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Welcome to… 



About the Presenter 

Michael Hutchison is Social Studies Department chairperson at Lincoln 
High School, Vincennes, Indiana.  He also serves as a educational 
consultant and author for Social Studies School Service, PBS, McGraw-
Hill, and other organizations.  He is a “STAR” educator for Discovery 
Education, and a member of the Discovery Education Indiana Leadership 
Council. 

Currently in his 34th year in the classroom, he is president of the Board of 
Directors of the Indiana Computer Educators, as well as a moderator for the 
NCSS Network, listserv moderator for the Indiana Council for the Social 
Studies, as well as an editor of the H-HIGH-S secondary social studies 
teacher listserv.  (You can see more about me at my webpage, located at 
http://www.vcsc.k12.in.us/staff/mhutch/ice2000).   



What is Google Earth? 

•  A virtual globe, map, and geographic 
information program 

•  Created by Keyhole, Inc. 
•  Keyhole was acquired by Google in 2004 
•  Superimposition of images obtained by 

satellite imagery, aerial photography, and GIS 
over a 3-D globe 

•  Google Earth is free 



How can I get a copy of Google Earth? 

•  Go to http://earth.google.com  
•  Click the “Download” button 
•  Google Earth will download and allow 

you to install it on your computer 
•  Google Earth is available for both Mac 

and PC 



First things kids (and adults) do with 
Google Earth 

•  “Fly” to their house or apartment 
•  “Fly” to their school or place of work 
•  Look for famous landmarks (US 

Capitol, Eiffel Tower, Taj Mahal, 
etc.) 



Using Google Earth in the Classroom 

•  Create a tour: 
http://earth.google.com/userguide/v5/
ug_touringplaces.html 

•  Ask students to find latitude and longitude 
•  Ask students to find a location if you give 

them latitude and longitude 
•  Ask them to use Google Earth ruler to find 

distance 
•  And much, much more 



Sample Project Development 

•  Google Earth lesson on World War II 
•  Typical project I would create and use with an 

11th grade US History class or 10th grade World 
History class 

•  Unit includes students locating major cities 
with yellow place markers, historical locations 
with blue place markers, as well as using the 
Google Earth Polygon, Line, and Ruler tools 



Objectives:  What I want 
 students to learn 

•  Understand the causes and alliances of World War II 
•  Identify locations of the main battles in the European 

Theater 
•  Recognize human, territorial, and material costs of 

the war 
•  Identify political and military leaders from the war 

era and make conclusions about their 
accomplishments 

•  Make conclusions on the impact of the war, how it 
led to the Cold War, and shaped world history for the 
remainder of the 20th Century. 



Meeting Indiana Standards 

•  This lesson meets the following Indiana 
standards: 

•  US History:  USH 5.1, 5.2,5.3 
•  World History: WH 8.3, 8.4, 8.5 



Teacher Preparation for Project 

•  Teacher can create a .kmz (Keyhole Mark-up 
Language zipped) file including place markers 

•  Teacher created student page and rubric page 
distributed to students 

•  Student page includes an “open-ended” 
question for students to answer 

•  Students can either write an essay, or develop a 
presentation to answer question 



Differentiated Instruction 

•  Allow for heterogeneous grouping 
•  Give students links to online dictionaries 
•  Assign lower ability students task of locating 

place markers and not complete open ended 
project question 

•  Require upper-level students task of creating 
their own historical markers 



Student preparation 

•  Students should have some knowledge of 
World War II and basic idea of the course of 
the war 

•  Students should know how to create place 
markers, move them, and possibly create 
historic markers (with primary and secondary 
source information) 

•  Students should know how to save to a .kmz 
file 



Other Project Notes 

•  Students should know how to save their work 
as a .kmz file (or the teacher should be ready to 
assist) 

•  Time needed to complete “streamlined” 
version of typical project, two (50 minute) 
class periods 

•  Completing expanded project may take longer 
•  Teacher may wish to use “extension activities” 

with upper-level or more motivated students 



Typical “Student Page” 

•  Tasks are clearly labeled 
•  Try to use several 

“Google Earth tools” 
•  Have students work 

cooperatively on an 
open-ended question 

•  Students can present as 
a group or create a 
multimedia presentation 



Typical Rubric page 
•  Rubric is geared toward 

learning historical 
concepts and less on 
software 

•  Rubric should be specific 
and target specific skills 
to be addressed 

•  Allow for specific criteria 
the teacher wants to add 
to the rubric 



How to contact me 

•  E-mail:  hutchisonm@vcsc.k12.in.us 
•  Twitter: twitter.com/hutchisonm 
•  ICE web page: 

http://www.iceindiana.org/index.php?
option=com_joomlaconnect_ce&Itemid=96&t
ask=showPage&page_id=8 



Some Google Earth links 

•  Google Earth for Educators: 
http://sitescontent.google.com/google-earth-for-
educators/ 

•  50 Exciting Google Earth Ideas for the 
Classroom: 
http://www.associatesdegree.com/2010/03/14/
google-earth-for-educators-50-exciting-ideas-for-
the-classroom/ 

•  Google Earth in the Classroom: 
http://livebinders.com/play/play_or_edit/54477  



More Links… 

•  “Ditching the Textbook”: 
http://www.vcsc.k12.in.us/staff/mhutchison/
digital/ (Contains various downloadable 
sample files) 

•  Integrating Discovery Streaming files into 
Google Earth: 
http://help09.discoveryeducation.com//assets/
support/DEstreaminginaction_GoogleEarth.pdf  



Social Studies School Service links 

•  US History Google Earth lessons: 
http://www.socialstudies.com/c/product.html?
record@TF42779+s@KwxmLRGBa22hQ 

•  World History Google Earth lessons:  
http://www.socialstudies.com/c/product.html?
nocache@17+s@KwxmLRGBa22hQ
+record@SS349696+s@KwxmLRGBa22hQ  


