaks lessons down by
standards the students need
to pass." Each lessons the
kids take on Study Island
covers a standard that the
students need to pass on the
ECA.
Strange was asked if she
thought there was something
else that the students could
do besides Study Island, and
she said that the students are
"playing around with acuity," but "I believe Study Island is a good basis for the
students."
"We will work hard to
maintain and improve our
progress,” she added.
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Question of the Week: What spirit days do you want to see?
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“I would like to have our
favorite sports team
day.”

“Opposite gender day,
because it’s fun to see
the guys dress as girls.”

--Kaylee Lange
freshman

--Lexi Thomas
sophomore

“Cross-gender day! Because it was fun to see
everyone dress up and
have fun.”
--Zachariah Kirk
junior

Hilarious Holidays with Yours Truly: No. 9

“I would like to see a
‘Sunday best’ spirit
day.”
--Parker Newman
senior

Movie
Review:
‘Interstellar’
ALEX KITCHIN
OPS staff writer

“Interstellar” is a science
fiction movie recently released in theaters. The film is
directed by Christopher
Nolan and stars Matthew McConaughey, Anne Hathaway,
Mackenzie Foy, and Ellen
Burstyn.
“Interstellar” takes audiences on a fantastic visual adThe beginning
venture.
setting is Earth, presumably
many years in the future,
struggling to survive due to
overpopulation, drought, and
famine. Cooper, played by
McConaughey, is a former
engineer recruited by NASA
to lead a crew into a mysterious wormhole in an attempt
to find a planet able to sustain
human life. Cooper has to
choose between potentially
saving the human race and
seeing his daughter again.
Cooper decides to enter space
to discover a life sustaining
planet. Cooper's daughter
Murph, played by Foy, grows
to resent her father because of
his decision. The film then
fast-forwards into the future
with Murph, now played by
Burstyn, all grown up and
working for the very organization that sent her father into
space. Murph continues to
with extremely competitive research for NASA in hopes
learning environments.
Not being exposed to these more ambitious and wellthings, I felt I was at an ex- rounded in their high school
careers. These qualities are
treme disadvantage.
While I have enjoyed grow- forcing students to amp up
ing up in a small town, I sud- what they do in and out of
denly felt cheated. When I school.
Between community servwas little, my mom moved us
to Vincennes to raise me near ice opportunities, curriculum
family. This was a decision opportunities, and social opshe had never thought twice portunities, kids from small
towns are losing their edge.
about until now.
It’s not Lincoln’s fault, but
We both felt as though
being from a small town with due to our size, we are aflittle opportunities, compara- forded fewer opportunities on
tively speaking, was now almost every front. It is the
going to be a detriment in get- norm with small schools.
With college admittance
ting accepted to bigger, outbecoming more difficult to
of-state college.
The application process for achieve, I believe the limitacollege is becoming increas- tions of coming from a small
ingly competitive, and poten- town are a severe handicap.
tial students are becoming

‘Educated in a small town’
but will that hurt your college
admission chances?
By CLAIRE DILLON
OPS opinions editor
When choosing where to
live after college, most young
adults do not think about how
that choice will affect their
future child’s college application process. But should that
be something to take into
consideration? I think yes.
During my fall break, my
mom and I passed the time by
visiting colleges on the East
Coast. We visited College of
William and Mary, University
of North Carolina, and University of Virginia. Throughout the tours I attended, I felt
increasingly out of the loop.
It was almost like everyone
knew a secret, but did not
think to share it with us. I
soon realized that it was not

that no one wanted to share,
but that it was assumed
everyone already knew.
This “big secret” was that I
didn’t have the same involvements as my East Coast counterparts.
My mom and I became increasingly aware of how
“small town” we were as
soon as students began asking
about tests, curriculum plans,
and awards that we had never
heard of, like the Westinghouse Award, that were the
norm for larger schools.
Other parents and students
around us knew exactly what
was being discussed and what
that meant in terms of their
chances of being accepted.
These academic options were
nothing new to students coming from larger high schools
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of solving the equation that
would save humanity.
If I continue any more, I
would be spoiling the entire
movie for anyone that wants
to see it, and it is to good for
that! McConaughey delivers
a strong performance as
Cooper and both Foy and
Burstyn do a fantastic job in
the film. This movie is one of
the best movies I have ever
seen, and I strongly suggest
everyone go out and see it. If
you are a fan of science fiction and space travel, you will
agree with me when I say “Interstellar” deserves a five out
of five stars.

