
Depression and New Deal Unit 
Week #1 Activities 

 
Week 1 Introduction: 
 
The 1920s had been a “golden age of prosperity”.  While not every segment of American 
society enjoyed great wealth, the consumer economy made some rich.  However, there 
were serious flaws in America’s economic system.  Many tried to “get rich quick” with 
risky speculation.  Real estate and stock values were highly over-inflated.  The prosperity 
was unevenly distributed, and many industries, especially farming, were in decline 
throughout the decade.  Credit was too easy to get, and many Americans overextended 
themselves. 
 
The October, 1929 stock market crash signaled the end of the bull market, and soon the 
United States was plunged into the deepest depression in history.  President Herbert 
Hoover sought unsuccessfully to find a remedy for the economic collapse, and in 1932, 
New York Governor Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected president in a landslide.  FDR’s 
answer to the Depression was named the “New Deal”, and it included elements of relief, 
recovery, and reform.  The New Deal worked first to solve the immediate problems of the 
Depression—solving the banking system collapse, and putting people to work. 
 
 
Week 1 Assignments: 
 
Watch and listen carefully to the Depression and New Deal Week 1 “mini-lecture”.  You 
might want to review it multiple times if needed.  (Mini-lecture will cover topics in slides 
1-20.) 
 
Complete and submit the following activities by the end of this week: 
 

• View the video and complete the activity for “Black Tuesday” Foretells the 
Great Depression (http://active.socialstudies.com/active_reader/11527). 

• Complete the reading activity, Depression 
(http://active.socialstudies.com/active_reader/10486). 

• Complete the web-based activity, FDR’s Fireside Chats 
(http://active.socialstudies.com/active_reader/10218) 

• Complete the image activity, Hard Times 
(http://active.socialstudies.com/active_reader/10020). 

• Complete the reading activity Two Presidents and the Depression 
(http://active.socialstudies.com/active_reader/10488). 

• View the video and complete the activity for Launching the New Deal 
(http://active.socialstudies.com/active_reader/10697). 

 



Week 1 Reflection Question: 
 
During the week, think about how you would answer the following question.  Post your 
answers to this week’s Reflection Question discussion in the forum.  Also, be sure to 
reply to one other learner’s discussion/response. 
 
How do you believe the average American reacted to FDR’s fireside chats?  Had it 
existed then, would Roosevelt have been as effective a communicator on television as 
he was on radio?  Why? 
 
Week 1 Assignment Questions: 
 
During the week, think about how you would answer the following questions.  Post your 
answers to this week’s Assignment Questions discussion in the forum.  Also, be sure to 
reply to one other learner’s discussion/response. 
 
Compare and contrast President Herbert Hoover’s policies in handling the Depression 
with those of FDR and the New Deal.  What factors in the two men’s backgrounds 
might have shaped their beliefs about solving the problems of the Depression? 
 
How did FDR solve the banking crisis?  Discuss what he did to keep banks from 
closing, both in the short term and long term. 
 
 