we are on
twi tter!
@lincol nops
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www.vcsc.
k12.in.us/
li ncoln/
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Annual fall sports banquet held at Lincoln; athletes recognized for efforts
BRAYDEN LITTLE
OPS sports editor
On the evening of Nov. 10
the participants of each fall
sport met for the annual fall
sports banquet. Each sport
gave multiple awards recognizing the individuals accomplishments.
The boys’ cross-country
team recognized Brayden Little as the American Legion
award winner. Hayden Connor was recognized as the
most valuable underclassman
and the most improved runner from last year.
The girls’ cross-country
team recognized Erin Parker
as the American Legion
award winner. The most
valuable underclassman was
Kaylee Lange. Paige Jones
was given the most improved
award.
In girls’ golf, Ali Skinner
accepted the McDonald’s
award. Ellie McClung was
recognized for the lowest
stroke average award. The
best individual GPA award
was given to Susan Skinner.
The freshman of the year
award was Jessica Pfoff.
Lexi Thomas and Sydney
Leonard both were recog-

nized as the most improved
from last year.
The varsity volleyball
team’s co-captain, Jensen
Ballinger, received the McDonald’s award, along with
the most valuable player and
the leader in assists.
Kyndra Smith was recognized as the most valuable
defensive player and also received the highest serving
percentage award.
The player with the highest
attack percentage was Paige
Lett. Kristina Altstadt was
recognized as the team’s Ultimate Alice.
In junior varsity volleyball,
the highest attack percentage
award was given to Chasity
Trueblood. Lauren McCrary
was recognized with the
highest serving percentage
award.
For
football
Brandt
Nowaskie received the American Legion award.
Graham Purcell received
the American Legion award
for boys’ soccer along with
the all-academic conference
team award.
David Atkinson and Connor Mercer both received the
Big 8 All-Conference and
All-Area award, Easton

From left in front row, Jensen Ballinger, Josie Kroeger, Erin Parker, Ali Skinner,
Sophia Lane; back row Mitchell Cooper, Brandt Nowaskie, Brayden Little, and Graham Purcell hold their McDonald’s and American Legion awards at the fall sports
banquet Nov. 10. Contributed photo.
Brower also received the AllArea award. The rookie of
the year award was given to
Eli Williams. The team’s
most valuable player was
Atkinson.
Grant Hunt accepted the
Golden Boot award for most
goals in the season. Brower
received the Golden Boot
award for the most assists in
the season. Kenny Deetz was

the top team player.
Girls’ soccer recognized
Sophia Lane through the McDonald’s award.
Jenee
Goodwin was the most valuable player. Defensive player
of the year was Karlye Vonderwell.
Becca Rutherford was the
team’s offensive player of the
year and also received the
mental attitude award. Most

improved player from last
year was Katie McCoy.
Lindsey Hendricks was the
rookie of the year.
For boys’ tennis Mitchell
Cooper received the McDonald’s award.
In cheerleading, Josie
Kroeger was recognized by
the American Legion Award.

Boys’ basketball season ready to begin, carry over football success
By WESTON FRISZ
OPS staff writer
Now that the girls’ team has
begun play and the boys’ are
in practice, basketball season
is officially upon us. After a
15-8 season last year the
boys’ team is ready to get
things started at their first
game on Nov. 26 at home
against Northview.
With six seniors and three
juniors, it is still not evident
who the starting five will be
as there are eight to nine players who could start, depending on how practice goes and

who the opponent is, according to coach Jeff Hein.
The captains of this year’s
team will be seniors Brandt
Nowaskie
and
Conner
Barmes. When asked what he
expected from this years seniors, Hein responded simply
with "Leadership.
Barmes and Nowaskie
need to provide positive leadership and play every play
like it's their last."
"It all starts with them providing the leadership and the
others willingness to follow
their lead,” he added. The
seniors have put a lot of hard

Juniors victorious in Powder Puff

The class of 2016 was once again the winners in
Power Puff football, winning over the sophomores on
the Nov. 2 game. Photo by Rene LaMontagna.

work in the game since they carry the success from the each and every day and be
were young and this will be football field over to the bas- playing their best at the end
their last "go-around".
ketball court."
of the season.
Barmes said, "We'd like to
Their goals are to improve

Athlete of the week: Zaidee Rada
By ANAIIS ACUNA
OPS online content editor
Newcomer Zaidee Rada
has been chosen to be this
week’s Athlete of the Week.
Rada is a junior and has
danced for 12 years. She is
the daughter of Kara Acino
and Dave Rada. She is also
the youngest of her siblings,
Zoey and Zachary.
Rada had participated in
numerous classes and
recitals at Tabor Dance
Academy in Scottsbluff,
Neb. She attended Nebraska
State competitions of dance
and cheer, and three previous dance studios with a few
dance talent shows. She is
currently attending classes at
No Limits Dance and Cheer,
2134 Washington Ave., and
is a member of the Lincoln
High School Dance Team.
She is trained in elite and
advanced ballet, jazz and hip
hop. Rada has received an
invitation to participate on
the All-American Dance
Team and has earned medals
of “Superior” at Universal
Dance Association camps.
When Rada is not dancing
she participates in show
choir, musicals, student senate, and National Honor Society. For Rada, dance is a
year-round activity with her
participating in both school
and studio dance.
Rada recalls one of her
most memorable moments in

her dance career as meeting
her new teammates in Indiana at Lincoln and No Limits. She also enjoyed
experiencing new types of
dances that were popular and
different from what she was
used to. Rada explained that
dancing with her old studio
for the last time was definitely one of her most bittersweet dance moments.
New York City Rockette,
Tiffany Tabor Mackrill is
Rada’s most admired athlete.
She was one of her former
dance teachers. Mackrill
taught Rada for eight years
and formed her into the the
well-skilled performer she is
today.
“I would really enjoy
dancing for a college and
being on their dance team.
Probably returning back to
University of Lincoln at Nebraska to be a Scarlet on
their college dance team.”

She wants to study journalism broadcasting in Nebraska or Indiana, and she
wants to join a sorority.
“Performing is my favorite and I feel this [major]
would give me a great opportunity to do that,” she
added.
With all of the years she
has been dancing, Rada was
more than happy to share
that dance has taught her to
become more outgoing in
front of large crowds of people. She states dance as
being “a little different than
other sports because you
have people in front of you
that you have to please.”
“Never be afraid to try to
dance with old kids and
challenge your ability,” encourages Rada. “Dancers are
way more fun to watch when
they’re smiling and they’re
actually enjoying it themselves.”
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Artist of the Week: Senior Spotlight: Emily Daub
Aubrey Hudson
By KAELA SPEIGNER
OPS staff writer

treasurer, and the dance team Meet Emily Daub! One of
captain. She also serves as Lincoln's Honor Roll stufeatures editor for the Old dents, Emily is in National
Art Honor Society and has
Senior choir member Post Sentinel.
taken many art classes
Aubrey Hudson has been sethroughout her high school
lected by the music departcareer to take part in the
ment for this week's artist of
NAHS. This year she is takthe week. She is the daughter
ing a ceramics class.
of Doug and Lori Hudson,
She was born in Washingand Terry and Keith Webb.
ton, Ind. to her parents, CharShe has a brother, Elliott
lotte
and Delbert Daub. Her
Hudson, and three stepsisters
six siblings are Mandy, Katnamed Sarah Hayden, Laurel
rina, Kaela, Alan, Simon, and
Webb, and Briana Webb.
Matt.
Hudson was involved with
Daub likes to draw and play
Accents Choir and is curvideo
games in her spare
rently a member of Lincoln
time. Her favorite movie seSingers. She has performed
ries
is "The Lord of the
in three spring musicals,
Rings" trilogy and her fawhich include "Carousel" as
vorite book is “A Child
Louise, "Sound of Music" as
Called
It,” by Dave Pezler.
Louisa, and "Back to the
Her favorite quote is, "Don't
80's" as Tiffany.
judge a book by its cover,"
Outside of Lincoln, Hudson
was involved with State
Hudson won the Choral Ex- which goes with her hobby of
Honor Choir, church praise cellence Award her sopho- reading.
Daub works at Wendy's and
band, and many musicals in more year.
elementary and middle
Hudson’s favorite band is has been employed there
schools.
Fleetwood Mac. "The lyrics since March 2014. She plans
Hudson joined choir when in their songs are powerful,
she was in third grade and en- yet so relatable. Their songs
joyed every moment of it. range from upbeat feel good
"It's something I have always songs to powerful and emo“How do I ask someone for
tional ballads,” she said.
enjoyed" she said.
Hudson plans to study pub- a letter of recommendaHer mentors are Gretchen
Bruner and Lisa Miller. They lic relations and marketing in tion?”
both gave her vocal lessons college. She wants to con--Desperately seeking a
and helped her grow as a vo- tinue music as a hobby.
strong recommendation
"Don't give up if you don't
calist. Hudson also looks up
to Mark Snyder, Lincoln’s get the first solo or lead role
Letters of recommendation
you audition for,” Hudson adchoir director.
often required for colare
Outside of vocal music, vises young artists. “Keep
Hudson is student council practicing and improving all leges, scholarships, academic programs, and job
president, Interact secretary, the time, then try again!"
applications. Many students
Tri-M Music Honor Society
think that simply asking a
teacher on the way out of
class or via email for a letter
of recommendation is acceptable. The truth is, according to Kristina Ellis’
book “Confessions of a
Scholarship Winner: The Secrets That Helped Me Win
$500,000 in Free Money for
College- How You Can
Too!,” if you want someone
to put time and effort into a
recommendation on your behalf, it is polite to make a
formal request.
The first step to getting a
strong letter of recommendation is knowing the right perBy BRAEDEN FIELD
over his high school career
son to ask. If the program
including All-Area, All-Con- specifically asks for a
OPS staff writer
ference, and All-State for
teacher, be sure to ask a
baseball. He has also re"If you have a dream, work
teacher who knows you well
ceived All-Area three times as a student and likes you.
to achieve it while you can
and All-Conference once for Many times, it is better to
because anything is possible," is Joe Bobe’s advice for football.
ask a teacher of a core subBobe plans to attend colunderclassmen in this week's
ject, rather than an elective,
lege after high school, but he if the application is related
senior spotlight.
is still unsure on where. His to academics. A good recJoe Bobe was born in
most memorable moment is ommendation may come
Evansville, Ind. and is the
similar to many other footson of Brett and Lynne
from a teacher of a class you
Bobe. Bobe has two siblings, ball players this year. "Beating Jasper in football during
Cody and Allie. Bobe also
has three dogs named Jessie, my senior year,” he said.
His favorite quote is a moDaisy and Archie, and one
tivational quote by Eric
cat named Ms. Booty.
Thomas: “When you want to
Bobe's hobbies and exsucceed as bad as you want
tracurricular activities include lifting weights, hiking, to breathe, then you'll be
successful." Bobe has lived
biking, kayaking, fishing,
by that very quote his whole
football, and baseball. Bobe
life.
has received many awards
By REID McCLURE
OPS staff writer

to go to Vincennes University
to major in graphic design.
Daub’s most memorable
moment in high school was
when she attended Lincoln's
prom her sophomore and junior year and then going to ball
her junior year. She enjoys
the friendliness of the stu-

dents and teachers at Lincoln
especially her favorite class,
psychology with Seth Skelton.
She advises underclassmen,
"Don't take on too many activities and soak in your last
high school years."

ASK BIG A: Advice for every Alice

Senior Spotlight: Joe Bobe

excel in, but a better recommendation could be from a
teacher of a class you struggled with but put in extra effort to do well. Other good
recommenders besides
teachers could be coaches,
instructors, counselors,
church pastors, or employers.
The second step to asking
for a letter of recommendation is to be sure you get the
timing right. You want to
ask your recommender four
to six weeks before the letter
is due. This gives them
plenty of time to write a well
thought out and personal
recommendation. You
should also ask a time when
the person is not busy.
Schedule a time to ask them
if necessary. When asking
for a letter, give a brief explanation of what the recommendation is for and what
the readers will be looking
for in an applicant. Also, be
sure to tell the person why
you have selected them to
write your letter and what
their recommendation would
mean to you.
Next, you must provide
your recommender with the
necessary information. Ellis
suggests creating a folder including a cover letter, your
resume, way to save or send
the letter. Your cover letter
should include information
about the application, the

format and deadline for submitting the letter, and a brief
description of what is being
sought in an applicant. Your
resume should list your contact information, extracurricular activities, honors and
awards, and any volunteer
work. If the letter needs to
be mailed, provide a prestamped and addressed envelope. If the letter should
be submitted online, include
the website or email address
to submit the letter. Some
online college applications,
such as The Common Application, require you to invite
a teacher via email to submit
a letter. Make it as easy as
possible for your recommender.
If the application also requires an essay, Ellis suggests including the essay in
the folder for your recommender to further communicate your focus.
Once the recommender has
agreed, follow up with the
recommender a few weeks
before the deadline with a
friendly reminder if they
have not yet submitted your
letter. You might even check
with the program to be sure
they have received the letter.
Lastly, don’t forget to express your gratitude send
your recommender a thank
you note!
Best of luck,
Big A

Read this week’s Around the
VCSC feature on Vigo Elementary
School’s new guest science
teachers online!

